[bookmark: _Hlk68270192]Water is Life:  Gathering Waters…
Water is a colorless, odorless liquid that is essential to life for human beings, animals, and most plants.  God is described as the Spring of Living Water, being the source of life and salvation to those who come to believe in Him.  Water holds significant symbolic and literal importance in the Bible, representing life, purification, and God's power.  Let us seek Him and thirst no more.

14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
(John 4:14)

We have been digging deep over the last few weeks looking at the special and important places water appears in God’s story and Word.  We’ve seen it in God’s creation, Judgment and Destruction, Redemption and Salvation, Cleansing and Purification, Provision and Sustenance, Spiritual Refreshment, Miracles and Healing, Symbol of the Holy Spirit, Jesus' Authority Over Nature, and as a Symbol of Renewal and New Beginnings.

Today, we wrap up this discussion by seeing how God uses water to Gather His people.

There are several examples where God gathered His people at the water’s edge.  Times like:

-	Red Sea
-	Jordan River (baptisms)
-	The Well
-	The Galilee

Mary Magdalene saw the Risen Savior in the Garden that first Resurrection Sunday morning.  Jesus told her to instruct the disciples to meet Him in Galilee where He would meet with them.

Now, He had been seen in the garden, on the road to Emmaus, in the Upper Room, by nearly 500 hundred people.  Now, one last time the disciples would see Him on the shore of the Galilee.

Just a regular day.
1After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.  (John 21:1-3)

Just like old times.
4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish.  (John 21:4-6)

4 And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.” 6 And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking.  (Luke 5:4-6)

There He is.
7 That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 8 The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off.  9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.  (John 21:7-14)

-	John the Baptist
-	Walking on the Water

Now that I have your attention.
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.  (John 21:15-17)

1.	Forgiveness and Second Chance
2.	Re-establishment of Authority
3.	Hope for restoration
4.	The power of repentance
5.	God’s plan remains

God is reaching out His hand to you.  Will you repent, humbly express your faith and love to Him?

Jesus is reaching out His hand to you. Will you take it?




The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – God gathers people around lakes, streams, oceans, and pools. What are some of your most fond memories next to water? Why? Could you see God in it?

Tuesday – Peter stumbled and failed. Three times, when Jesus was in greatest peril, Peter denied ever knowing Him. He was crushed. How do we deny Jesus in our everyday lives today?

Wednesday – Jesus revealed Himself in the same way He did when He called them. Immediately, they recognized it as Him and gathered around Him for a meal, restoration, and more proof. What is the significance of the time they spent with Jesus on the shore that day? 

Thursday – Jesus asked Peter three times if He loved Him. This time Peter expressed His faith, dedication, and love. How do you most effectively express your love to Jesus in your life? 

Friday – Then, Jesus gave them all authority to go, tell, and baptize in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. How are we to be His hands in this world now?
