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Water is a colorless, odorless liquid that is essential to life for human beings, animals, and most plants.  God is described as the Spring of Living Water, being the source of life and salvation to those who come to believe in Him.  Water holds significant symbolic and literal importance in the Bible, representing life, purification, and God's power.  Let us seek Him and thirst no more.

14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
(John 4:14)

Water, while essential for life, can act as a barrier in various ways.  Kings in the middle ages built castles and surrounded them with motes as a defensive measure.  The prison at Alcatraz was built on an island as further protection against escape.  Rivers, seas, and oceans serve as dividing lines between continents, nations, states, and property holders.  And, the Bible contains several references to the great obstacle of water.  Water has been a barrier to man that we’ve built bridges over, tunnels under, and boats to navigate.  But, God demonstrated His power multiple times in Scripture by paving a path right through the water.

In the beginning – Dividing it.
6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.  (Genesis 1:6-8)

Red Sea – Walking through it.
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.  (Exodus 14:21-22)

Sea of Galilee – Walking on it.
25 And in the fourth watch of the night[a] he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”

28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind,[b] he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  (Matthew 14:25-33)


The chasm – Born of it.
3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  (John 3:3-15)

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.  (John 3:16-18)

Have you been born again?  Today is your day!

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Water has represented a barrier to man since the beginning of time. We have forced our way across it. What insurmountable barriers have you encountered in life? How has God shown up?

Tuesday – The Red Sea blocked them and Egypt approached meaning harm. They had nowhere to turn, but God. When has God “parted a Red Sea” before you to walk through?   

Wednesday – Peter and the guys saw an impossible sight with Jesus walking on water. Peter asked Jesus to call him and Jesus obliged. When has God asked you to step out of your “boat” and to trust Him completely?

Thursday – Nicodemus was a skeptic. Jesus explained that he needed to be born again not of flesh but of Spirit. What does that mean? How do you know if you’ve been born of the God’s Spirit? 

Friday – Water can be an obstacle and it can be a chance to see God at work. The difference is your mindset and what you ask/look for. How can you change you mind from victim to victor (in Christ)?
