[bookmark: _Hlk68270192]Water is Life:  Peaceful Waters…
Water is a colorless, odorless liquid that is essential to life for human beings, animals, and most plants.  God is described as the Spring of Living Water, being the source of life and salvation to those who come to believe in Him.  Water holds significant symbolic and literal importance in the Bible, representing life, purification, and God's power.  Let us seek Him and thirst no more.

14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
(John 4:14)

Last week we saw the power of water to cover all, consume everything, restore was God intended, and the power of God at work mending our bodies and souls.  Water is a tool used by God to sustain us and wash us physically while revealing His true power through it.  Through water we see the power of God.  Today, we will see God’s same great power in peaceful waters.

When you stand at the edge of the ocean, a lake, or pond that is still…you likely refer to it as "serene," "tranquil," "peaceful," or "glassy".  Seeing water like this evokes a sense of calm, quiet, and peace.  It’s not moving yet you can’t take your eyes off of it.

The Bible captures several occasions where God provided calm waters to those whom He loved that they might see Him and His love revealed to them.

He leads us.
1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 3 He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. (Psalm 23:1-3)

· "Still Waters" are a place of rest and restoration vs. the turbulent waters of life.
· God is the good shepherd who leads his flock to these places of rest and refreshment.
· He encourages us to actively seek His presence and find peace and rest in our lives.

He calms us.
23 And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. 24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. 25 And they went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” 26 And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. 27 And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?”  (Matthew 8:23-27)

· Faith is cultivated – soil, seeds, and fruit.
· Trust (faith) is required.
· Jesus shows us that He has Divine authority over ALL.

He calls us.
22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat by this time was a long way[a] from the land,[b] beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night[c] he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”

28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind,[d] he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
(Matthew 14:22-33)

· Faith requires trust in God AND action to follow.
· Focusing on God vs. circumstances is crucial to overcome challenges.
· Even in moments of doubt – Jesus is there to catch us.

Jesus is leading you, calming you, and calling.  Will you follow Him?


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – The power of water is just as obvious when we gaze upon still waters. When have you experienced God by seeing great peace in the world around you? How did that feel in your spirit? 

Tuesday – The love of God is demonstrated by how and where He leads us. He leads us not into temptation, but in paths of righteousness, and to still waters. Where is God leading you to/from?    

Wednesday – God demonstrates His power over all circumstances: physical, emotional, financial, spiritual, relational. He is the answer. Why do we fear and try to do it on our own? Trust Him. 

Thursday – Faith is based on trusting God. Trusting God is seen when we demonstrate our faith and follow Him. How is God calling you to step into your faith and follow Him today? 

Friday – Peace is what we all seek. We want to know that it all going to be “ok”. God is leading you, calming you, and calling you. What fear do you need to let go of to follow Him today?
