[bookmark: _Hlk68270192]Water is Life:  Provisional Waters…
Water is a colorless, odorless liquid that is essential to life for human beings, animals, and most plants.  God is described as the Spring of Living Water, being the source of life and salvation to those who come to believe in Him.  Water holds significant symbolic and literal importance in the Bible, representing life, purification, and God's power.  Let us seek Him and thirst no more.

14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
(John 4:14)

Water is essential for all life on Earth including plants, animals, and humans.  God provides water in abundance as we are all seeing this week.  And God provides at just the right time and in just the right ways for His people.  He is the God who provides.

He provides for creation.
18 I will open rivers on the bare heights, and fountains in the midst of the valleys.  I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water.  (Isaiah 41:18)

3 For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants.  (Isaiah 44:3)

· There is no mention of rain prior to the fall of man.
· The land and our souls were scorched.
· Go provides.

He provides for His people.
17 All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 And the Lord said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the name of the place Massah (testing) and Meribah (quarrelling), because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”  (Exodus 17:1-7)

· 24 And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25 God saw the people of Israel—and God knew.  (Exodus 2:24-25)

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.”  (John 19:28)

He provides eternity.
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
(Matthew 5:6)

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.

· What do you hunger and thirst for?
· The wait it over…God knew and God provides.

God is providing a way. Hope has a name…Jesus!


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – All of creation experiences the consequences of brokenness due to sin. God sees the dry cracked ground and provides rain, in due season, to water it. Some areas get more than they want. How does this water system work together to provide for all of creation? For you?

Tuesday – The ground thirsts and so do His people. When have you been parched, thirsty, or dehydrated? How did your body react? Did you yearn and pant for water?    

Wednesday – Likewise, our souls pant and yearn for the Lord. He promises that those who hunger and thirst for righteousness will thirst no more. How can we thirst for righteousness. What does that look and sound like in real life? 

Thursday – Jesus experienced thirst as well. We hear about Him asking for water at the well in Samaria and again on the cross. He knows what we are going through. How does the human side of His understanding help you see and relate better to the God of Creation? 

Friday – God hears the cry of His people and knows. He is here for you and presents a way through Jesus. What must you let go of to experience the thirst quenching salvation in Christ alone?
