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Quit…judging that is.

When the going gets tough, the tough get going.  But where is it going?  Is it digging in or running out?  The world makes it far too easy to quit.  Over the next few weeks, we will see how God can redeem any situation.  We’ll see how God strengthens us.  And, God has a list of things He wants us to quit.  Join us as we walk this road together and strengthen our resolve to quit the right things. 

Judge not, lest ye be judged…

What does the world say?
"Church is all about ceremony, handholding, and kumbaya."
“Christians are hypocrites.”
“Many folks don’t perceive Christian individuals, churches, institutions, and organizations in the United States as being loving, patient, or kind—and with good reason.  Instead, Christians are often viewed as being the exact opposite: envious, boastful, arrogant, and rude.  The credibility of Jesus has been marred by the hypocrisy of his namesake’s religion.”

What does the Bible say?
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked.  And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. (Gen 3:6-7)

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”  (1 Samuel 16:7)

Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.”  (John 7:24)

So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty.  For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.  (James 2:12-13)

As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions…Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother.  (Romans 14:1,13)

For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you.  (Matthew 7:2)

How can I be better?
Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.  (Matthew 7:3-5)

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.  (Galatians 6:1)

· Practice Patience – pause, pray, wait …before speaking
· Practice Curiosity – ask yourself what is my motivation
· Practice Empathy – there is a story behind every person…seek it
· Practice Self-Control – It’s ok to be upset/frustrated, it’s never ok to be cruel…be kind
· Practice Building – Compliment and magnify their strengths…walk with them
· Practice Leading – Don’t be lazy and just talk about it…join them, lead them, love them





The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – The world views Christians, Christianity and Christ based on how they see us behaving. What do they see of these in your actions?

Tuesday – The Bible instructs us to know and discern right from wrong and further tells us to help one another.  How can this be a temptation to pride and self-righteousness?

Wednesday – God sees the whole picture – outside, inside, and the generations leading to this moment.  It is for this reason He tells us not to judge the person.  How are we to act for Him? 

Thursday – We are to approach others, in all situations, with humility and love.  People don’t need a critic or judge (from us).  They need a friend and helper.  How can you be a better friend and discipler?

Friday – Patience is the first step.  It demonstrates faith in God and humility in yourself.  How can waiting serve you in all areas of your life?

Saturday – Evidence is the key to knowledge.  Faith is trust in what can’t be seen.  What do you know about God and what requires a leap of faith?  Where do you still need convincing?

Sunday – We must open our eyes, see for ourselves, and choose to follow.  He is at work around you.  Join Him.  Where do you still need to follow?  Invite your family and friends to “Come and See” for themselves.
