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Think for a moment about the exquisite detail and loving care with which we are formed.  Each of us are a unique masterpiece crafted by our Creator's own hands.  But the story doesn't end there.  Just as we are the product of God's loving hands, we are also called to be His hands extended into the world with that same love to serve one another, to build His kingdom, as an expression of our love for Him.  In the coming weeks, we will delve into these powerful truths, discover the beauty of our own creation, and the incredible privilege of being God's hands at work in the lives of those around us.

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.  (Ephesians 2:10)

With His hands, God forms us, blesses us, heals us, lifts us, restores us, protects us, and provides for us.  He accomplishes all of this by allowing His hands to be pierced for us.

A mother protects.
1 Now a man from the house of Levi went and took as his wife a Levite woman. 2 The woman conceived and bore a son, and when she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him three months. 3 When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a basket made of bulrushes and daubed it with bitumen and pitch. She put the child in it and placed it among the reeds by the river bank.  (Genesis Exodus 2:1-3)

· Jochebed, Moses’ mother, saw value in him before anyone else did.
· She protected him as long as she could.
· Then, she released him into an uncertain and unsafe world, in an ark for protection.

A mother is God’s vessel.
30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  (Luke 1:30-33)

38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant] of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.  (Luke 1:38)

19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.  (Luke 2:19)

· Mary was the vessel that God released His Son into this world in.
· She protected Him as long as she could.
· Then, she released Him back into His Father’s hands.



The cross is our vessel home.
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  (Ephesians 2:13)

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  )Acts 1:8)
	
Jesus is reaching out His hand to you. Will you take it?


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Mother’s are precious. Whether you can still hold your mother or carry her memories, what is your best memory of your mother? How can you see God revealed?

Tuesday – Moses’ mother released him into a dangerous world. How does this reflect life today? And, what protections do we have as parents release us into this world?

Wednesday – Mary held and gazed upon her Child like any mother would. She was obedient from the start, how so? Why, in this story and ours, is obedience to God so important?

Thursday – We have been released into this world, like Moses. We are surrounded by danger yet God delivers us (like the Red Sea) through Christ’s death on the cross. How is Christ’s obedience, even unto death, the vessel God chooses to bring us home to Himself? 

Friday – You are the temple of the Living God. God’s Holy Spirit dwells in those who believe in Jesus as Savior. That makes you an ambassador for His Kingdom. You are now the vessel for God’s story of redemption and salvation. How are you reflecting and telling that story of grace to the world?
