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Think for a moment about the exquisite detail and loving care with which we are formed.  Each of us are a unique masterpiece crafted by our Creator's own hands.  But the story doesn't end there.  Just as we are the product of God's loving hands, we are also called to be His hands extended into the world with that same love to serve one another, to build His kingdom, as an expression of our love for Him.  In the coming weeks, we will delve into these powerful truths, discover the beauty of our own creation, and the incredible privilege of being God's hands at work in the lives of those around us.

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.  (Ephesians 2:10)

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  (Ephesians 2:8-9)

With His hands, God forms us, blesses us, heals us, lifts us, restores us, protects us, and provides for us.  He accomplishes all of this by allowing His hands to be pierced for us.  Let’s see what the Bible teaches about How God’s hands form us and simultaneously reveal salvation through Jesus.

Fashioned, by hand, from the dust.
7 then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.  (Genesis 2:7)

· This shows our inherent value to God.
· The dust reminds us of our separation from God.
· Through Jesus we are not merely reformed but made new.
· Jesus’ sacrifice is God’s hand reaching down to redeem us for a glorious future.

Knit, by hand, in our mother’s womb.
13 For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb. 14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. 15 My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.
(Psalm 139:13-16)

· This passage underscores the sanctity of life.
· Sin distorts God’s divine likeness knit into each of us.
· Jesus entered through the womb of humanity.
· His death allows us to be “knit together” again with God.

Formed, by hand, for His glory.
8 But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.  (Isaiah 64:8)

· God made us each for a special purpose.
· Sin renders us unable to fulfill God’s purpose.
· God, the Master Potter, remolds and restores us.
· Jesus is not our escape, but our restoration to the purpose God made us for.

Jesus is reaching out His hand to you. Will you take it?



The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – God’s hands forming us demonstrates the importance and uniqueness of humanity in creation. How was our creation different than all the rest (hint: spoke everything else and formed us). What does this say about our importance to God?

Tuesday – God made you uniquely in you mother’s womb and knew all the days of your life – good and challenging. When is it easiest/toughest to feel His love for you? How can you remind yourself of His goodness even in the tougher times?

Wednesday – God knit you in your womb. Then, He weaves us together with Himself and with others. How have you been knit and woven with Him and others? Who has He woven you to?

Thursday – God is the potter. He made you and will remake you. It requires the old be discarded…all of it. What needs to go for the new to be seen in your life? 

Friday – You are wonderfully and fearfully made in God’s image. He loves you. How can you see Him revealed each day in the world around you? How can you reveal Him to others?
