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REASONS FOR DIVISION: 

REASON 1) Differences regarding the Scriptures, the Bible 

Bible: 

• 2 Timothy 3:16  “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness,” 

United Methodist Book of Discipline 2016: 

• ¶102 SECTION 1 OUR DOCTRINAL HERITAGE - We share with many Christian communions a 
recognition of the authority of Scripture in matters of faith, the confession that our 
justification as sinners is by grace through faith, and the sober realization that the church is 
in need of continual reformation and renewal.”   

Progressive Views Being Expressed – Discount Scripture:   

• UMC pastor from Iowa at past General Conference spoke in favor of liberalizing the current 
language in the Book of Discipline regarding sexuality 

o Asked to provide scriptural support for his proposal, stated: 
 
“We don’t go back to the Bible for the last word on anything.” 
 

• UMC pastor from large church in Houston requested that delegates be elected to General 
Conference that were more in touch with the culture 

o When asked to provide reasoning when Biblical teachings are against many 
culturally popular issues, he stated: 

 “The church created the Bible, so we can re-create the Bible.” 

• UMC pastor Tom Griffith wrote an article titled “Give a Cheer for our Evangelical Brothers 
and Sisters.” 

o In the article, pastor Griffith stated: 

Now it is our turn to get honest.  Although the creeds of our denomination  
pay lip service to the idea that scripture is “authoritative” and “sufficient  
for faith and practice,” many of us have moved far beyond that notion in  
our own theological thinking.  We are only deceiving ourselves – and  
lying to our evangelical brothers and sisters – when we deny the shift we  
have made …. We have moved far beyond the idea that the Bible is  
exclusively normative and literally authoritative for our faith. To my  
thinking, that is good!  What is bad is that we have tried to con ourselves and others by 
saying, “we haven’t changed our position.”   

 
• Pastor Adam Hamilton in a blog post and interviews:   

o Divides the Bible into three buckets 
• One bucket for the Scriptures that revealed God’s will when they 
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were written and still do. 
• Another bucket for scriptures that at one time expressed God’s will 

but no longer do. 
• And a final bucket for those parts of the Bible that “never reflected God’s heart 

and will” 
 

• Summary of progressive view: 
o View the Bible as a library of books with different levels of inspiration and truth 
o Bible is open to current cultural interpretation 

 
REASON 2) Differences regarding Jesus 

Bible: 

John 1:1-3 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was with God in the beginning. Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing 
was made that has been made.” 

John 8:58 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” 

United Methodist Book of Discipline 2016 

• ¶102 SECTION 1 OUR DOCTRINAL HERITAGE - “Living in a covenant of grace under the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ, we participate in the first fruits of God’s coming reign and pray in 
hope for its full realization on earth as in heaven” … “This heritage is grounded in the 
apostolic witness to Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, which is the source of measure of all 
valid Christian teaching” 
 

• ¶104 SECTION 3 OUR DOCTRINAL STANDARDS AND GENERAL RULES – ARTICLE II “The Son, 
who is the Word of the Father, the very and eternal God, of one substance with the Father, 
took man’s nature in the womb of the blessed Virgin…” 

Progressive Views Being Expressed – Discount the authority and Lordship of Jesus:   

• UMC Bishop Karen Oliveto wrote, concerning Jesus’ encounter with the Canaanite woman in 
Mathew 15: 
 

“Too many folks want to box Jesus in, carve him in stone, create an idol out of him. But 
this story cracks the pedestal we’ve put him on. The wonderful counselor, mighty God, 
everlasting one, prince of peace, was as human as you and me. Like you and me, he 
didn’t have his life figured out. He was still growing, maturing, putting the pieces 
together about who he was and what he was supposed to do. We might think of him as 
the Rock of Ages, but he was more like a hunk of clay, forming and reforming himself in 
relation to God.” 
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• Past UMC Seminary President Jerry Campbell bizarrely declared that Christians who seek to 
obey Christ’s command to evangelize non-Christians have “an incorrect perception of what 
it means to follow Jesus.” 
 

• District Superintendent of the California-Pacific conference told an aspiring minister that 
Jesus is one of the ways to God, but not the only way, and that having a belief in John 14:6 “I 
am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me,” was 
far too exclusionary. 

 
• Newly elected Bishop Kennetha Bigham-Tsai in the North Central Jurisdiction recently 

declared that in the UMC, “it is not important that we agree on who Christ is.”  
Furthermore, Bishop Bigham-Tsai has refused to say if she believes in the physical 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 
• Newly elected Bishop Dottie Escobedo-Frank openly “calls for heretics … to lead the church 

forward.” 
 
• Summary of progressive view: 

o Jesus is not the only way to the Father 
o Jesus was human and had his faults 
o Doubt/Question if Jesus was resurrected 

REASON 3) Human Sexuality 

Bible: 

Matthew 5:17 & 27 “Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I have 
come not to abolish them but to fulfill them.” & “You have heard that it was said ‘You shall not 
commit adultery’.” 

Matthew 19:4-6 “He answered, “Have you not read that he who made them from the beginning 
made them male and female, and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother 
and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?  So they are no longer two but 
one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man put asunder.”” 

1 Corinthians 6:18 “Flee from sexual immorality.  All other sins a person commits are outside the 
body, but whoever sins sexually, sins against their own body.” 

United Methodist Book of Discipline 2016 

• ¶161 II THE NUTURING COMMUNITY – C) Marriage – We affirm the sanctity of the marriage 
covenant that is expressed in love, mutual support, personal commitment, and shared 
fidelity between a man and a woman.  We believe that God’s blessing rests upon such 
marriage, whether or not there are children of the union.  We reject social norms that 
assume different standards for women than for men in marriage.  We support laws in civil 
society that define marriage as the union of one man and one woman. 
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• ¶304 QUALIFICATIONS FOR ORDINATION – The practice of homosexuality is incompatible 
with Christian teaching.  Therefore, self-avowed practicing homosexuals are not to be 
certified as candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in the UMC. 

Progressive Views Being Expressed – Sexuality:   

• 12 Annual Conferences have stated they will NOT abide by the UMC Book of Discipline  
o Several Ministers and Bishops are openly practicing homosexuals and openly defy 

the BOD by performing homosexual unions 
 

• The formerly conservative-leaning Southeastern Jurisdiction elected liberal leader Tom 
Berlin as bishop. At the 2019 General Conference, Berlin notoriously characterized the 
denomination upholding traditional Christian values on marriage and sex as a sickening 
“virus” like Ebola. 
 

• Duke University, an official UM seminary, hosted and supported Duke Divinity Pride where 
students and faculty, led by UM pastors referred to God as “The Holy and Queer One.” “The 
Great Queer One” “Strange one. Fabulous one. Fluid and ever becoming one.” And one 
prayer included the words: 
 

“You are mother, father, and parent. You are sister, brother, and sibling. You are drag 
queen and trans man and gender fluid, incapable of limiting your vast expressions of 
beauty.” 
 

• Pastor Isaac Simmons, IGRC, openly preaches in drag attire as “Ms. Pennycost” 
 

• Gay activist, Cedric Bridgeforth, was elected Bishop in the Western Jurisdiction (Nov ’22) 
 
• All 13 newly elected bishops are in favor of changing the Book of Discipline’s paragraphs to 

allow for homosexual marriage and allow the ordination of practicing homosexual persons. 
 

o None of the newly elected Bishops hold a traditional view of marriage 
 

• Nov 2-5, 2022:  All five U.S. jurisdictions passed resolutions titled “Leading With Integrity” 
and “Queer Delegates Call to Center Justice and Empowerment for LGBTQIA+ People in 
UMC,” and all five supported the formation of a U.S. regional conference. Other legislation 
passed includes establishing a queer delegates caucus and a Native American ministry 
committee in the Western Jurisdiction, which also vowed to practice cross-conference 
collaboration, passing legislation titled “Permeable Boundaries.” 
 

• Summary of progressive view: 
o Alignment with current culture that homosexuality is not a sin 
o Gender is a social construct 
o Open defiance of the UMC Book of Discipline 


