1/5/25 - Sunday prayer Luke 14:1-24
God you are God of Grace
You have tenderly invited your people to sit at your table and enjoy the banquet feast with you.
We can only ask with thankfulness on my lips, why are we guests? 
Why have you made US  hear your voice?
Holy Spirit sanctify us, renew our minds day after day. Guide our hearts to help us truly understand what we have earned and be amazed by what you gave us. In the eyes of Holy God our works are like shoes that have been walking in that slushy dirty snow. What we bring to the table is like the filthy gross melted ground, but you choose to clothe us in your righteousness and invite us to sit at your table and that is astounding. 
Spirit of God by your power would you lift up those who had hard holiday season. Lord in those difficult and depressing times we pray that instead of pushing your cross away, that they would hold it closely than ever before. In the storms of life, captivate our eyes that we wouldn’t focus on the waves but on your face. That we would come to you not out of fear but in love. 
Father we pray for our bible study leaders, that they would lead with kindness and be clear about all the truth and grace in your word.
We pray for those in authority, that they would be given an extra portion of humility knowing that it is the sovereign God who has placed them there. 
God, we pray for business people that they would the steward your money well towards your good kingdom work. 
Finally, we pray for the believers here today, that we understand that we arent saved because of what we do or how we act. We arent saved because our children are well behaved, we arent saved because how generous we were in 2024, we arent saved because we are good friends or good listeners. Lord we are saved In christ alone. We deserved your holy justice but in your Grace, the god-man, Jesus came and took the punishment we earned.  
You showed us mercy. Let us be a people marked by mercy. Give us the courage to walk in faith and share your gospel message to our coworkers, neighbors, family and friends. You are our wonderful savior and we can’t wait to sit with you at the banquet feast what a wonderful day that will be. In the name of Jesus, Amen 
