The Names and Titles of God
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” Acts 4:12

One of the ways that God reveals himself to mankind is how he identifies himself to us.

Names were often used to demonstrate characteristics, history or nature of people.

God changed Abram (meaning high father) to Abraham (father of a multitude). Jacob(supplanter) to Isreal (he shall rule as God). Simon (hearing) to Peter (rock).

God’s name is his self-revelation to man.
Gods name represents his…
· Presence
· Revelation of his character
· Power
· authority
God used his name as a form of progressive revelation – Exo 6:3
The name Jehovah has an association with redemption and salvation (note vs 4-8)

Abraham used Jehovah in Genesis 22:14 but not in the sense of redemptive aspect of the name.

Temple of Solomon 1 Kings 8:27-29. How could a temple hold God?
· His name would be there!

Exodus 9:16 -- name to be declared throughout the earth
Deut 28:58-59 – Demands fear for his name
Exo 20:7 – don’t take his name in vain
Psalm 44:20-21 – don’t forget his name
Psalm 91:14-16 – blessing for those who know his name
Malachi 3:16 – think on his name

Primary Names of God in the Old Testament
El – strength, might, almighty,deity.
Eloah – derived from El and refers to deity, the God of..
Elah – Aramaic form of Eloah
Elohim – plural form of Eloah, OT uses this form for God more than any other. It is the plural intensive denoting greatness, majesty and multiplicity of God
Adon – ruler or master
Adonai – Lord
Yahweh – Jehovah – redemptive name of God in the Old Testament. This is particularly the name by which he distinguishes himself from other gods in the Old Testament. (Isa 42:8)
· It means self-existing or Eternal One. “I AM” is the first person form of Yahweh. 
· Active existence.
Tetragrammaton – use of YHWH. 
	We don’t actually know how the Jews pronounced it but we know that to protect the name because of its sacredness they did not use it. That would call him Lord.
The Revelation of the Name
None of the Old Testament names of God is a complete revelation of God’s nature. Often times they would compound the name based on his actions.
God would not always reveal his name in the OT.
Gen 32:29 –Jacob wrestles with God
Jud 13:18 – Name is secret
Prov 30:4 – the prophet saw a future revelation of God and asked what was his sons name.
Zech 14:9 – One Lord, one name…

The One Name: Jesus!

Jesus is the equivalent to the Hebrew name Jehoshua, Jeshua, or Joshua which means salvation.
Jesus – Jehovah is Salvation
Matt 1:21 – call his name Jesus: for he shall save…
Jesus is the highest most exalted name ever revealed to man. It culminates all the OT revelations of God
Isa 52:6 – my people will know my name.

The New Testament church is identified by the name of Jesus.

Matt 10:22 – hated for his name
Acts 5:28, 9:21, 15:26 – persecuted for his name
Acts 5:41 – honor to suffer for his name
Phil 2:9-10 – name above every name
Col 3:17 – rely on his name in all we do
Acts 4:17-18, 5:28 – teach and preach in his name
Mark 16:17-18, James 5:14 – supernatural power in his name
John 14:13-14, 16:23 – pray in His name
Matt 18:20 – gather in his name
Acts 2:28 – baptized in his name for remission of sins
Acts 3:16 – we must have faith in his name for effectiveness

If we deny Jesus and deny his name we deny the Father(Jhn 5:23;8:19;12:44-45;13:20;14:7-9; 1 Jhn 2:23)
If we accept the name of Jesus we glorify the Father ( Col 3:17)

Psalm 22:22, Heb 2:12 – Messiah would declare the name of the Lord
John 17:6, 26 – Jesus declared and manifested the name of the father
Heb 1:4 – the Son inherited his name from the Father

Jesus is God

For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily  -- Colossians 2:9

The Old Testament testifies that Jesus is God

Isa 9:6 – child born, son given…what is name would be.
Isa 7:14 – called Immanuel
Isa 11:1, 10 – branch and root of Jesse
Isa 35:4-6 – when God comes he will save you…
Isa 40:3 – prepare the way
Micah 5:2 – proves the Messiah is God

The New Testament proclaims that Jesus is God

John 20:28 – Thomas confession
Acts 20:28 – church purchased by Gods own blood
Titus 2:13 – great God and savior
2 Pet 1:1 – God and our savior

Col 2:9 – Jesus is not a part of God but all of God. 
Godhead
· Theotis – state of being God
Jesus – Humanity and Deity
Jesus is God manifested in the flesh
1 Tim 3:16; Jhn 1:1, 14; 
2 Cor 5:19 – God was in Christ
Col 1:15, 2 Cor 4:4 – image of the invisible God
Heb 10:20 – the flesh is a veil
Heb 10:5 – body prepared

The Word (John 1:1)
Logos – thought, plan, utterance, expression 
· The Incarnation existed in the mind of God before the world began(1 Pet 1:19-20, Revelation 13:8)
Greeks often used logos as something acted out that was before planned.
*Ancient Gnosticism around Johns time used to word logos to state that Christ was inferior to God or developed over time. John firmly states that the logos was with (Greek – pros – pertained to) God in the beginning and was God!
Jesus was God from the beginning of his human life.
Matt 1:23
Heb 1:6, Luke 2:26, Luke 2:38, Matt 2:11 – people worshipped the infant as God
Luke 1:35 – Holy Ghost would overshadow and he would be the Son of God
The Mystery of Godliness

1 Tim 3:16
· 2 Natures of Christ
· God and Man
This concept was a great stumbling block to the Jews (John 5:18, John 10:33 )

