A Fruitful Season- Part 2
Getting Rid Of The Ugly

So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful
nature craves. The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what
the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what the
sinful nature desires. These two forces are constantly fighting each other, so you are
not free to carry out your good intentions. But when you are directed by the Spirit, you
are not under obligation to the law of Moses.

Galatians 5:16-18 (NLT)

When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: sexual
immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy,
outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, envy, drunkenness, wild parties,
and other sins like these. Let me tell you again, as | have before, that anyone living
that sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God.

Galatians 5:19-21 (NLT)

So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to do with
sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Don’t be greedy, for a greedy
person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world. Because of these sins, the
anger of God is coming. You used to do these things when your life was still part of
this world. But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, slander,
and dirty language. Don’t lie to each other, for you have stripped off your old sinful
nature and all its wicked deeds.

Colossians 3:5-9 (NLT)

e To think that sin is acceptable, is to diminish what Jesus did for us on the cross.

Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and exiles to abstain from sinful desires that
wage war against the soul.
1 Peter 2:11 (CSB)

e To not kill what is slowly killing you is ludicrous.

Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, you have no obligation to do what your sinful

nature urges you to do. For if you live by its dictates, you will die. But if through the

power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful nature, you will live.
Romans 8:12-13 (NLT)

Don’t let anyone under pressure to give in to evil say, “God is trying to trip me up.”
God is impervious to evil, and puts evil in no one’s way. The temptation to give in to
evil comes from us and only us. We have no one to blame but the leering, seducing
flare-up of our own lust. Lust gets pregnant, and has a baby: sin! Sin grows up to
adulthood, and becomes a real killer.

James 1:13-15 (MSG)

e Become mindful of the future consequences of sin not just the present
pleasure of it.



So then, since Christ suffered physical pain, you must arm yourselves with the same
attitude he had, and be ready to suffer, too. For if you have suffered physically for
Christ, you have finished with sin. You won’t spend the rest of your lives chasing your
own desires, but you will be anxious to do the will of God.

1 Peter 4:1-2 (NLT)

Out of your heart come evil thoughts, murder, unfaithfulness in marriage, vulgar
deeds, stealing, telling lies, and insulting others. These are what make you unclean.
Matthew 15:19-20a (CEV)

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful
nature to his cross and crucified them there.
Galatians 5:24 (NLT)

e We crucify that which is contrary to our new nature in Christ Jesus.

Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. Do not let any
part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves
completely to God, for you were dead, but now you have new life. So use your whole
body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory of God.

Romans 6:12-13 (NLT)

e The greatest key to overcoming sin and temptation is to keep our eyes on
Jesus.

We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose
its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. For when we died with Christ we
were set free from the power of sin. And since we died with Christ, we know we will
also live with him.

Romans 6:6-8 (NLT)

Since we have such a huge crowd of men of faith watching us from the grandstands,
let us strip off anything that slows us down or holds us back, and especially those
sins that wrap themselves so tightly around our feet and trip us up; and let us run
with patience the particular race that God has set before us. Keep your eyes on
Jesus, our leader and instructor. He was willing to die a shameful death on the cross
because of the joy he knew would be his afterwards; and now he sits in the place of
honor by the throne of God. If you want to keep from becoming fainthearted and
weary, think about his patience as sinful men did such terrible things to him. After
all, you have never yet struggled against sin and temptation until you sweat great
drops of blood.

Hebrews 12:1-4 (TLB)

e See yourself not as a struggling sinner but as an overcoming saint.

And we are instructed to turn from godless living and sinful pleasures. We should
live in this evil world with wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to God, while we look
forward with hope to that wonderful day when the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed. He gave his life to free us from every kind of sin,
to cleanse us, and to make us his very own people, totally committed to doing good
deeds.

Titus 2:12-14 (NLT)



