A Mature Mindset - Part 6
The Power We Need to Finish Well

Dear brothers and sisters, I close my letter with these last words: Be joyful.
Grow to maturity. Encourage each other. Live in harmony and peace. Then
the God of love and peace will be with you. 2 Corinthians 13:11 (NLT)

¢ A mature mindset acknowledges the need for daily
spiritual power.

Jesus came and told his disciples, ‘1 have been given all authority in heaven and
on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach
these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure
of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT)

And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to
everyone.” Mark 16:15 (NLT)

And now I will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay
here in the city until the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power from
heaven.” Then Jesus led them to Bethany, and lifting his hands to heaven, he
blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up to
heaven. So they worshiped him and then returned to Jerusalem filled with great
joy. And they spent all of their time in the Temple, praising God.

Luke 24:49-53 (NLT) “

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you
will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem,
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After saying
this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they could no
longer see him. As they strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed
men suddenly stood among them. ‘Men of Galilee,” they said, ‘why are you
standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven,
but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!”
Acts 1:8-11 (NLT)

But our High Priest offered himself to God as a single sacrifice for sins, good for all

time. Then he sat down in the place of honor at God s right hand. There he

waits until his enemies are humbled and made a footstool under his feet.
Hebrews 10:12-13 (NLT)

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a
sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole
house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that
separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Acts 2:1-4 (NIV)

Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, ‘What does this mean?” Some,
however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” Then Peter
stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: ‘Fellow Jews
and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to
what I say. These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the
morning! Acts 2:12-15 (NIV)

I am telling you these things now while I am still with you. But when the Father

sends the Advocate as my representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—he will

teach you everything and will remind you of everything I have told you.
John 14:25-26 (NLT)

“But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don t, the Advocate
won t come. If I do go away, then I will send him toyou.”  John 16:7 (NLT)

“I came to you in weakness—timid and trembling. And my message and my
preaching were very plain. Rather than using clever and persuasive speeches,
I relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit. I did this so you would trust not
in human wisdom but in the power of God.” 1 Corinthians 2:3-5 (NLT)

May all those who seek You [as life’s first priority] rejoice and be glad in You;
May those who love Your salvation say continually, “Let God be magnified!”
Psalm 70:4 (AMP)

And [l know that] you [who believe] are enduring patiently and are bearing up for
My name'’s sake, and that you have not grown weary [of being faithful to the
truth]. But I have this [charge] against you, that you have left your first

love [you have lost the depth of love that you first had for Me]. So

remember the heights from which you have fallen, and repent [change your inner
self—your old way of thinking, your sinful behavior—seek God’s will] and do
the works you did at firstfwhen you first knew Me]; Revelation 2:3-5a (AMP)

Then Jesus gave them this illustration: “No one tears a piece of cloth from a new
garment and uses it to patch an old garment. For then the new garment
would be ruined, and the new patch wouldn’t even match the old garment.
“And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. For the new wine would burst
the wineskins, spilling the wine and ruining the skins. New wine must be
stored in new wineskins. But no one who drinks the old wine seems to want
the new wine. ‘The old is just fine,” they say.” Luke 5:36-39 (NLT)
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