An Unfinished Life
Part 10

“Human life is a struggle, isn’t it? It's a life sentence to hard labor. Like field
hands longing for quitting time and working stiffs with nothing to hope for
but payday, I'm given a life that meanders and goes nowhere— months of
aimlessness, nights of misery! 1 go to bed and think, ‘How long till I can get
up? I toss and turn as the night drags on—and I'm fed up! I'm covered with
maggots and scabs. My skin gets scaly and hard, then oozes with pus. My
days come and go swifter than the click of knitting needles, and then the
yarn runs out—an unfinished life! Job 7:1-6 (MSG)

When Job prayed for his friends, the Lord restored his fortunes. In fact, the
Lord gave him twice as much as before! Then all his brothers, sisters, and
former friends came and feasted with him in his home. And they consoled him and
comforted him because of all the trials the Lord had brought against him. And
each of them brought him a gift of money and a gold ring .So the Lord
blessed Job in the second half of his life even more than in the beginning.
For now he had 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 teams of oxen, and 1,000
female donkeys. He also gave Job seven more sons and three more daughters. He
named his first daughter Jemimah, the second Keziah, and the third Keren-
happuch. In all the land no women were as lovely as the daughters of Job. And
their father put them into his will along with their brothers. Job lived 140 years
after that, living to see four generations of his children and grandchildren.
Then he died, an old man who had lived a long, full life. Job 42:10-17 (NLT)

« When Job prayed for his friends, restoration started for him.

¢ When others gave to him, the Lord used it as a seedbed of
blessing for second half of his life.

Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be
trusted to keep his promise. Let us think of ways to motivate one another to
acts of love and good works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as
some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his
return is drawing near. Hebrews 10:23-25 (NLT)

¢ What you think about others will determine how you treat
them most of the time and especially how you treat them
during conflict.

So prepare your minds for action and exercise self-control. Put all your
hope in the gracious salvation that will come to you when Jesus Christ is
revealed to the world. So you must live as God’s obedient children. Don'’t slip

back into your old ways of living to satisfy your own desires. You didn’t know any
better then. But now you must be holy in everything you do, just as God who chose
you is holy. For the Scriptures say, “You must be holy because I am holy.” And
remember that the heavenly Father to whom you pray has no favorites. He
will judge or reward you according to what you do. So you must live in
reverent fear of him during your time here as “temporary residents.” For
you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited
from your ancestors. And it was not paid with mere gold or silver, which lose their
value. It was the precious blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God. God
chose him as your ransom long before the world began, but now in these last days
he has been revealed for your sake. Through Christ you have come to trust in God.
And you have placed your faith and hope in God because he raised Christ from the
dead and gave him great glory. You were cleansed from your sins when you
obeyed the truth, so now you must show sincere love to each other as
brothers and sisters. Love each other deeply with all your heart. 23 For you
have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end. Your new life
will last forever because it comes from the eternal, living word of God. 1
Peter 1:13-23 (NLT)

Fake love is selfish, shallow and superficial.

Sincere Godly love is selfless and sacrificial.

If your love for others have not cost you anything you might
want to consider the root of your so called love.

Let love be your highest goal! But you should also desire the special abilities the
Spirit gives—especially the ability to prophesy. 1 Corinthians 14:1(NLT)

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united
with Christ. Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ
to be holy and without fault in his eyes. God decided in advance to adopt us into
his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he
wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure. So we praise God for the glorious
grace he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son. He is so rich in
kindness and grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and
forgave our sins. He has showered his kindness on us, along with all wisdom
and understanding. God has now revealed to us his mysterious will
regarding Christ—which is to fulfill his own good plan. And this is the plan:
At the right time he will bring everything together under the authority of
Christ—everything in heaven and on earth. Furthermore, because we are
united with Christ, we have received an inheritance from God, for he chose us in
advance, and he makes everything work out according to his plan.

Ephesians 1:3-11(NLT)



What does living this out in practice actually looks like?

Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your
calling, for you have been called by God. Always be humble and gentle. Be
patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because
of your love. Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit,
binding yourselves together with peace. For there is one body and one
Spirit, just as you have been called to one glorious hope for the future. There
is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all, in
all, and living through all. However, he has given each one of us a special gift
through the generosity of Christ. Ephesians 4:1-7 (NLT)

Here’s how it looks like, practically:

e Always be humble

e Always be gentle

¢ Be patient with others.

¢ Make allowance for other peoples mistakes.
¢ Make every effort to keep unity

¢ Make every effort to be bound together by peace.
¢« Remember the principle of One.

¢ Do not negate Christ’s generosity by ignoring the gift He gave
you.

Those of us who are strong and able in the faith need to step in and lend a hand to
those who falter, and not just do what is most convenient for us. Strength is for
service, not status. Each one of us needs to look after the good of the people
around us, asking ourselves, “How can I help?” That's exactly what Jesus did. He
didn’t make it easy for himself by avoiding people’s troubles, but waded right in
and helped out. “I took on the troubles of the troubled,” is the way Scripture puts
it. Even if it was written in Scripture long ago, you can be sure it's written for us.
God wants the combination of his steady, constant calling and warm,
personal counsel in Scripture to come to characterize us, keeping us alert
for whatever he will do next. May our dependably steady and warmly
personal God develop maturity in you so that you get along with each other
as well as Jesus gets along with us all. Then we’ll be a choir—not our voices

only, but our very lives singing in harmony in a stunning anthem to the God
and Father of our Master Jesus! Romans 15:1-6 (MSG)

I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and
peace because you trust in him. Then you will overflow with confident hope
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13 (NLT)



