An Unfinished Life
Part 3

“Human life is a struggle, isn’t it? It’s a life sentence to hard labor. Like field
hands longing for quitting time and working stiffs with nothing to hope for
but payday, I'm given a life that meanders and goes nowhere— months of
aimlessness, nights of misery! 1 go to bed and think, ‘How long till I can get
up?’ I toss and turn as the night drags on—and I'm fed up! I'm covered with
maggots and scabs. My skin gets scaly and hard, then oozes with pus. My
days come and go swifter than the click of knitting needles, and then the
yarn runs out—an unfinished life! Job 7:1-6 (MSG)

Watch your step, use your head, make the most of every chance you get...
Ephesians 5:16 (MSG)

After doing God'’s will by serving the people of his time, David died. He was
laid to rest with his ancestors, but his body decayed. Acts 13:36 (GW)

You Are Called to the Ministry

Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and
on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples
to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you
always, even to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT)

The Lord now chose seventy-two other disciples and sent them ahead in pairs to
all the towns and places he planned to visit. These were his instructions to them:
“The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray to the Lord who is in
charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields. Now go,
and remember that | am sending you out as lambs among wolves.

Luke 10:1-3 (NLT)

Then he said to the disciples, ‘Anyone who accepts your message is also accepting
me. And anyone who rejects you is rejecting me. And anyone who rejects me is
rejecting God, who sent me.” When the seventy-two disciples returned, they
Jjoyfully reported to him, ‘Lord, even the demons obey us when we use your name!”
“Yes,” he told them, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning! Look, I have
given you authority over all the power of the enemy, and you can walk
among snakes and scorpions and crush them. Nothing will injure you. But
don t rejoice because evil spirits obey you; rejoice because your names are
registered in heaven.” At that same time Jesus was filled with the joy of the Holy
Spirit, and he said, “O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, thank you for hiding
these things from those who think themselves wise and clever, and for revealing
them to the childlike. Yes, Father, it pleased you to do it this way. “My Father has
entrusted everything to me. No one truly knows the Son except the Father,

and no one truly knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the
Son chooses to reveal him.” Luke 10:16-22 (NLT)

So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time
come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” He replied, “The Father
alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for
you to know. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon
you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in
Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Acts 1:6-8 (NLT)

There is Order in the Kingdom, Just Like There is Order in the
Human Body:

The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole
body. So it is with the body of Christ. 1 Corinthians 12:12 (NLT)

But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where he
wants it. 1 Corinthians 12:18 (NLT)

All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it. Here are
some of the parts God has appointed for the church: first are apostles,
second are prophets, third are teachers, then those who do miracles, those
who have the gift of healing, those who can help others, those who have the
gift of leadership, those who speak in unknown languages.

1 Corinthians 12:27-28 (NLT)

Paul’s Final Visit to Troas

On the first day of the week, we gathered with the local believers to share in the
Lord s Supper. Paul was preaching to them, and since he was leaving the next day,
he kept talking until midnight. The upstairs room where we met was lighted with
many flickering lamps. As Paul spoke on and on, a young man named Eutychus,
sitting on the windowsill, became very drowsy. Finally, he fell sound asleep and
dropped three stories to his death below. Paul went down, bent over him, and
took him into his arms. “Don’t worry,” he said, “he’s alive!” Then they all went
back upstairs, shared in the Lord’s Supper, and ate together. Paul continued
talking to them until dawn, and then he left. Meanwhile, the young man was
taken home alive and well, and everyone was greatly relieved.

Acts 20:7-38 (NLT)

Paul Meets the Ephesian Elders

Paul went by land to Assos, where he had arranged for us to join him, while we
traveled by ship. He joined us there, and we sailed together to Mitylene. The next
day we sailed past the island of Kios. The following day we crossed to the island of
Samos, and a day later we arrived at Miletus. Paul had decided to sail on past



Ephesus, for he didn’t want to spend any more time in the province of Asia. He
was hurrying to get to Jerusalem, if possible, in time for the Festival of

Pentecost. But when we landed at Miletus, he sent a message to the elders of
the church at Ephesus, asking them to come and meet him. When they
arrived he declared, “You know that from the day I set foot in the province of Asia
until now I have done the Lord’s work humbly and with many tears. I have
endured the trials that came to me from the plots of the Jews. I never shrank back
from telling you what you needed to hear, either publicly or in your homes. I have
had one message for Jews and Greeks alike—the necessity of repenting from sin
and turning to God, and of having faith in our Lord Jesus. “And now I am bound
by the Spirit to go to Jerusalem. I don t know what awaits me, except that
the Holy Spirit tells me in city after city that jail and suffering lie ahead. But
my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for finishing the work assigned
me by the Lord Jesus—the work of telling others the Good News about the
wonderful grace of God. “And now I know that none of you to whom I have
preached the Kingdom will ever see me again. I declare today that I have
been faithful. If anyone suffers eternal death, it’s not my fault, for didn’t
shrink from declaring all that God wants you to know. “So guard yourselves
and God s people. Feed and shepherd God s flock—his church, purchased
with his own blood—over which the Holy Spirit has appointed you as
leaders. [ know that false teachers, like vicious wolves, will come in among you
after I leave, not sparing the flock. Even some men from your own group will rise
up and distort the truth in order to draw a following. Watch out! Remember the
three years I was with you—my constant watch and care over you night and day,
and my many tears for you. And now I entrust you to God and the message of his
grace that is able to build you up and give you an inheritance with all those he
has set apart for himself. “I have never coveted anyone 5 silver or gold or fine
clothes. You know that these hands of mine have worked to supply my own needs
and even the needs of those who were with me. And [ have been a constant
example of how you can help those in need by working hard. You should
remember the words of the Lord Jesus: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.””
When he had finished speaking, he knelt and prayed with them. They all cried as
they embraced and kissed him good-bye. They were sad most of all because he
had said that they would never see him again. Then they escorted him down to
the ship. Acts 30:13-38 (NLT)

After saying farewell to the Ephesian elders, we sailed straight to the island of
Cos. The next day we reached Rhodes and then went to Patara. There we boarded
a ship sailing for Phoenicia. We sighted the island of Cyprus, passed it on our left,
and landed at the harbor of Tyre, in Syria, where the ship was to unload its cargo.
We went ashore, found the local believers, and stayed with them a week. These
believers prophesied through the Holy Spirit that Paul should not go on to
Jerusalem. When we returned to the ship at the end of the week, the entire
congregation, including women and children, left the city and came down to the
shore with us. There we knelt, prayed, and said our farewells. Then we went
aboard, and they returned home. The next stop after leaving Tyre was Ptolemais,

where we greeted the brothers and sisters and stayed for one day. The next day
we went on to Caesarea and stayed at the home of Philip the Evangelist, one
of the seven men who had been chosen to distribute food. He had four
unmarried daughters who had the gift of prophecy. Several days later a
man named Agabus, who also had the gift of prophecy, arrived from Judea.
He came over, took Paul s belt, and bound his own feet and hands with it.
Then he said, “The Holy Spirit declares, ‘So shall the owner of this belt be
bound by the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem and turned over to the Gentiles.””
When we heard this, we and the local believers all begged Paul not to go on
to Jerusalem. But he said, ‘Why all this weeping? You are breaking my
heart! I am ready not only to be jailed at Jerusalem but even to die for the
sake of the Lord Jesus.” When it was clear that we couldn’t persuade him,
we gave up and said, “The Lord’s will be done.”

Acts 21:1-13 (NLT)

Meanwhile, the believers who had been scattered during the persecution after
Stephen’s death traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch of Syria. They
preached the word of God, but only to Jews. However, some of the believers who
went to Antioch from Cyprus and Cyrene began preaching to the Gentiles[a]
about the Lord Jesus. The power of the Lord was with them, and a large
number of these Gentiles believed and turned to the Lord. When the church
at Jerusalem heard what had happened, they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he
arrived and saw this evidence of God’s blessing, he was filled with joy, and he
encouraged the believers to stay true to the Lord. Barnabas was a good man, full
of the Holy Spirit and strong in faith. And many people were brought to the
Lord. Then Barnabas went on to Tarsus to look for Saul. When he found him, he
brought him back to Antioch. Both of them stayed there with the church for a full
year, teaching large crowds of people. (It was at Antioch that the believers were
first called Christians.) During this time some prophets traveled from
Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them named Agabus stood up in one of the
meetings and predicted by the Spirit that a great famine was coming upon
the entire Roman world. (This was fulfilled during the reign of Claudius.) So
the believers in Antioch decided to send relief to the brothers and sisters in
Judea, everyone giving as much as they could. This they did, entrusting their
gifts to Barnabas and Saul to take to the elders of the church in Jerusalem.
Acts 11:19-30 (NLT)

Motivational Gifts:

In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if God
has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has
given you. If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach
well. If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give
generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility
seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly. Don’t
just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to
what is good. Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in



honoring each other. Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord
enthusiastically. Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep
on praying. When God s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be
eager to practice hospitality. Romans 12:6-13 (NLT)

Ministry Gifts:

For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called to one glorious
hope for the future. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and
Father of all, who is over all, in all, and living through all. However, he has given
each one of us a special gift through the generosity of Christ. That is why the
Scriptures say, “When he ascended to the heights, he led a crowd of captives and
gave gifts to his people.” Notice that it says “he ascended.” This clearly means that
Christ also descended to our lowly world. And the same one who descended is the
one who ascended higher than all the heavens, so that he might fill the entire
universe with himself. Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the
apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their
responsibility is to equip God'’s people to do his work and build up the
church, the body of Christ. This will continue until we all come to such unity in
our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord,
measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ. Then we will no longer
be immature like children. We won t be tossed and blown about by every wind of
new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so
clever they sound like the truth. Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing
in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the

church. He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its
own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is
healthy and growing and full of love. Ephesians 4:4-16 (NLT)

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your
souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not
with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. Hebrews 13:17 (ESV)

Definition of Submission: to willingly lace yourself under the
authority of another for the purpose of accomplishing the
same mission.

* Submission to authority is ultimately about faith.

Biblical Example - The Centurion

e An act of submission is an act of faith

Now when He concluded all His sayings in the hearing of the people, He entered
Capernaum. And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear to him, was sick and
ready to die. So when he heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to Him,

pleading with Him to come and heal his servant. And when they came to Jesus,
they begged Him earnestly, saying that the one for whom He should do this was
deserving, “for he loves our nation, and has built us a synagogue.” Then Jesus went
with them. And when He was already not far from the house, the centurion sent
friends to Him, saying to Him, “Lord, do not trouble Yourself, for [ am not worthy
that You should enter under my roof. Therefore I did not even think myself worthy
to come to You. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I also am a
man placed under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,” and
he goes; and to another, ‘Come,” and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,” and he
does it.” When Jesus heard these things, He marveled at him, and turned around
and said to the crowd that followed Him, “I say to you, I have not found such great
faith, not even in Israel!” And those who were sent, returning to the house, found
the servant well who had been sick. Luke 7:1-10 (NKJV)

Several Things We Learn From the Centurion About Authority:

e He recognized the authority given to Jesus

Then Jesus went with them. And when He was already not far from the house, the
centurion sent friends to Him, saying to Him, “Lord, do not trouble Yourself, for
I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof. Luke 7:6 (NKJV)

I cannot do anything on my own. The Father sent me, and he is the one who
told me how to judge. I judge with fairness, because I obey him, and I don’t just
try to please myself. John 5:30 (CEV)

But I have a greater witness than John—my teachings and my miracles. The
Father gave me these works to accomplish, and they prove that he sent me.
John 5:36 (NLT)

I have come with my Father’s authority, and you have not welcomed me. But
you will welcome people who come on their own. John 5:43 (CEV)

So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man on the cross, then you will
understand that I am he. I do nothing on my own but say only what the Father
taught me. John 8:28 (NLT)

Jesus said to them, “If God were really your Father, you would love me,
because I came from God and now I am here. I did not come by my own
authority; God sent me. John 8:42 (NCV)

No one can take my life from me. I sacrifice it voluntarily. For I have the
authority to lay it down when I want to and also to take it up again. For this
is what my Father has commanded.” John 10:18 (NLT)

* He recognized his position in relation to Jesus



Therefore I did not even think myself worthy to come to You. Luke 7:7 (NKJV)

So when he heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to Him, pleading with
Him to come and heal his servant. Luke 7:3 (NKJV)

e He demonstrates his understanding of how authority
works.

For I also am a man placed under authority, having soldiers under me. And |
say to one, ‘Go,” and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,” and he comes; and to my
servant, ‘Do this,” and he does it.” Luke 7:8 (NKJV)

e He shows that he grasps both the responsibility and
benefits of authority.

And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear to him, was sick and ready to
die. Luke 7:2 (NKJV)

But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I also am a man

placed under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,” and
he goes; and to another, ‘Come,” and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,” and he
does it.” Luke 7:7b (NKJV)

And when they came to Jesus, they begged Him earnestly, saying that the one for
whom He should do this was deserving, “for he loves our nation, and has built
us a synagogue.” Luke 7:4-5 (NKJV)

e He also recognized that Authority does not have to be in
proximity to be respected or dismissed.

When Jesus heard these things, He marveled at him, and turned around and said
to the crowd that followed Him, “I say to you, I have not found such great
faith, not even in Israel!” And those who were sent, returning to the house,
found the servant well who had been sick. Luke 7:9-10 (NKJV)

Our Faith’s Foundation is in Our Relationship With the Father:

All who follow the leading of God s Spirit are God s own sons. Nor are you meant
to relapse into the old slavish attitude of fear—you have been adopted into the
very family circle of God and you can say with a full heart, “Father, my
Father”. The Spirit himself endorses our inward conviction that we really are
the children of God. Think what that means. If we are his children we share
his treasures, and all that Christ claims as his will belong to all of us as
well! Yes, if we share in his suffering we shall certainly share in his glory.
Romans 8:14-17 (].B. Phillips)



