Baptism Service - Identification

I don’t speak on my own authority. The Father who sent me has commanded
me what to say and how to say it. And I know his commands lead to eternal
life; so I say whatever the Father tells me to say. John 12:49-50 (NLT)

Why should I be water baptized?

e Water baptism is an act of obedience.

Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven
and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these
new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this:
I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT)

“If you love Me, keep My commandments.” John 14:15 (NKJV)

At that time Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan River and wanted John to
baptize him. But John tried to stop him, saying, “Why do you come to me to
be baptized? I need to be baptized by you!” Jesus answered, “Let it be this
way for now. We should do all things that are God’s will.” So John agreed to
baptize Jesus. Matthew 3:13-15 (NCV)

e Water baptism is an act of urgency.

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and
the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" Peter replied, "Repent and
be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for
you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our
God will call.” With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with
them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation."” Those who accepted
his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their
number that day. Acts 2:37-41 (NIV)

Instantly something like scales fell from Saul s eyes, and he regained his
sight. Then he got up and was baptized. Afterward he ate some food and
regained his strength. Acts 9:18-19 (NLT)

They replied, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, along with
everyone in your household.” And they shared the word of the Lord with him
and with all who lived in his household. Even at that hour of the night, the
jailer cared for them and washed their wounds. Then he and everyone in his
household were immediately baptized. Acts 16:31-33 (NLT)

“Then what baptism did you experience?” he asked. And they replied, “The
baptism of John.” Paul said, ‘John s baptism called for repentance from sin.
But John himself told the people to believe in the one who would come later,
meaning Jesus.” As soon as they heard this, they were baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus. Acts 19:3-5 (NLT)

e Water baptism is an act of identification.

For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with him you
were raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who
raised Christ from the dead. You were dead because of your sins and
because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive
with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. He canceled the record of the charges
against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.

Colossians 2:12-14 (NLT)

Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and
more of his wonderful grace? Of course not! Since we have died to sin, how
can we continue to live in it? Or have you forgotten that when we were
joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his death? For we died
and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives.
Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be raised to life
as he was. We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so
that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. For
when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. And since
we died with Christ, we know we will also live with him. Romans 6:1-8 (NLT)

Jesus said to all of them, ‘If anyone wants to come after me, let him deny
himself, take up his cross daily, and follow me. For whoever wants to save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. After all,
what will it benefit a man if he gains the whole world, but destroys himself
oris lost? Luke 9:23-25 (EHV)

e Water baptism is an act of celebration.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the
new has come! 2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV)

And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch
went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out
of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the
eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.

Acts 8:38-39 (NIV)

e Every believer should be baptized.



