Be Salty - Part 2
A Prison of Our Own Design

“You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor?
Can you make it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot
as worthless. “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that
cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket.
Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the
house. In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that
everyone will praise your heavenly Father. Matthew 5:13-16 (NLT)

To be salty - I must be willing to see the needs of others!

To be salty - We must be willing to take last place!

To be salty - I must act radically against anything in me that
might cause others to stumble.

The root of continued conflict is pride.

“But if you cause one of these little ones who trusts in me to fall into sin, it
would be better for you to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone
hung around your neck. If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It s better to
enter eternal life with only one hand than to go into the unquenchable fires of hell
with two hands. If your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It s better to enter eternal
life with only one foot than to be thrown into hell with two feet. And if your eye
causes you to sin, gouge it out. It s better to enter the Kingdom of God with only
one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, where the maggots never
die and the fire never goes out. For everyone will be tested with fire.

Mark 9:42-49 (NLT)

* To be salty - I must work for peace.

Salt is good for seasoning. But if it loses its flavor, how do you make it salty
again? You must have the qualities of salt among yourselves and live in
peace with each other.” Mark 9:50 (NLT)

So you cannot become my disciple without giving up everything you own. Salt is

good for seasoning. But if it loses its flavor, how do you make it salty

again? Flavorless salt is good neither for the soil nor for the manure pile. It is

thrown away. Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand!”
Luke 14:33-35 (NLT)

You have heard that it was said to those of old, You shall not murder, and
whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment. But I say to you that whoever
is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And
whoever says to his brother, Raca! shall be in danger of the council. But whoever
says, You fool! shall be in danger of hell fire. Matthew 5:21-22 (NKJV)

* The more you let your anger talk, the greater the potential for
destruction.

And among all the parts of the body, the tongue is a flame of fire. It is a whole
world of wickedness, corrupting your entire body. It can set your whole life
on fire, for it is set on fire by hell itself. James 3:6 (NLT)

Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother
has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way.
First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Agree with
your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your adversary
deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be thrown
into prison. Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no means get out of there till
you have paid the last penny. Matthew 5:23-26 (NKJV)

For the Scriptures say, If you want to enjoy life and see many happy days, keep
your tongue from speaking evil and your lips from telling lies. Turn away
from evil and do good. Search for peace, and work to maintain it.The eyes of the
Lord watch over those who do right, and his ears are open to their prayers. But
the Lord turns his face against those who do evil.” 1 Peter 3:10-12 (NLT)



