
Becoming	A	Disciple	
Part	3	-	A	Holy	Contradiction	

	

To	the	church	of	God	which	is	at	Corinth,	to	those	who	are	sanctified	in	Christ	
Jesus,	called	to	be	saints,	with	all	who	in	every	place	call	on	the	name	of	
Jesus	Christ	our	Lord,	both	theirs	and	ours:	Grace	to	you	and	peace	from	God	our	
Father	and	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.		 	 								1	Corinthians	1:2-3	(NKJV)	
	

But	Jesus	often	withdrew	to	lonely	places	and	prayed.					 															Luke	5:16	(NIV)	
	

Solitude	is	the	furnace	of	transformation.	Without	solitude	we	
remain	victims	of	our	society	and	continue	to	be	entangled	in	the	
illusions	of	the	false	self.	Jesus	himself	entered	into	this	furnace.	
There	he	was	tempted	with	the	three	compulsions	of	the	world:	to	
be	relevant,	to	be	spectacular,	and	to	be	powerful.	There	he	
affirmed	God	as	the	only	source	of	his	identity.	Solitude	is	the	place	
of	the	great	struggle	and	the	great	encounter	-	the	struggle	
against	the	compulsions	of	the	false	self,	and	the	encounter	with	
the	loving	God	who	offers	himself	as	the	substance	of	the	new	self.”	
	

I’ve	kept	my	feet	on	the	ground,	I’ve	cultivated	a	quiet	heart.	Like	a	baby	content	in	
its	mother’s	arms,	my	soul	is	a	baby	content.		 	 								Psalm	131:2	(MSG)	
	

"The	more	one	reads	of	the	lives	and	works	of	great	men,	the	
more	one	sees	that	they	have	a	twin	capacity—the	capacity	to	
work	and	the	capacity	to	wait."	
	

Then	Jesus	was	led	by	the	Spirit	into	the	wilderness	to	be	tempted	by	the	devil.		
									Matthew	4:1	(NIV)	
	

After	he	had	dismissed	them,	he	went	up	on	a	mountainside	by	himself	to	pray.	
Later	that	night,	he	was	there	alone,			 	 	 				Matthew	14:23	(NIV)	
	

At	daybreak,	Jesus	went	out	to	a	solitary	place.	The	people	were	looking	for	him	
and	when	they	came	to	where	he	was,	they	tried	to	keep	him	from	leaving	them.		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 															Luke	4:42	(NIV)	
	

He	must	become	greater	and	greater,	and	I	must	become	less	and	less.	
														John	3:30	(NLT)	

	

“The	Saint	is	a	medicine	because	he	is	an	antidote.	Indeed	that	is	
why	the	saint	is	often	a	martyr;	he	is	mistaken	for	a	poison	
because	he	is	an	antidote.	He	will	generally	be	found	restoring	
the	world	to	sanity	by	exaggerating	whatever	the	world	neglects,	
which	is	by	no	means	always	the	same	element	in	every	age.	Yet	
each	generation	seeks	its	saint	by	instinct;	and	he	is	not	what	the	
people	want,	but	rather	what	the	people	need…	Therefore	it	is	

the	paradox	of	history	that	each	generation	is	converted	by	the	
saint	who	contradicts	it	most.”	
	

He	says,	“Be	still,	and	know	that	I	am	God;	I	will	be	exalted	among	the	nations,	I	
will	be	exalted	in	the	earth.”	 	 	 	 									Psalm	46:10	(NIV)	
	
	
	
	


