Faith That Works - Part 2
Faith That Remains Loyal

The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in God, this faith, is the
firm foundation under everything that makes life worth living. It's our
handle on what we can't see. Hebrews 11:1-2a (MSG)

And so, dear brothers and sisters who belong to God and are partners with those
called to heaven, think carefully about this Jesus whom we declare to be God’s
messenger and High Priest. For he was faithful to God, who appointed him, just as
Moses served faithfully when he was entrusted with God’s entire house. But Jesus
deserves far more glory than Moses, just as a person who builds a house deserves
more praise than the house itself. For every house has a builder, but the one
who built everything is God. Moses was certainly faithful in God’s house as a
servant. His work was an illustration of the truths God would reveal later. But
Christ, as the Son, is in charge of God’s entire house. And we are God’s house,
if we keep our courage and remain confident in our hope in Christ. That is
why the Holy Spirit says, “Today when you hear his voice, don’t harden your
hearts as Israel did when they rebelled, when they tested me in the
wilderness. There your ancestors tested and tried my patience, even though they
saw my miracles for forty years. So I was angry with them, and I said, ‘Their hearts
always turn away from me. They refuse to do what I tell them.” So in my anger |
took an oath: ‘They will never enter my place of rest.”” Be careful then, dear
brothers and sisters. Make sure that your own hearts are not evil and
unbelieving, turning you away from the living God. You must warn each other
every day, while it is still “today,” so that none of you will be deceived by sin and
hardened against God. For if we are faithful to the end, trusting God just as
firmly as when we first believed, we will share in all that belongs to Christ.
Remember what it says: “Today when you hear his voice, don’t harden your hearts
as Israel did when they rebelled.” And who was it who rebelled against God, even
though they heard his voice? Wasn't it the people Moses led out of Egypt? And who
made God angry for forty years? Wasn't it the people who sinned, whose corpses
lay in the wilderness? And to whom was God speaking when he took an oath that
they would never enter his rest? Wasn't it the people who disobeyed him? So we
see that because of their unbelief they were not able to enter his rest.
Hebrews 3:1-19 (NLT)

At the Lord’s command, the whole community of Israel left the wilderness of Sin
and moved from place to place. Eventually they camped at Rephidim, but there
was no water there for the people to drink. So once more the people complained
against Moses. “Give us water to drink!” they demanded. “Quiet!” Moses
replied. “Why are you complaining against me? And why are you testing the
Lord?” But tormented by thirst, they continued to argue with Moses. “Why did you
bring us out of Egypt? Are you trying to kill us, our children, and our livestock with
thirst?” Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What should I do with these people?

They are ready to stone me!” The Lord said to Moses, “Walk out in front of the
people. Take your staff, the one you used when you struck the water of the Nile,
and call some of the elders of Israel to join you. I will stand before you on the rock
at Mount Sinai. Strike the rock, and water will come gushing out. Then the people
will be able to drink.” So Moses struck the rock as he was told, and water gushed
out as the elders looked on. Moses named the place Massah (which means
“test”) and Meribah (which means “arguing”) because the people of Israel
argued with Moses and tested the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord here with us
or not?” Exodus 17:1-7(NLT)

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your
souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not
with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. ~Hebrews 13:17 (ESV)

In the first month of the year, the whole community of Israel arrived in the
wilderness of Zin and camped at Kadesh. While they were there, Miriam died and
was buried. There was no water for the people to drink at that place, so they
rebelled against Moses and Aaron. The people blamed Moses and said, “If only
we had died in the Lord’s presence with our brothers! Why have you brought
the congregation of the Lord’s people into this wilderness to die, along with all our
livestock? Why did you make us leave Egypt and bring us here to this terrible
place? This land has no grain, no figs, no grapes, no pomegranates, and no
water to drink!” Moses and Aaron turned away from the people and went to the
entrance of the Tabernacle, where they fell face down on the ground. Then the
glorious presence of the Lord appeared to them, and the Lord said to Moses, “You
and Aaron must take the staff and assemble the entire community. As the people
watch, speak to the rock over there, and it will pour out its water. You will provide
enough water from the rock to satisfy the whole community and their livestock.”
So Moses did as he was told. He took the staff from the place where it was
kept before the Lord. Then he and Aaron summoned the people to come and
gather at the rock. “Listen, you rebels!” he shouted. “Must we bring you
water from this rock?” Then Moses raised his hand and struck the rock twice
with the staff, and water gushed out. So the entire community and their
livestock drank their fill. But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did
not trust me enough to demonstrate my holiness to the people of Israel, you will
not lead them into the land I am giving them!” This place was known as the waters
of Meribah (which means “arguing”) because there the people of Israel argued
with the Lord, and there he demonstrated his holiness among them.

Numbers 20:1-13 (NLT)

So I was angry with them, and I said, ‘Their hearts always turn away from me.
They refuse to do what I tell them.’ So in my anger I took an oath: ‘They will never
enter my place of rest.”” Be careful then, dear brothers and sisters. Make sure
that your own hearts are not evil and unbelieving, turning you away from
the living God. You must warn each other every day, while it is still “today,” so



that none of you will be deceived by sin and hardened against God. For if we are
faithful to the end, trusting God just as firmly as when we first believed, we
will share in all that belongs to Christ. Remember what it says: “Today when
you hear his voice, don’t harden your hearts as Israel did when they rebelled.” And
who was it who rebelled against God, even though they heard his voice? Wasn't it
the people Moses led out of Egypt? And who made God angry for forty years?
Wasn't it the people who sinned, whose corpses lay in the wilderness? And to
whom was God speaking when he took an oath that they would never enter his
rest? Wasn't it the people who disobeyed him? So we see that because of their
unbelief they were not able to enter his rest. Hebrews 3:10 -19 (NLT)

Idon’t want you to forget, dear brothers and sisters, about our ancestors in
the wilderness long ago. All of them were guided by a cloud that moved ahead of
them, and all of them walked through the sea on dry ground. In the cloud and in
the sea, all of them were baptized as followers of Moses. All of them ate the same
spiritual food, and all of them drank the same spiritual water. For they
drank from the spiritual rock that traveled with them, and that rock was
Christ. Yet God was not pleased with most of them, and their bodies were
scattered in the wilderness. These things happened as a warning to us, so
that we would not crave evil things as they did, or worship idols as some of
them did. As the Scriptures say, “The people celebrated with feasting and drinking,
and they indulged in pagan revelry.” And we must not engage in sexual immorality
as some of them did, causing 23,000 of them to die in one day. Nor should we put
Christ to the test, as some of them did and then died from snakebites. And don’t
grumble as some of them did, and then were destroyed by the angel of death.
These things happened to them as examples for us. They were written down
to warn us who live at the end of the age. If you think you are standing strong,
be careful not to fall. The temptations in your life are no different from what
others experience. And God is faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be
more than you can stand. When you are tempted, he will show you a way out
so that you can endure. 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 (NLT)



