
 He Is… – Part 1 
God of the Test 

  
So John’s disciples came to him and said, “Rabbi, the man you met on the other 
side of the Jordan River, the one you identified as the Messiah, is also baptizing 
people. And everybody is going to him instead of coming to us.” John replied, “No 
one can receive anything unless God gives it from heaven. You yourselves know 
how plainly I told you, ‘I am not the Messiah. I am only here to prepare the way 
for him.’ It is the bridegroom who marries the bride, and the bridegroom’s friend 
is simply glad to stand with him and hear his vows. Therefore, I am filled with joy 
at his success. He must become greater and greater, and I must become less 
and less. “He has come from above and is greater than anyone else. We are 
of the earth, and we speak of earthly things, but he has come from heaven 
and is greater than anyone else. He testifies about what he has seen and 
heard, but how few believe what he tells them! Anyone who accepts his 
testimony can affirm that God is true. For he is sent by God. He speaks God’s 
words, for God gives him the Spirit without limit. The Father loves his Son and 
has put everything into his hands. And anyone who believes in God’s Son has 
eternal life. Anyone who doesn’t obey the Son will never experience eternal life 
but remains under God’s angry judgment.”       John 3:26-36 (NLT)  

  
He then got into the boat with them, and the wind died down. The disciples 
were completely confused. Their minds were closed, and they could not 
understand the true meaning of the loaves of bread.        Mark 6:51-52 (CEV) 

  
Jesus soon saw a huge crowd of people coming to look for him. Turning to 
Philip, he asked, “Where can we buy bread to feed all these people?” He was 
testing Philip, for he already knew what he was going to do.  

John 6:5-6 (NLT)  

  
The comparison test – Do not compare yourself with your 
challenge.    
  
Philip replied, it would take a small fortune to feed them.         John 6:7 (NLT) 

  
David replied to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword, spear, and javelin, 
but I come to you in the name of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies—the God of 
the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. Today the Lord will conquer 
you, and I will kill you and cut off your head. And then I will give the dead 
bodies of your men to the birds and wild animals, and the whole world will 
know that there is a God in Israel!            1 Samuel 17:45-46 (NLT) 

  
God’s test is never about grading us, it is always about growing 
us.  

Testing Defined: 
 

An opportunity to reveal your potential and demonstrate your 
maturity, by displaying your true character, attitude, and 
resolve, in order to reveal the level of your trust. 
  
Jesus soon saw a huge crowd of people coming to look for him. Turning to 
Philip, he asked, “Where can we buy bread to feed all these people?” He was 
testing Philip, for he already knew what he was going to do. 

 John 6:5-6 (NLT)  

  
God’s Test is To: 

 
• Reveal the level of your faith and then to build your faith.    

  
• Develop character in you, to prepare you for your future.  
 
• Show his glory to demonstrate His faithfulness.  
  
So, friends, it’s obvious that our visit to you was no waste of time. We had just 
been given rough treatment in Philippi, as you know, but that didn’t slow us 
down. We were sure of ourselves in God, and went right ahead and said our piece, 
presenting God’s Message to you, defiant of the opposition. God tested us 
thoroughly to make sure we were qualified to be trusted with this Message. 
Be assured that when we speak to you we’re not after crowd approval—
only God approval. Since we’ve been put through that battery of tests, 
you’re guaranteed that both we and the Message are free of error, mixed 
motives, or hidden agendas. We never used words to butter you up. No one 
knows that better than you. And God knows we never used words as a 
smoke screen to take advantage of you.    1 Thessalonians 2:1-5 (MSG) 

  
Whatever you compare you challenge too, ultimately reveals 
who and what you actually trust! 
  
Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own 
understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path 
to take.                    Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT) 
  
This is what the LORD says: “Cursed are those who put their trust in mere 
humans, who rely on human strength and turn their hearts away from 
the LORD. They are like stunted shrubs in the desert, with no hope for the 
future. They will live in the barren wilderness, in an uninhabited salty land. 
“But blessed are those who trust in the LORD and have made the LORD their 



hope and confidence. They are like trees planted along a riverbank, with 
roots that reach deep into the water. Such trees are not bothered by the 
heat or worried by long months of drought. Their leaves stay green, and 
they never stop producing fruit.                  Jeremiah 17:5-7 (NLT) 
 

 


