It Happened In The Garden! - Part 2
The Battle Rages

These things happened to them as examples for us. They were written down to warn us
who live at the end of the age. If you think you are standing strong, be careful not to
fall. The temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. And
God is faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. When
you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure.

1 Corinthians 10:11-13 (NLT)

Then Jesus went with them to the olive grove called Gethsemane, and he said, “Sit here
while I go over there to pray.” He took Peter and Zebedee's two sons, James and John,
and he became anguished and distressed. He told them, “My soul is crushed with grief to
the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” He went on a little farther and
bowed with his face to the ground, praying, Matthew 26:36-39 (NLT)

What happens in the garden can only be understood from:
e What Jesus says.
e What He does.
e What He experiences.

He told them, “My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death. Stay here and keep
watch with me.” Matthew 26:38 (NLT)

It was time for supper, and the devil had already prompted Judas, son of Simon Iscariot,
to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over everything
and that he had come from God and would return to God. John 13:2-3 (NLT)

“I don’t have much more time to talk to you, because the ruler of this world
approaches. He has no power over me, but I will do what the Father requires of me, so
that the world will know that I love the Father. Come, lets be going.”

John 14:30-31 (NLT)

e Jesus is not battling His own will in the garden; He is standing
against the enemy’s attack on His life.

For you are the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil things he
does. He was a murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar
and the father of lies. John 8:44 (NLT)

“The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich
and satisfying life. “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for
the sheep. A hired hand will run when he sees a wolf coming. He will abandon the
sheep because they don’t belong to him and he isn’t their shepherd. And so the wolf
attacks them and scatters the flock. The hired hand runs away because he’s working
only for the money and doesn’t really care about the sheep. “I am the good shepherd; 1
know my own sheep, and they know me, just as my Father knows me and I know the

Father. So I sacrifice my life for the sheep. I have other sheep, too, that are not in this
sheepfold. I must bring them also. They will listen to my voice, and there will be one
flock with one shepherd. The Father loves me because I sacrifice my life so I may take
it back again. No one can take my life from me. I sacrifice it voluntarily. For I have
the authority to lay it down when I want to and also to take it up again. For this is what
my Father has commanded.” John 10:10-18 (NLT)

But it was the Lord’s good plan to crush him and cause him grief. Yet when his life is
made an offering for sin, he will have many descendants. He will enjoy a long life, and
the Lord s good plan will prosper in his hands. When he sees all that is accomplished by
his anguish, he will be satisfied. And because of his experience, my righteous servant will
make it possible for many to be counted righteous, for he will bear all their sins. I will
give him the honors of a victorious soldier, because he exposed himself to death. He
was counted among the rebels. He bore the sins of many and interceded for rebels.

Isaiah 53:10-12 (NLT)

e Jesus overcame the devil in the pressing of the garden.
e He overcame sin in the suffering of the cross.

A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on all of God’s armor
so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. For we are not
fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the
unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the
heavenly places. Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to
resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm.

Ephesians 6:10-13 (NLT)

® There is power available to overcome.

Then, accompanied by the disciples, Jesus left the upstairs room and went as usual to the
Mount of Olives. There he told them, “Pray that you will not give in to temptation.” He
walked away, about a stone'’s throw, and knelt down and prayed, “Father, if you are
willing, please take this cup of suffering away from me. Yet I want your will to be done,
not mine.” Then an angel from heaven appeared and strengthened him. He prayed
more fervently, and he was in such agony of spirit that his sweat fell to the ground like
great drops of blood. At last he stood up again and returned to the disciples, only to find
them asleep, exhausted from grief. “Why are you sleeping? ” he asked them. “Get up
and pray, so that you will not give in to temptation.”  Luke 22:39-46 (NLT)

Then the devil went away, and angels came and took care of Jesus.
Matthew 4:11 (NLT)

If you want to keep from becoming fainthearted and weary, think about his patience as
sinful men did such terrible things to him. After all, you have never yet struggled against
sin and temptation until you sweat great drops of blood. Hebrews 12:3-4 (LB)

Then he returned and found the disciples asleep. He said to Peter, “Simon, are you
asleep? Couldn't you watch with me even one hour? Keep watch and pray, so that you
will not give in to temptation. For the spirit is willing, but the body is weak.” Then Jesus
left them again and prayed the same prayer as before. When he returned to them
again, he found them sleeping, for they couldnt keep their eyes open. And they didn 't
know what to say. When he returned to them the third time, he said, “Go ahead and



sleep. Have your rest. But no—the time has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the
hands of sinners. Up, let’s be going. Look, my betrayer is here!” Mark 14:37-42 (NLT)

For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons
we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power
to demolish strongholds. 2 Corinthians 10:3-4 (NIV)

When we are in our garden of pressing, we need to:
e Press into God’s presence.
e Press into God’s purpose.

e Press into God’s power.



