Struggles that Strengthen - Pastor Noel Wilcox

Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh
what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his
body, which is the church. Colossians 1:24 (NIV)

I want you to know how hard I am contending for you and for those at
Laodicea, and for all who have not met me personally. My goal is that
they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may
have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may
know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. I tell you this so that no one may
deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. For though I am absent from
you in body, [ am present with you in spirit and delight to see how
disciplined you are and how firm your faith in Christ is. So then, just as
you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him,
rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were
taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. Colossians 2:1-7 (NIV)

1. Paul’s labor (service) for the church.

2. It began with Paul’s commission.

But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to
proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of
Israel. Acts 9:15 (NIV)

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever
wants to save their lifewill lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will
find it. Matthew 16:24-25 (NIV)

But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing
power is from God and not from us. We are hard pressed on every
side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. We always carry around in
our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed
in our body. For we who are alive are always being given over to death
for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal
body. So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.

2 Corinthians 4: 7-12 (NIV)

That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then [ am
strong. 2 Corinthians 12:10 (NIV)

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the
troubles we experienced in the province of Asia. We were under great
pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired of life
itself. Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. But this
happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the
dead. He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us
again. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us,

2 Corinthians 1:8-10 (NIV)

3. Aservant of the church.
4. The church’s identity of purpose.
5. Don’t complicate the gospel.
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