
Summer Rocks, July 11th 
I Love My Church 

 
Stop being hateful! Quit trying to fool people, and start being sincere. Don’t be 
jealous or say cruel things about others. Be like newborn babies who are thirsty 
for the pure spiritual milk that will help you grow and be saved. You have already 
found out how good the Lord really is. Come to Jesus Christ. He is the living stone 
that people have rejected, but which God has chosen and highly honored. And 
now you are living stones that are being used to build a spiritual house. You 
are also a group of holy priests, and with the help of Jesus Christ you will 

offer sacrifices that please God. It is just as God says in the Scriptures, “Look! I 
am placing in Zion a choice and precious cornerstone. No one who has faith in 
that one will be disappointed.” You are followers of the Lord, and that stone is 

precious to you. But it isn’t precious to those who refuse to follow him. They 
are the builders who tossed aside the stone that turned out to be the most 
important one of all. They disobeyed the message and stumbled and fell over 

that stone, because they were doomed. But you are God’s chosen and special 
people. You are a group of royal priests and a holy nation. God has brought 
you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Now you must tell all the 

wonderful things that he has done. The Scriptures say,“Once you were 

nobody. Now you are God’s people. At one time no one had pity on you. Now 
God has treated you with kindness. Dear friends, you are foreigners and 
strangers on this earth. So I beg you not to surrender to those desires that fight 
against you. Always let others see you behaving properly, even though they may 
still accuse you of doing wrong. Then on the day of judgment, they will honor God 
by telling the good things they saw you do.       1 Peter 2:1-12 (CEV) 

 
I always thank my God for you and for the gracious gifts he has given you, now 
that you belong to Christ Jesus. Through him, God has enriched your church in 
every way—with all of your eloquent words and all of your knowledge. This 
confirms that what I told you about Christ is true. Now you have every spiritual 
gift you need as you eagerly wait for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
will keep you strong to the end so that you will be free from all blame on the 
day when our Lord Jesus Christ returns. God will do this, for he is faithful to do 
what he says, and he has invited you into partnership with his Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to live in harmony with each other. Let there be no divisions in the 
church. Rather, be of one mind, united in thought and purpose.  

1 Corinthians 1:4-11 (NLT) 


