The Facts Of Spiritual Life - Part 7

We must keep our eyes on Jesus, who leads us and makes our faith complete.
Hebrews 12:2a (CEV)

We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might
lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. ‘For when we died with
Christ we were set free from the power of sin. Romans 6:6-7 (NLT)

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has become a child of God. And
everyone who loves the Father loves his children, too. ?We know we love God s children
if we love God and obey his commandments. 3Loving God means keeping his
commandments, and his commandments are not burdensome. “For every child of
God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory through our faith. >SAnd
who can win this battle against the world? Only those who believe that Jesus is
the Son of God. 1 John 5:1-5 (NLT)

So the trouble is not with the law, for it is spiritual and good. The trouble is with me, for |
am all too human, a slave to sin. %1 don t really understand myself, for | want to do what
is right, but | don t do it. Instead, | do what | hate. 16But if | know that what | am doing is
wrong, this shows that | agree that the law is good. 1’So | am not the one doing wrong; it
is sin living in me that does it. *8And | know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my
sinful nature. | want to do what is right, but | can t. 1% want to do what is good, but |
dont. | dont want to do what is wrong, but | do it anyway. 2°But if | do what | don t want
to do, | am not really the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it. 2| have
discovered this principle of life—that when | want to do what is right, I inevitably do what
is wrong. 22 love God s law with all my heart. 22But there is another power within me
that is at war with my mind. This power makes me a slave to the sin that is still within
me. 240Oh, what a miserable person | am! Who will free me from this life that is
dominated by sin and death? 2°Thank God! The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord.
So you see how it is: In my mind | really want to obey God s law, but because of my
sinful nature | am a slave to sin. Romans 7:14-25 (NLT)

So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 2And
because you belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from
the power of sin that leads to death. 3The law of Moses was unable to save us
because of the weakness of our sinful nature. So God did what the law could not do. He
sent his own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners have. And in that body God
declared an end to sin s control over us by giving his Son as a sacrifice for our
sins. “He did this so that the just requirement of the law would be fully satisfied for us,
who no longer follow our sinful nature but instead follow the Spirit. °Those who are
dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but those who are controlled by
the Holy Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. °So letting your sinful nature
control your mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your mind leads to
life and peace. “For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never did obey God s
laws, and it never will. 8That s why those who are still under the control of their sinful



nature can never please God. °But you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You
are controlled by the Spirit if you have the Spirit of God living in you. (And
remember that those who do not have the Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong to
him at all.) 1°And Christ lives within you, so even though your body will die because of
sin, the Spirit gives you life because you have been made right with God. ' The Spirit of
God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus
from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you.
2Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, you have no obligation to do what your
sinful nature urges you to do. '3For if you live by its dictates, you will die. But if
through the power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful nature,
you will live. **For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. Romans
8:1-14 (NLT)

| have written this to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may
know you have eternal life. *And we are confident that he hears us whenever we ask
for anything that pleases him. 1°>And since we know he hears us when we make our
requests, we also know that he will give us what we ask for. 1 John 5:13-15 (NLT)

We know that God s children do not make a practice of sinning, for God s Son
holds them securely, and the evil one cannot touch them. *®*We know that we are
children of God and that the world around us is under the control of the evil one. 2°And
we know that the Son of God has come, and he has given us understanding so that we
can know the true God. And now we live in fellowship with the true God because we
live in fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ. He is the only true God, and he is eternal
life. 2Dear children, keep away from anything that might take God s place in your
hearts. 1 John 5:18-21 (NLT)



