The Radical Cross - Part 4
“The Cross Must Be Personal”

As for me, God forbid that I should boast about anything except the cross of our

Lord Jesus Christ. Because of that cross, my interest in all the attractive things of

the world was killed long ago, and the world 5 interest in me is also long dead.
Galatians 6:14 (TLB)

“Father, forgive them, for they don t know what they are doing.”
Luke 23:34 (NLT)

“I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.” Luke 23:43 (NLT)

* Everyone needs the cross and all must believe personally in
the One who hung on the cross.

Standing near the cross were Jesus’ mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary
(the wife of Clopas), and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother
standing there beside the disciple he loved, he said to her, “Dear woman, here is
your son.” And he said to this disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from then
on this disciple took her into his home. John 19:25-27 (NLT)

But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to
the law. Galatians 4:4 (NLT)

The wine supply ran out during the festivities, so Jesus’ mother told him, “They
have no more wine.” “Dear woman, that’s not our problem,” Jesus replied.
“My time has not yet come.” But his mother told the servants, “Do whatever
he tells you.” John 2:3-5 (NLT)

One time Jesus entered a house, and the crowds began to gather again. Soon he
and his disciples couldn’t even find time to eat. When his family heard what
was happening, they tried to take him away. “He’s out of his mind,” they
said. Mark 3:20-21 (NLT)

Then Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him. They stood outside and
sent word for him to come out and talk with them. There was a crowd sitting
around Jesus, and someone said, “Your mother and your brothers are outside
asking for you.” Jesus replied, “Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?” Then he
looked at those around him and said, “Look, these are my mother and brothers.
Anyone who does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.”

Mark 3:31-35 (NLT)

Then Simeon blessed them, and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is
destined to cause many in Israel to fall, and many others to rise. He has been
sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose him. As a result, the deepest
thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very
soul.” Luke 2:34-35 (NLT)

* In His greatest moments of pain He forgives, He promises
eternal life, and He takes care of His natural responsibility
(His mother).

After this, Jesus traveled around Galilee. He wanted to stay out of Judea, where the
Jewish leaders were plotting his death. But soon it was time for the Jewish Festival
of Shelters, and Jesus’ brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea, where
your followers can see your miracles! You can’t become famous if you hide like
this! If you can do such wonderful things, show yourselfto the world!” For
even his brothers didn’t believe in him. John 7:1-5 (NLT)

* He trusted John with His mother, He is trusting us with His
bride.

So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have
loved you, you should love each other. John 13:34 (NLT)

The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous signs in addition to the ones
recorded in this book. But these are written so that you may continue to believe
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you will
have life by the power of his name. John 20:30-31 (NLT)
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