The Radical Cross - Part 6
“Are You Willing?”

As for me, God forbid that I should boast about anything except the cross of our

Lord Jesus Christ. Because of that cross, my interest in all the attractive things of

the world was killed long ago, and the world s interest in me is also long dead.
Galatians 6a:14 (TLB)

Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the land.
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama

sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Some of
those who stood there, when they heard that, said, “This Man is calling for Elijah!”
Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine and put it
on a reed, and offered it to Him to drink. The rest said, “Let Him alone; let us see if
Elijah will come to save Him.” Matthew 27:45-49 (NLT)

At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three o clock. Then at three

o clock Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”
which means “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” Some of the
bystanders misunderstood and thought he was calling for the prophet Elijah. One
of them ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, holding it up to him on a reed stick
so he could drink. “Wait!” he said. “Let’s see whether Elijah comes to take him
down!” he said. Mark 15:33-36 (NLT)

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Psalm 22:1a (ESV)

But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised by the
people. All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their
heads; “He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he
delights in him!” Psalm 22:6-8 (ESV)

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like
wax; it is melted within my breast; my strength is dried up like a potsherd,
and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death. For dogs
encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my
hands and feet— I can count all my bones—they stare and gloat over me;
they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.
Psalm 22:14-18 (ESV)

* Jesus was not, at any moment, surprised by what He had to go
through.

But Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Shall I not drink
from the cup of suffering the Father has given me?” John 18:11 (NLT)

“O men of Israel, listen! God publicly endorsed Jesus of Nazareth by doing
tremendous miracles through him, as you well know. But God, following his
prearranged plan, let you use the Roman government to nail him to the
cross and murder him. Acts 2:22-23 (TLB)

“The Father loves me because I sacrifice my life so I may take it back again. No one
can take my life from me. I sacrifice it voluntarily. For I have the authority to
lay it down when I want to and also to take it up again. For this is what my
Father has commanded.” John 10:17-18 (NLT)

* InJesus there is only complete submission to the Father’s will.

* How can I become more willing?

Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished this race we’re in. Study
how he did it. Because he never lost sight of where he was headed—that
exhilarating finish in and with God—he could put up with anything along the
way: Cross, shame, whatever. And now he’s there, in the place of honor, right
alongside God. When you find yourselves flagging in your faith, go over that
story again, item by item, that long litany of hostility he plowed through.
That will shoot adrenaline into your souls! In this all-out match against sin,
others have suffered far worse than you, to say nothing of what Jesus went
through—all that bloodshed! So don’t feel sorry for yourselves.

Hebrews 12:2-4 (MSG)
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