Why?

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not
send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world
through Him might be saved. John 3:16-17 (NKJV)

¢ Love finds a way to do the impossible while indifference finds
any excuse to not do the necessary!

Therefore, since we have been made right in God's sight by faith, we have peace
with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. Because of
our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege where we
now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God'’s glory.
We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they
help us develop endurance. And endurance develops strength of character, and
character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. And this hope will not lead
to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has
given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. When we were utterly
helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. Now,
most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though
someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially
good. But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us
while we were still sinners. Romans 5:1-8 (NLT)

e Whatis God’s agenda? His love for people.

Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus
teach. This made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that
he was associating with such sinful people—even eating with them! So Jesus
told them this story: “If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost,
what will he do? Won't he leave the ninety-nine others in the wilderness and go to
search for the one that is lost until he finds it? And when he has found it, he will
joyfully carry it home on his shoulders. When he arrives, he will call together his
friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost
sheep.’ In the same way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who
repents and returns to God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous
and haven’t strayed away! “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses
one. Won't she light a lamp and sweep the entire house and search carefully until
she finds it? And when she finds it, she will call in her friends and neighbors and
say, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost coin.” 10 In the same way,
there is joy in the presence of God’s angels when even one sinner repents.”
To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A man had two
sons. Luke 15:1-14 (NLT)

“So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off;, his
father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son,
embraced him, and kissed him. His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.” “But
his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it
on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. And kill the calf we have
been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, for this son of mine was dead and
has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.” So the party began.
Luke 15:20-24 (NLT)

We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and has
come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!” Luke 15:32 (NLT)

What will be your why?

Love makes you push through the awkward.

Love makes you take off the limits.

Jesus was sitting in the temple near the offering box and watching people
put in their gifts. He noticed that many rich people were giving a lot of
money. Finally, a poor widow came up and put in two coins that were worth
only a few pennies. Jesus told his disciples to gather around him. Then he
said: I tell you that this poor widow has put in more than all the others.
Everyone else gave what they didn't need. But she is very poor and gave
everything she had. Now she doesn't have a cent to live on.

Mark 12.41-44 (CEV)

All our persuading of men, then, is with this solemn fear of God in our
minds. What we are is utterly plain to God—and I hope to your consciences
as well. (No, we are not recommending ourselves to you again, but we can
give you grounds for legitimate pride in us—if that is what you need to
meet those who are so proud of the outward rather than the inward
qualification). If we have been “mad” it was for God'’s glory; if we are
perfectly sane it is for your benefit. At any rate there has been no selfish
motive. The very spring of our actions is the love of Christ. We look at it like
this: if one died for all men then, in a sense, they all died, and his purpose in
dying for them is that their lives should now be no longer lived for
themselves but for him who died and rose again for them.

2 Corinthians 5:11-15 (].B. Phillips)



