
Words That Hinder & Words That Help Our
Growth - Part 7 | Willful Obedience

Test yourselves to make sure you are solid in the faith. Don’t drift
along taking everything for granted. Give yourselves regular
checkups. You need firsthand evidence, not mere hearsay, that
Jesus Christ is in you. Test it out. If you fail the test, do
something about it. 2 Corinthians 13:5 (MSG)

● Our measure of testing is not simply
self-evaluation, it is Biblical obedience to the life
of Christ.
○ Willful obedience is key to our spiritual

growth.
But Samuel replied, “What is more pleasing to the Lord: your
burnt offerings and sacrifices or your obedience to his voice?
Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice, and submission is
better than offering the fat of rams.” 1 Samuel 15:22 (NLT)

● Obedience and sacrifice are intertwined
throughout Scripture.

Even though Jesus was God’s Son, He learned obedience from
the things He suffered. Hebrews 5:8 (NLT)

Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How
impossible it is for us to understand his decisions and his ways!
For who can know the Lord’s thoughts? Who knows enough to
give him advice? And who has given him so much that he needs
to pay it back? Romans 11:33-35 (NLT)

What I cannot do:
● I cannot outsmart God. – v33
● I cannot outthink God. – v34
● I cannot outgive God. – v35
For everything comes from him and exists by his power and is
intended for his glory. All glory to him forever! Amen.

Romans 11:36 (NLT)

What I can do:
● I can acknowledge who created me. – v36
● I can acknowledge who sustains me. – v36
● I can acknowledge who deserves the glory. – v36
For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my
mother's womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well.  My
frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in
secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth.  Your eyes saw
my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of
them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was
none of them.  How precious to me are your thoughts, O
God! How vast is the sum of them!  If I would count them, they are
more than the sand. I awake, and I am still with you.

Psalm 139:13-18 (ESV)
“Bring all who claim me as their God, for I have made them for
my glory. It was I who created them.” Isaiah 43:7 (NLT)

Willful Obedience Enables Me:
● To live a lifestyle of true worship.
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing
to God—this is your true and proper worship. Romans 12:1 (NIV)

● True worship is to offer my life as a living
sacrifice.

So brothers and sisters, since God has shown us great mercy, I beg
you to offer your lives as a living sacrifice to him. Your offering
must be only for God and pleasing to him, which is the spiritual
way for you to worship. Romans 12:1 (NCV)

○ To live my life as a living sacrifice, I need
daily Spiritual power.

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.
And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me
everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth.”  After saying this, he was taken up into a
cloud while they were watching, and they could no longer see him.
 As they strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed
men suddenly stood among them. “Men of Galilee,” they said,
“why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been
taken from you into heaven, but someday he will return from
heaven in the same way you saw him go!” Acts 1:8-11 (NLT) 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one
place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came
from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and
came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled
them. Acts 2:1-4 (NIV) 

Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this
mean?” Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have
had too much wine.” Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised
his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you
who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to
what I say. These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only
nine in the morning! Acts 2:12-15 (NIV) 
 I am telling you these things now while I am still with you. But
when the Father sends the Advocate as my representative—that
is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind
you of everything I have told you. John 14:25-26 (NLT)

But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the
Advocate won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send him to
you. John 16:7 (NLT) 

I came to you in weakness—timid and trembling. And my message
and my preaching were very plain. Rather than using clever and
persuasive speeches, I relied only on the power of the Holy
Spirit. I did this so you would trust not in human wisdom but in
the power of God. 1 Corinthians 2:3-5 (NLT)

May all those who seek You [as life’s first priority] rejoice and be
glad in You; May those who love Your salvation say continually,
“Let God be magnified!” Psalm 70:4 (AMP)


