to BE... or NOT...
Part 6

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Matthew 5:8 (NIV)

Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life.
Proverbs 4:23 (NLT)

“You are blessed when you get your inside world - your mind and heart - put
right. Then you can see God in the outside world. Matthew 5:8 (MSG)

But the Lord told him, “Samuel, don’t think Eliab is the one just because he’s tall
and handsome. He isn’t the one I've chosen. People judge others by what they
look like, but I judge people by what is in their hearts.” 1 Samuel 16:7 (CEV)

Because of the miraculous signs Jesus did in Jerusalem at the Passover celebration,
many began to trust in him. But Jesus didn’t trust them, because he knew all

about people. 25 No one needed to tell him about human nature, for he knew
what was in each person’s heart. John 2:23-25 (NLT)

As a face is reflected in water, so the heart reflects the real person.
Proverbs 27:19 (NLT)

Now when His disciples had come to the other side, they had forgotten to take
bread. Then Jesus said to them, “Take heed and beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees and the Sadducees.” Matthew 16:5-6 (NKJV)

Then He charged them, saying, “Take heed, beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” Mark 8:15 (NKJV)

In the meantime, when an innumerable multitude of people had gathered
together, so that they trampled one another, He began to say to His disciples
first of all, Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.

Luke 12:1 (NKJV)

By this time the crowd, unwieldy and stepping on each other's toes, numbered into
the thousands. But Jesus' primary concern was his disciples. He said to them,
"Watch yourselves carefully so you don't get contaminated with Pharisee
yeast, Pharisee phoniness. You can't keep your true self hidden forever; before
long you'll be exposed. You can't hide behind a religious mask forever; sooner
or later the mask will slip and your true face will be known. You can't whisper
one thing in private and preach the opposite in public; the day's coming when
those whispers will be repeated all over town. Luke 12:1-3 (MSG)

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The teachers of religious law
and the Pharisees are the official interpreters of the law of Moses. So practice and
obey whatever they tell you, but don’t follow their example. For they don’t
practice what they teach. Matthew 23:1-3 (NLT)

"What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites!
For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but
you ignore the more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You
should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things. Blind guides! You
strain your water so you won’t accidentally swallow a gnat, but you swallow a
camel! “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees.
Hypocrites! For you are so careful to clean the outside of the cup and the dish, but
inside you are filthy—full of greed and self-indulgence! You blind Pharisee! First
wash the inside of the cup and the dish, and then the outside will become clean,
too. What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees.
Hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs—beautiful on the outside but
filled on the inside with dead people’s bones and all sorts of impurity. Outwardly
you look like righteous people, but inwardly your hearts are filled with
hypocrisy and lawlessness. Matthew 23:23-28 (NLT)

A tree is identified by its fruit. If a tree is good, its fruit will be good. If a tree is bad,
its fruit will be bad. You brood of snakes! How could evil men like you speak what
is good and right? For whatever is in your heart determines what you say. A
good person produces good things from the treasury of a good heart, and an
evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil heart. And I tell
you this, you must give an account on judgment day for every idle word you speak.
The words you say will either acquit you or condemn you.”

Matthew 12:33-37 (NLT)

So you can see we were not preaching with any deceit or impure motives or
trickery. For we speak as messengers approved by God to be entrusted with the
Good News. Our purpose is to please God, not people. He alone examines the
motives of our hearts. 1 Thessalonians 2:3-4 (NLT)

And may the Lord make your love for one another and for all people grow
and overflow, just as our love for you overflows. May he, as a result, make
your hearts strong, blameless, and holy as you stand before God our Father
when our Lord Jesus comes again with all his holy people. Amen.

1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 (NLT)

May the Lord lead your hearts into a full understanding and expression of
the love of God and the patient endurance that comes from Christ.
2 Thessalonians 3:5 (NLT)



The purpose of my instruction is that all believers would be filled with love
that comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and genuine faith.
1 Timothy 1:5 (NLT)

Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in
sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure
heart, having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible,
through the word of God which lives and abides forever.

1 Peter 1:22-23 (NKJV)

If we love our brothers and sisters who are believers, it proves that we have
passed from death to life. But a person who has no love is still dead. Anyone
who hates another brother or sister is really a murderer at heart. And you
know that murderers don’t have eternal life within them. We know what real
love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So we also ought to give up our lives for
our brothers and sisters. 1John 3:14-16 (NLT)



