Session 7 - Prophets and Return

Isaiah 7:14
H ERM EN EUTI C Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the
TOO L # 7 virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name
UNDERSTANDING PROPHECY Immanuel.

How is this immediately fulfilled?

Definition: Old Testament prophecy has one correct

interpretation, but multiple fulfillments.

1) Immediate Fulfillment

200 GhristFulfillment How does Christ fulfill this prophecy?

3) New Heavens and New Earth Fulfillment

Example: The Messiah

Genesis 3:15 = "I will put enmity between you and the How does this point to the New Heavens and New Earth?
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring;

he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

THE FUTURE IS GRIM

In Nehemiah 9, we read a short summary of Israel history.
Watch the interplay between the Abrahamic Covenant and the
Mosaic Covenant.

Read Nehemiah 9:21-31; Psalm 137:1-9

THE PROPHETS
The prophets have the primary goal of
the words of God to God's people.

Their primary message was to call the people of God

They were often lonely, despised, and

even . (See Acts 7:51-53)

TWO ERAS OF PROPHETS
Moses (c.1450 BC) - Elisha (¢.850 BC)
Goal: Testify to the faithfulness of God and warn against unbelief.

Isaiah — Malachi (¢.850 BC - ¢.400 BC)

WHAT IS A PROPHET?

A prophet is someone who receives direct
revelation from God (God directly speaks to them),
and they are charged with communicating God's
message to others. They reveal the nature and
attributes of God, call others to repentance,

obedience, and worship, and foretell coming
events that God has decreed, in particular,
judgment and the coming Messiah. Technically,
Abraham was the first prophet (Genesis 20:6-7),
followed by Moses (Exodus 3:1-12). But the era of
the prophets really begins with Samuel and lasts
through Malachi.

Goal: To indict the people of Israel for their sin and call them to repentance.
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THE FIRST ERA OF PROPHETS (1450 - 850 BC) NOTES:

Samuel - The First Prophet

Final during the time of the Judges who

Saul and David.

Elijah - The Model Prophet

Elijah was sent to the northern kingdom of Israel during it's

darkest time, the reign of King and his wife
(1Kings 17).

Elijah did not . (2 Kings 2)

Elijah with Moses during the

. (Matthew 17, Mark 9, Luke 9)

(Moses represents the embodiment of the Law, Elijah represents

the embodiment of the Prophets.)

Elijah is predicted to to usher in the coming
of the Messiah. (Malachi 4:5-6)

THE SECOND ERA OF PROPHETS (850 - 400 BC)

ISAIAH

Isaiah was called to be a prophet to around

BC during the reign of kings.

Isaiah’s calling to prophetic ministry - Isaiah 6:1-13

Isaiah's Message:

Isaiah 1:10-20 - Reform back to
genuine trust in the Lord, but always proclaimed hope.

Isaiah gives us the clearest prophetic picture of the:

—Avictorious king
- Asuffering servant
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JEREMIAH
NOTES:
Jeremiah wrote the books of and
Nicknamed "The Prophet”
Called to be a prophet when he was years old and lasted
about years. (Jeremiah 1:4-10)

Jeremiah 23:9-11, 16-17 - Jeremiah was called to speak for God

to the exiles in Babylon against numerous false prophets who

were much more popular.

Jeremiah 20:7-9 - Jeremiah's frustration, waining faithfulness,
and passion for the Word. (See also Acts 4:19-20.)

THE NEW COVENANT IS INTRODUCED...

Jeremiah 31:31-34 - What features of the New Covenant are

introduced here?

EZEKIEL

Ezekiel was also called to the

Ezekiel's book is filled with

and scenes.

Ezekiel not only calls for repentance from the exiles in Babylon,

but he also proclaims disaster that is coming on the nations who

attacked and defiled Israel.

THE NEW COVENANT CONTINUES IN EZEKIEL...

Read Ezekiel 16:59-63, Ezekiel 36:22-32

What more do we learn about the New Covenant from these passages?
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THE NEW COVENANT SUMMARY

1) There will be a and of Israel and Judah.

2) Thisincludes God's indwelling in His people and a new which produces
obedience to God's commands.

3) God will single-handedly and the sin of His people.
4) This restoration is extended to

5)  God will do this for

The Gospel in Ezekiel - Read Ezekiel 33:10-20 NOTES:
THE RETURN TO THE LAND
The books of and

chronicle the tribe of Judah's return from Babylonian captivity.

The First Wave (Ezra) 536 BC

In 538 BC, an edict from Cyrus, king of Persia, allows Zerubbabel
to lead nearly Jews back to the land. (Ezra 2:2, 64-67)

They begin rebuilding the with the aid of
prophets Haggai and Zechariah.

The second temple was completed in BC, exactly 70
years after the Babylonian exile.

The Second Wave (Ezra) 458 BC

Ezra returns with people, including a small group of
to serve in the temple.

Ezra institutes badly needed social and religious reforms, being
zealous for the law. Ezra 7:10

The Third Wave (Nehemiah) 444 BC

Nehemiah is the to King Artaxerxes,
and a high-ranking official in the Medo-Persian court. Against
much local opposition, Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem to rebuild
the of Jerusalem in only 52 days.
Nehemiah 6:15
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HOMEWORK:

1) Read the following passages from Isaiah about the Messiah. What do we learn about the Messiah from each passage?

e Isaiah 9:2-7

o Read Isaiah 11:1-9

o Read Isaiah 42:1-4; 49:1-6; 50:4-9; 53:4-6

o Read Isaiah 61:1-4

Read Matthew 5-7 (The Sermon on the Mount)

2) What do you think Jesus’ understanding was of the Old Testament Law? Did he want to uphold the Old Testament Law,
make it harder to follow, or do away with the Law all together? What in the passage(s) helps you to arrive at your answer?

3) The Sermon on the Mount ends with this statement, "And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were
astonished at his teaching, for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.” Cite two or three
examples of how Jesus' authority as the Son of God is displayed in the Sermon.



