Session 9 - Now And Not Yet

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

The Kingdom of God: God's ,in God's , under God's

The main message Jesus preached was regarding the "Kingdom of God" or the "Kingdom of Heaven". Matthew 4:17

The Kingdom of God throughout the Story of Scripture:
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***No longer is the Kingdom of God centered around a place - it's centered around a person.
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THE KINGDOM OF GOD WILL COME:

1) Through the Power of the Holy Spirit

NOTES:

Jesus is the full embodiment of the Kingdom of God, yet he

tells his disciples it is to their advantage that He leaves:

Read John 16:7
What does the Holy Spirit do for the Church?

1) He the salvation that Christ earned
to us. (John 1:13, Titus 3:5)

2)He people to hear the Word of God

and even pray. (1 Corinthians 2:14-16, Romans 8:26)

3) He also empowers the Church to live lives.

(2 Peter 1:3)

2) Through the Preaching of the Gospel Message

How will the Kingdom of God arrive through the preaching of the

Gospel Message?
Read Romans 10:14-17; Romans 1:16

POINT: Preaching the Gospel is

by which the Kingdom will come to earth in individuals.

3)To All Nations
The Kingdom of God is not going to be a physical restoration of

national Israel, but a Kingdom that includes the Gentiles.

The Covenants

Abrahamic Covenant - “...and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.” - Genesis 12:3

New Covenant - "And it shall come to pass afterward, that | will

pour out my Spirit on all flesh.” - Joel 2:28

Gentiles included in the Promise

1) - Joshua 2-6; Hebrews 11:31; Matthew 1:5
2) — Ruth 1-4, Matthew 1:5
3) -Jonah 1-4

Read Ephesians 3:4-6
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PAULTHE APOSTLE NOTES:
Originally named from a city called

Paul was a and a member of the Jewish

Paul was also a citizen.

Paul was one of the most active

of the church. Acts 8:1

Saul's Conversion: Acts 9:1-9

Paul begins his ministry to the

- He takes missionary journeys

throughout the eastern Mediterranean area.

-He a number of churches in major

cities all along the way.

- He also writes many letters to these churches, many of which

we have today included in the New Testament.

- He gets a number of times for his

ministry work.

THE CHURCH IS BORN AND GROWS

The second stage of the coming of the Kingdom of God begins
on the

This occurs days after Passover. (Also known as The

Feast of Weeks which commemorates the day Moses received
the Law on Mount Sinai.)

This day marks the coming of the

Read Acts 2:1-4
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THE AGE IN-BETWEEN NOTES:

How do we make sense of the reality we find ourselves in?

The Old Age - from

to

The Age In-Between - from
to

The Age to Come - from

to

Our Current Situation:

Identity:
We do not belong to this world; we belong to the Kingdom!

John 15:19; John 17:14-16; Philippians 3:20

Sanctification:

Definition: Sanctification is a progressive work of God's grace

which renews the believer, making them like Christ, so that they
more and more die unto sin and rise unto newness of life.

“progressive” - Sanctification is a process that develops over the

lifetime of the Christian and is never fully completed in this life.

Romans 6:11-12

“renews the believer”-The Holy Spirit applies the righteousness
of Christ to us, having profound effects.

Romans 6:14

“making them like Christ” - We are being made into the image

of Christ and God promises that He will complete this work.
Romans 8:29-30

“so that they more and more...." - Sanctification is primarily a
work of God, but we have a responsibility in it as well.

Colossians 3:1-5

Persecution:

There are only two kinds of people in this world:

and

See 1 John 3:10.

God's Word and the gospel message are foolishness to those who

are unregenerate. 1 Corinthians 1:18
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HOMEWORK:

1) What is the most frustrating or difficult thing for you about the current age... this age of "in-between," the now and not
yet?

2) Read Isaiah 11:1-9, Isaiah 65:17-25, and Ezekiel 36:26-36. From these Old Testament passages what specific things
can we look forward to in the New Heavens and New Earth?

3) Read Revelation 21:1-22:211. What parallels do you see between the Old Testament passages above and this section of
Revelation?

4) How do these passages give us confidence for our eternal future? How might these passages change the way
Christians live in the present age (the age in-between)?




