
 

 

 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 

If you were given the opportunity to be used by God to fulfill a prophecy made in the 

past, what would you do? What makes this opportunity to be used by God an honor: 

the task that is assigned to you or the One who assigned the task? 

Context 

We do not know for certain where this event takes place in the timeline of Saul’s 

kingship. Remember, in chapter 14 we are given a summary statement about Saul’s 

military leadership during his time as king. Now, we jump to a specific action led by 

Saul. The scene that unfolds in chapter 15 is one of the saddest in all of the Bible. Saul 

is given the opportunity to be the leader of God’s people, but he squanders his 

opportunity in selfishness, greed, and foolishness. While we see the spiritual immaturity 

of Saul and shake our heads at his foolish choices, if we examine our own lives closely, 

we probably see ourselves making some of the same mistakes made by Saul. 

Discuss 

1. Why does Samuel start the conversation with Saul with a reminder of 

who made Saul king of Israel? 

2. Read verse 2. The name “LORD of hosts” carries with it the meaning of 

“supreme commander of the heavenly armies.” Why is it important to 

remember that God is ultimately in authority over Saul and Israel? 

3. According to the command of God given in verse 3, how many people 

and animals were to remain alive and how much stuff the Amalekites 

owned was to be saved by Saul and the Israelite army? Is there any 

ambiguity in the command God gives to Saul? 

4. What is your initial reaction/thought to hearing the command to “kill 

both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and 

donkey.” Why? 

Questions 5 & 6 are two ways of addressing the genocide issue. You can probably only 

do one in class. Choose the one that best meets people where they are in their walk 

with Christ and Bible knowledge.  



 

5. Let me ask the really hard question: “Why is this not considered genocide?” 

● Read Exodus 20:13. Murder is defined as the unlawful killing of another 

person, especially with premeditated malice. Would God command 

people to murder? 

● Read Romans 3:10-19. Is there anyone through their own actions 

who is innocent before God? 

● Read Romans 6:23. What are the consequences of sin? 

● Read Revelation 16:5-7. Does God make mistakes when it comes to 

his judgments against sin? 

6. If you don’t like question 5, here is a different way of approaching the same idea 

about genocide. 

● Read Genesis 6:5-8. According to this passage, why was God 

judging the earth? Other than Noah’s family, were there any 

“innocent people” to be spared? 

● Read Genesis 18:22-33. Was God willing to spare any “innocent” 

person that was still in Sodom and Gomorrah? 

● Read Joshua 2:8-14 and Joshua 6:24-25. When Jericho was utterly 

destroyed, why was Rahab and her family spared? (see especially 

Joshua 2:11) 

7. Read verses 4-9. Was Saul and the people of Israel obedient to what God 

commanded? Why or why not? 

8. Discuss the following statement: “Partial obedience is complete 

disobedience.” Is God pleased with partial obedience? 

9. Back in verse 3, Saul is told that Amalek and all that they have are to be devoted 

for destruction. Permit me to simplify this phrase. God is claiming authority over 

and ownership of every person and thing associated with the Amalekites, and he 

has passed judgment on the people and things. [Remember, judgment on sin is 

a declaration of God’s holiness and glory by eradicating that which offends his 

holiness.] Since God has designated everything associated with the 

Amalekites for himself, what is the sin committed by Saul and the 

Israelites by sparing Agag and the best of the livestock? (in addition to 

disobeying a clear command) 

10. What does it say about the Israelites view of God that they were 

willing to give him the “despised and worthless” things while they kept 

“the best of the sheep and of the oxen and of the fattened calves and 

the lambs, and all that was good”? What are some ways that we act 

like the Israelites in what we give to or withhold from God? 

11. The word translated “regret” in verse 11 can be translated multiple ways 

depending on the context. It can mean “regret”, “repent”, “to be sorry”, “to 

console oneself”, or “to comfort.” Since God is “all-knowing” and without sin, the 

option of repent is not very likely. It is unlikely that he needs to comfort himself 



 

since these turn of events were not surprising. This leaves us with regret, to be 

sorry, and to comfort.  

May I make a suggestion? It is probably a combination of these three, except the 

expression of this emotion is not towards God himself but God expressing this 

emotion on behalf of Israel. Like a parent that watches their child make a bad 

decision and suffer the consequences, God sees the results of Israel’s sin of 

desiring a king like all the nations, along with the consequences of that decision. 

He regrets that they made the decision, he is sorrowful that they are suffering 

for their sinful choice, but he does not let them suffer alone. How does it make 

you feel to know that God feels emotions for us when we experience 

hardships and even suffer due to our sin? 

12. Where is Samuel’s anger directed? (God, Saul, or the people of Israel?) 

13. In light of verse 2 that God is in command of Israel’s military 

action, what does it tell us about Saul that he “set up a monument for 

himself” before going to the spiritual center found in Gilgal? 

 

 

 

 


