
 

 

 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 

Describe a time when you got a second chance at something, and you are thankful that 

you did or regret that you got that second chance. 

Context 

In last week’s lesson, we learned of God’s command for Saul to utterly destroy the 

Amalekites. Instead of obeying God, Saul spared Agag and allowed the people to not 

destroy the best of the spoil from their enemy. This leads to God feeling regret for Saul 

being king over Israel. 

In this week’s passage, we see the consequences of Saul’s disobedience. While it is 

easy to view Saul as some distant king who made bad decisions. This passage reveals 

Saul’s thinking and responses to being found out about his obedience. What we 

discover is that we can often be just like Saul when we are confronted with our own 

sin. 

Discuss 

1. Read 1 Samuel 15:2-3 & 7-9. Did Saul obey what commanded him to do? Based 

on verse 13, do you think Saul believed that he obeyed God?  

2. Imagine the scene for a moment. Saul and the army have marched back from 

defeating the Amalekites and now they are in Gilgal. Samuel has arrived at the 

place Saul is staying surrounded by the army of Israel and all of the captured 

items. Is Samuel’s question in verse 14 so that Samuel can get more 

information, or does he ask the question to make Saul think about 

what he has just claimed in verse 13? 

3. Read verse 15 and notice the pronouns Saul uses to describe what has taken 

place. In Genesis 3, Adam and Eve have disobeyed God’s command to not eat of 

the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. Now, read Genesis 3:11-13. How is 

Saul’s response to Samuel similar to Adam and Eve’s responses in 

Genesis? With Saul, who is to blame for things going wrong and who 

receives credit when something is done well? Is that good or bad 

leadership? 



 

Application: Why do we respond like Saul, Adam, and Eve when we are 

confronted with our own sin? 

4. What is the significance of Samuel telling Saul that the words he is 

about to speak are from God himself?  

Application: Parents, as we consider the various rules that we give to 

our children, why is it a good idea to point out which of our 

expectations are from God’s Word and not just a rule we made up? 

5. Verses 17-19 reveal three steps Samuel used to confront Saul of his sin: 

establish the source of authority, remind him of the expectations/instructions, 

and point out Saul’s failure to obey the Lord’s command. How can we use this 

process in our parenting/confronting others about their sin? 

6. Compare Saul’s explanation in 20-21 to what the narrator described in verses 8 & 

9. Is Saul correct? Did he obey the Lord? What are three things Saul 

says in verse 21 that shows there is a problem? 

7. Permit me to simplify the explanation Samuel gives to Saul as to why Saul’s 

reasoning is wrong: 

● Obedience > Sacrifice 

● Listening (to heed/paying attention) to God > Fat of Rams 

● Rebellion = Divination 

● Presumption (insubordination/defiance) = Iniquity and Idolatry 

● Saul’s rebellion and presumption = Rejection of God’s Word 

According to the last phrase in verse 23, what is the consequence of 

Saul’s disobedience? 

 Read John 14:15 and John 14:21-24. How important is obedience? 

 Read Romans 3:20. Can obedience (works) bring salvation to a person? 

8. Read 1 Samuel 15:24-31. On first reading, does Saul’s first confession 

sound sincere? Is there anything in this first confession that hints that 

it is not sincere? 

[Read Matthew 18:21-22 and Luke 16:15. Here is the very “real” question. 

When someone sins against us and hurts us then asks for forgiveness, 

how are we to know whether it is genuine and know how to respond?]  

Based on Samuel’s response in verse 26, what was Saul hoping to 

achieve by “confessing” his sin? According to verses 27 & 28, will God 

change his mind about removing Saul as king? 

Application: Does God always give “second chances” to people? We want 

to say an unequivocal “yes”, but Scripture indicates that is not always true. 



 

Salvation: 2 Timothy 3:8, 8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these 

men also oppose the truth, men corrupted in mind and disqualified regarding the 

faith.  

Service in God’s kingdom: 1 Corinthians 9:27, But I discipline my body and keep 

it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.  

While God is gracious and merciful, and we see (and experienced) many times 

that God gave second, third, fourth, etc. chances to people, there are times in 

which God does not give any more chances. We must never presume upon God’s 

grace. Instead, we must practice first-time obedience to God’s commands and 

calling. 

What does Saul want to accomplish with his second “confession?” In 

your opinion, why does Samuel agree to go with Saul? 

9. What do we learn about Samuel that he “grieved over Saul?” What do we learn 

about God that he “regretted that he had made Saul king over Israel?” 

(Remember, I made the argument that the correct understanding of “regret” in 

verses 10 & 35 is that regret refers to what God feels for Israel that Saul is the 

result of their sinful request in chapter 8.) 

 

 

 


