
 

Icebreaker 
Share a time when you missed an important opportunity to do something, then you got 
a second chance and was glad that you did. 

Context 
Saul has been publicly installed as king of Israel. While most people are happy with 
having a king, a group of people deemed “worthless men” in Scripture are not happy 
that Saul is the choice, however Saul doesn’t do anything about these men. This 
unresolved issue of people who don’t trust that Saul is the king that is left open at the 
end of chapter 10. 

Chapter 11 is an important transition in the life of Saul and in regard to the nation of 
Israel. Saul has been declared the leader, but he went back home after the ceremony. 
Many of the people declared their devotion to the king, but some worthless fellows are 
resisting Saul’s leadership. On top of all that, Israel’s enemies are still pressing to make 
more gains against them. 

Discuss 
1. Read verses 1-3. What are some surprises in the response of the men of 

Jabesh to the siege by Nahash? Look at Judges 3:7-9; 3:15; 4:3; 6:6; and 
10:10. What would have been the proper response of Jabesh to their 
situation? When you face a crisis, where do you turn first for help/
relief and why? 

2. What was surprising about the response from Nahash? What benefit 
would Nahash and the Ammonites receive by leaving the men of 
Jabesh alive? 

3. By the end of chapter 10, what was Saul’s “job title?” We are told in verse 
5 that Saul was out in the fields with oxen. What does this tell us about 
Saul’s commitment to being the leader? Do you think it means 
anything that Jabesh sent the message to all of Israel rather than to 
the newly installed king? 

4. What changes from verse 5 to verse 6 that makes Saul become 
“engaged” as a leader? How would you answer someone if they asked, 



“Why is it ok that Saul gets angry here, but in Ephesians 4:31 it says, 
‘Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put 
away from you, along with all malice.’”? Read James 1:19-20. Is all 
anger wrong/sin? 

5. Read verses 5-7. There are parallels between some of the events in this passage 
and the story described in Judges 19-21. Here are some of those connections: 

[The event in Judges is one of the most horrific things in the Bible. It is so 
depraved that it is in the same category as Sodom and Gomorrah, only it is 
perpetrated by Israel instead of Gentiles.] 

Describe a time in which you reacted to a problem out of your own 
anger or passion, and compare it to a time when you resisted acting 
out of your own emotions and instead let the Holy Spirit guide you to 
respond to a situation. Why do you think the two situations ended 
differently? 

6. Why did Saul say “Whoever does not come out after Saul and 
Samuel…” instead of just “... come out after Saul”? Do we have 
politicians/leaders who try to invoke God’s Word to push their own 
political goals? Read 1 John 4:1. How do we apply this verse to the 

Judges 19-21 1 Samuel 11

Problem in Gibeah Problem in Jabesh-Gilead

Shameful crime against a woman Shameful treatment of the city

Woman cut into 12 people and sent 
out to call people to action

Oxen cut into 12 pieces and sent out 
to call people to action

All of Israel responds, except Jabesh-
Gilead

None of Israel responds (at first), 
except for Saul in Gibeah

Vows made against Jabesh Vows threatening Israel if no response

The people rally together to kill fellow 
Israelites

The people rally together to rescue 
fellow Israelites

Men of Jabesh murdered and women 
kidnapped

Men and women of Jabesh rescued

Key to the story: “Everyone did what 
was right in his own eyes.”

Key to the story: “And the Spirit of 
God rushed upon Saul…, then the 
dread of the Lord fell upon the people”



words of politicians who want to quote the Bible to promote their own 
positions? 

7. In your opinion, why does it mention that Israel mustered 300,000 
soldiers and 30,000 came from Judah, why not mention a total number 
for the army? 

8. Read verses 9-10. Why did the men of Jabesh lie to the Ammonites? Are 
there times where it is ok for Christians to not tell the truth to 
someone? 

9. Read verses 11-13. In spite of all the missteps we have seen in the 
previous chapters, what are the good character traits we see in Saul in 
these 3 verses?  

Application: Even when we find success, what does Luke 9:23 remind us 
of to help us maintain good character/conduct? 

10.Read verses 14-16. In the commentary by John Woodhouse, he asks an 
intriguing question, “What does Samuel mean by calling on Israel to 
‘Come, let us go to Gilgal and there renew the kingdom.’”? Why would 
it be important to renew the view that it is Saul’s kingdom? Why would 
it be important to remember that Israel is God’s kingdom (see Saul’s 
words in verse 13)? 

Next Steps 


