
 

 

 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 

Do the “ends” justify the “means”? (In other words, is it ok to use whatever process 

necessary to accomplish the desired results?) 

Context 

Samuel has handed over the political reins of Israel to Saul, after calling the nation and 

the king to commit to following after the Lord. While the threat of the Ammonites is 

eliminated, the Philistines still pose a severe threat to Israel. One of the key reasons the 

nation asked for a king was to protect the people from outside threats, and the 

Philistines are definitely the biggest threat since they actually have outposts inside the 

country. At the same time, Saul must submit himself to the leadership of God as 

represented by God’s prophet/leader, which is still Samuel at this time. Today’s passage 

reveals whether Saul can build on his military success at Jabesh and spiritual renewal at 

Gilgal, or if the weaknesses of Saul hinted at before become what defines his reign as 

king over Israel. 

A note about verse 1. Depending on your Bible translation, you will see different 

understandings of what verse 1 says. The Hebrew in this verse is very hard to 

understand. The literal translation is, “Saul was a son of a year when he reigned, and 

two years he reigned over Israel.” I believe the best interpretation is based on how 

other kings are described in Scripture. You have when the person becomes king, then a 

description of how long that person reigned as king. Saul was not born in the lineage of 

kings but was chosen as king later. At the point when chapter 13 begins, Saul was in 

the midst of his first year as king, and his reign lasted 2 years (from God’s perspective). 

Chapters 13, 14, and 15 occur during those two years. 

Discuss 

1. Until Saul was named king, Israel did not have a standing army. Why did he 

choose three thousand men to follow him? In light of 1 Samuel 8:10-

11, is it surprising that he has done this? 



 

2. Read 1 Samuel 10:1 and 5-7. What did Samuel intend for Saul to do when 

the Spirit rushed upon him in chapter 10? Who is it that defeated the 

Philistines near Geba? 

3. What was Saul’s response to the victory at Geba? What was the 

Philistine’s response to their defeat at the hands of the Israelites? 

4. Considering that Jonathon’s force was only 1,000 men, it is safe to say that the 

garrison at Geba was small. What is the significance of the Philistine 

response as indicated by the size of the army? 

5. As noted above, Israel had never had a standing army until now. From a 

worldly/secular perspective, are you surprised by Israel’s response to 

the presence of the Philistine army? Read Deuteronomy 31:6. What 

should have been the response of Israel to the Philistine army? 

Apply these questions to your own life. How do you respond when you are 

in trouble and hard pressed in life? Read Mark 4:35-40. Based on Jesus’ 

words, what is the issue when we let trouble and pressure push us 

towards fear? 

To understand the importance of what is taking place in verses 8-15, you must know 

about Samuel’s words to Saul in 1 Samuel 10:5-8. In chapter 10, Samuel told Saul that 

the Holy Spirit would rush upon him and that Saul should have attacked the Philistine 

garrison in Gibeah. Afterwards (assuming victory), Saul was to go to Gilgal and wait 

seven days and Samuel would arrive to offer burnt offerings and peace offerings. Then, 

Samuel will tell him what to do next. 

6. Based on the first part of 1 Samuel 13:8, was Saul obedient to Samuel’s 

first command in regard to how long he was to wait for the prophet at 

Gilgal? 

7. From a practical perspective, what would Saul have thought seeing so 

many people fleeing from the Israelite army while he was waiting on 

Samuel? Read Judges 7:1-8.  How are the circumstances facing Gideon 

and Saul similar? Which of these two leaders had faith in the Lord? 

Application: Describe a time when you faced uncertain circumstances, 

but you trusted the Lord would help you through, and you saw his hand 

at work in that situation. [That does not mean it ended “well”, just that God 

helped you in the circumstance.]  

8. Do you think Samuel asked his question because he needed 

information, or was there another reason why Samuel asked his 

question? What was he wanting to accomplish through his question to 

Saul? 



 

9. What is the difference between an explanation and an excuse? Of 

those two, which one was Saul offering to Samuel? Were any of his 

reasons for why he made the offering “bad” reasons? 

If you have kids, what do you think of Saul saying, “So I forced myself, 

and offered the burnt offering.”? Does Saul admit that he sinned? 

10. The definition of the word “foolish” means to act without discernment. 

Samuel’s evaluation of Saul’s actions was to say, “You have done 

foolishly.” How was Saul “foolish” in his actions towards God and his 

commands? 

Application: Read 1 Corinthians 1:20-29. When facing trouble or an 

important decision, does using worldly wisdom mean that your actions 

will be pleasing to God? Why or why not? 

Read Lamentations 3:21-26. What are some things we need to 

know/remember to maintain our faith in the Lord, even in the midst of 

trials? 

11. Does Saul’s family losing the line of succession because of Saul’s 

act in this passage seem “harsh”? What does this severe punishment 

tell us about how God views the importance of obedience to his 

commands? 

12. What does it mean to be “a man after (God’s) own heart”? 

13. In question #7 we read Judges 7:1-8. How is the situation with Gideon’s 

army in Judges similar to Saul’s army in verse 15? Are there things God 

wants you to give up so he can receive all the glory for what happens, 

even though it does not make sense? 

Next Steps 

If you are in the midst of trouble and being hard pressed, pray and ask God to show if 

you are acting like Saul. Be honest with yourself. Are you making excuses, or are you 

willing to confess your failures before the Lord? 

Take some time this week to read Lamentations 3:21-26 again and rehearse the 

character and nature of God again in your own heart. 

 

 


