
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 

Describe something that you were terrible at doing at first, but eventually realized you had 

a talent for that activity. 

Context 

This is the conclusion of God’s calling of Saul to be king. We will see outward signs that 

are meant to assure Saul and the people that he is the new king the people demanded. 

God’s call is clear, but we get hints that Saul is reluctant/unwilling to live out his call. 

Discuss 

1. Why did Samuel have the private anointing of Saul that is described in 

verse 1-8? Consider the three statements Samuel uses to describe Israel: “his 

people Israel,” “people of the Lord,” and “his heritage.” What does God want 

Saul and the readers to know about how God views the relationship 

between God and Israel, even after their rejection of God? What do you 

think God wants us to know in referring to Israel as “his heritage?” 

2. What is the reason God lets Saul know the donkeys have been found 

before he returns home? Share a time that you saw events taking place 

that offered assurance that God was directing your steps.  

3. The second thing predicted by Samuel is Saul meeting three men headed to Bethel 

to worship with young goats, loaves of bread, and wine to be used as offerings. 

What is the significance that Saul is encouraged to receive the bread that 

was intended to be given to the priests as part of their offerings to the 

Lord? 

4. The third prediction by Samuel is that Saul will receive the Holy Spirit and prophesy 

with the prophets that he meets in Gibeath-elohim. We will talk about the Spirit 

rushing on Saul below. What is the purpose for God empowering Saul to 

prophesy with other prophets?  



 

Read Ephesians 4:7-8 and Romans 12:3-6a. Today, who is given spiritual gifts 

by the Holy Spirit? Read Ephesians 4:12-16. What are the purposes of God’s 

people being given spiritual gifts? 

5. In most countries, who tells the king what to do? Based on verses 7 & 8, 

what is different about the “king” of Israel compared to other kings. Does 

Samuel’s instructions about what Saul is to do in verse 8 leave any room 

for interpretation 

6. Read Judges 14:6 & 19 & Judges 15:14. When the spirit of the Lord rushed 

upon Samson, what were the next actions Samson did? Do you think 

Samuel intended for there to be a connection between him mentioning 

there is a garrison of the Philistines being at Gibeath-elohim in verse 5 

and the command “do what your hand finds to do, for God is with you” in 

verse 7? [Consider 1 Samuel 9:16 and 1 Samuel 10:1 when you answer] What 

“should” Saul have done after being empowered by the Holy Spirit? 

7. When you prayed to receive Jesus as your Savior, describe some of the 

changes that took place soon after your salvation experience. Did every 

thing change all at once or were there some areas of your life that 

took/is taking years to bring about change? (Consider 1 Corinthians 3:2 and 

Hebrews 5:12-13.) 

8. Read verse 10 and compare it to verse 6. What is the difference between 

what Samuel said in verse 6 and what is described in verse 10? 

9. Read verses 11-16. In your opinion, why did Saul not tell his uncle what 

had taken place with Samuel? 

10. Read verses 17-19. In verse 8, it mentions Saul and Samuel meeting at Gilgal, but 

they next time we see them together is at Mizpah. What happened or didn’t 

happen that a time of worship takes place in Gilgal? 

11. In regard to Israel, what was the purpose of Samuel’s words 18 & 19? 

Share a time that you did not heed a warning but wish you had. 

12. Read verses 20-24. Since the reader has already been told who the new 

leader is, what was the purpose of using the drawing of lots to signify 

who was the new king of Israel? Saul had been told that God had chosen 

him to be the new leader of Israel, what do we learn about Saul’s 

character because he is hiding with the baggage? 

13. Read verses 25-27. Why are the men who doubt Saul as king labelled as 

“worthless” men? 

Next Steps 

One of the lessons for us to apply is that we need to recognize God’s call in our own lives 

then live out that call. Consider the “signs” God has put before you to help you discern 

your own calling and purpose. Surrender to that call and start livings based on his call. 


