
 

Icebreaker 
Who was the worst boss you ever worked for? What made them a bad boss? 

Context 
Last week, we saw Jonathan’s great faith in God that drove him to attack the Philistines. 
Jonathan was not motivated for glory for himself, nor was he taking action because he 
thought his skills were superior to others. Jonathan had great faith that God wanted to 
drive out the Philistines from among the Israelites, and he was willing to do what God 
led him to do.  

Like other good storytellers, the author picks up the story in verse 24 by jumping back 
in time to a point after Jonathan has left to attack the Philistines but before he has 
engaged in battle. We pick up the story at this point because we are meant to see 
Saul’s lack of faith in the Lord and how it affects Israel, even as Jonathan’s faith in God 
is providing the means for God to bring about the defeat of the Philistines. 

Also, this particular part of the story is part of a string of stories that illustrate how Saul 
is very much like a king like all the nations, but is not the king God wants for his people. 
Saul’s failures set the stage for a new king to be put in Saul’s place. 

Discuss 
1. What does it mean to fast, and what is the purpose of fasting? 

According to verse 24, why does Saul make his troops commit to not 
eating? Who (or what) is Saul’s focus? 

2. From a spiritual perspective, why is Saul’s vow wrong? From a 
practical/military perspective, why is Saul’s vow wrong? 

3. What is the motivation behind the Israelite army not eating the honey? 
Is that a good thing or a bad thing? Why? 

4. Why did God inspire the author of 1 Samuel to let us know that when 
Jonathan ate the honey, “his eyes became bright”? Did Jonathan sin in 
eating the honey? Why or why not? 

5. What is the difference between a sin of commission and a sin of 
omission? Why is Jonathan correct to point out the missed opportunity 



of striking a greater defeat against the Philistines because of Saul’s 
vow? 

6. Read Genesis 9:4, Leviticus 3:17, and Leviticus 7:26. Why was it sin for the 
people of Israel to eat the animals with blood? How did Saul’s vow 
create the environment for the Israelites to sin? Read James 1:13-15 and 
James 4:17. Ultimately, who is responsible for the sin of eating animals 
with the blood? 

7. Read verses 33-37. What are things that Saul says/does that are 
religious? What are some hints in these verses that Saul may be acting 
one way, but in reality he is not very spiritual? 

8. Read 1 Samuel 14:43 and 1 Samuel 13: 10-12. Contrast the reaction of 
Jonathan to being confronted about his “sin” and the reaction of Saul 
when he was confronted about his sin.  

9. In the story described in 1 Samuel 14, who “won” and who “lost”? 
10.Read verses 47-52. What commendable traits or accomplishments of Saul 

do we see in these verses? What is missing in these verses? 


