
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 

Tell us who your best friend is and why? 

Context 

In the context of the bigger story being told in 1 Samuel, it is important to see how this 

story of the friendship between David and Jonathan fits in with the rest of the book. 

Saul was the king the people of Israel wanted, with a primary function of providing 

protection for the nation from outside peoples. Time and again, Saul would not tackle 

his main responsibility, but especially against the Philistines. He couldn’t fulfill his job 

because he did not have the spiritual characteristics that would help him be in 

relationship with Yahweh. He needed humility and submission to the Lord, but he 

continually thought of himself. 

As Saul’s spiritual decline is happening, God is raising up David because he is “a man 

after God’s own heart.” When Saul is hiding in fear from the Philistine, David is running 

towards the Philistine in faith. Now we move into chapter 18 that reveals that Jonathan 

is embracing David, on whom the Holy Spirit has come upon, while Saul is fighting 

against God by attacking the Lord’s anointed. 

Discuss 

1. Read verses 1-5. What does it mean that “the soul of Jonathan was knit to the 

soul of David”? Have you ever experienced meeting a person that you just 

“connect with them?” What was it that made you “connect”? 

 

2. Do you think Saul not letting David go back to his family was for Saul’s benefit, 

David’s benefit, or the nation’s benefit? (see 1 Samuel 8:11) 

 

3. In your opinion, what is the significance that the author says two times in three 

verses, “Jonathan loved him as his own soul”? Read Romans 5:7. How does this 

verse describe the relationship between David and Jonathan? 



 

4. What is the difference between a contract and a covenant? Why is it significant 

that David and Jonathan entered into a covenant together and not a contract? 

Why is it significant that Jonathan is the one who initiated the covenant? Would 

you prefer God enter into a contract with you concerning your salvation or a 

covenant and why? 

Application: Why is it important that we remember marriage is a covenant 

between the husband and wife and not a contract? 

5. Read verses 6-9. Was the song being sung by the women putting down Saul or 

was it lifting up David? How did Saul view the song? What is dangerous about 

being suspicious of others?  

Application: What is the difference between being suspicious and being prudent? 

6. Read 1 Samuel 18:10-12. What are the contrasts you see between Saul and 

David in these 3 verses?  

What in the world is David doing going back in front of Saul a second time after 

having a spear thrown at him once before? 

7. Read verses 12-16. Did David change how he lived his life when Saul demoted 

him from the king’s court and in the military?  

Application: How should Christians live their lives if they are punished because of 

others “jealousy” or “envy”? (see Colossians 3:16, 23) Why is it hard to apply 

those verses in everyday life? 

8. What are some negative thoughts we may have or feelings we might experience 

when other people prosper, even if it is not at our expense? Read 1 Corinthians 

12:26, Romans 12:12-18, and Galatians 6:2, 10. How should we respond to 

other people when they enjoy success? 

9. Saul saw the same results of David’s activities that the people saw, but they had 

very different responses. Why did Saul react with “fearful awe” while the people 

of Israel and Judah were pleased? 

 

 

 

 


