
 

 

 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 

Do you like to fish? Why or why not? 

Context 

We are looking at two passages this week dealing with evangelism. The first passage is 

Matthew 4:18-20. Jesus revealed one of the purposes that his followers are to have 

when called into a relationship with him. This calling and our response is not optional 

but foundational to our relationship with Jesus. 

Our second passage comes from Mark 6:30-44. Context always matters, but it really 

matters in today’s passage. At the beginning of Mark 6, Jesus is rejected in Galilee. 

Though he wanted to preach, the peoples’ responses were limited. He then sends out 

the apostles to preach, cast out demons, and heal the sick. Jesus’ instructions in this 

passage are for what they are to do when people reject their teaching. Next, the author 

tells the story of how John the Baptist is martyred for proclaiming truth to Herod. Notice 

that the three pericopes before our passage today are all descriptions of what happens 

when people resist the Gospel and truth. 

This leads to today’s passage. We know it as Jesus feeding the 5,000. We are going to 

view this passage through the lens of evangelism. It begins with Jesus calling on the 

disciples to retreat from the crowds so they can rest, but the people follow them. Here 

we see Jesus’ response to the people and gives his followers an example of how we are 

to respond to people as well, especially when they are in need. While the story is about 

meeting physical needs, it really serves as a model for how we are to meet peoples’ 

greatest spiritual need: salvation. 

Discuss 

1. How is fishing a good analogy to describe evangelism? What is the 

significance when Jesus says he will “make” them fishers of men? Read 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5. Can we do evangelism effectively outside of the 

leadership and guidance of Jesus Christ? 



 

2. Mark 1:16-18 is Mark’s perspective of the same story in Matthew. Is learning 

and doing evangelism a one-time thing, or is it a process that takes 

time? What are ways we can grow in our evangelism? 

 

3. Why did Jesus want to get the disciples away from the crowds? What 

does this tell us about the toll evangelism and serving can take on a 

believer? 

 

4. Based only on what we know from Mark’s account of the Gospel, why 

were the people following Jesus and the apostles? 

Application: Does the world want to pursue the church or run away from 

the church? Why do you think that? [Or to ask the question 

differently… What does the world recognize about the church when 

they look at us? Do they want to run to us or away from us?] 

 

5. What did Jesus SEE when he got out of the boat? 

What did Jesus FEEL when he saw the people? 

What did he DO when he identified their need? 

Application: (Abstract) What do you “see” when you look at our culture? 

What do you Feel when you look at the culture? What do you want to 

Do when you consider the culture? 

(Concrete) What do you SEE when you look at your neighbor/co-

worker? How does that make you Feel? What does it make you want to 

Do? 

 

6. Notice that the people found themselves in a place that was desolate and the 

hour was late. How is that an accurate statement about the spiritual 

condition of people today? (Consider Ephesians 2:12, James 4:13-14; Luke 

12:19-20; and Matthew 16:26) 

 

7. The disciples and Jesus both saw the people and their circumstances, but the 

disciples suggested the people be sent away, while Jesus told the disciples to 

feed the people. Why did they have such different responses?  

 

 



 

8. Read Romans 10:14. Spiritually speaking, can we send people away to 

find spiritual food for themselves? Read Romans 3:10-12. Can we expect 

people to “naturally” want to seek out Jesus Christ? 

 

9. The disciples indicated that they didn’t have enough money to buy 

food, so why did Jesus ask them to see how much food they did have? 

Application: What gifts or talents do you or I possess that can make 

someone become a Christian? Read Matthew 19:23-26. Why must we 

remember that it is only God who can save a person? 

 

10.  Read Psalm 23. What does Psalm 23 and verses 39-44 have in common? 

What do we learn about Jesus as the Good Shepherd that can help us 

with evangelism? 

 


