
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 

“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing 

about us.” A. W. Tozer from Knowledge of the Holy 

Do you believe Tozer is right? Why or why not? 

Context 

In order to understand chapter 2, the context must be front and center of the reader’s 

thinking when reading or hearing the passage. Israel is a nation without leadership. 

Spiritually, the people are more interested in their own wants and desires than following 

God. Unfortunately, this is true of the spiritual leaders of Israel as well. 

Chapter 2 is structured to point out the spiritual failings of the high priest Levi and his 

sons. The author emphasizes this point by recounting the prayer offered by Hannah, 

then talking about Eli’s sons. The author goes back and forth between the failings of Eli 

and family and what is happening with Hannah and Samuel. 

Discuss 

1. Read 1 Samuel 2:1-10. Does Hannah have a “high” view of God or a “low” 

view of God? Does how a person’s view of God affect how they act on a 

daily basis? What are some of the attributes or character traits of God 

mentioned by Hannah? What are some words of encouragement for 

believers/words of warning for non-believers offered by Hannah? 

2. What do you think it means that Samuel ministered “to” the Lord? Read 

Matthew 25:31-46. According to this passage, what is a way we can 

minister “to” the Lord? 

3. Read 1 Samuel 1:3. What role did the sons of Eli have in Israel? What is 

the job of a priest? Read 1 Samuel 2:12-17. Why are Hophni and Phinehas 

worthless? [the answer is in verse 12!] 

4. Why are the sins of Hophni and Phinehas considered to be “very great 

in the sight of the Lord?” Read Malachi 2:8 and Ezekiel 22:26. What are 



 

some ways we diminish or trivialize the holiness of God? How can we 

maintain the proper awareness of God’s holiness and treat the holy 

things of God correctly? 

5. Based on how the sons of Eli are described, what are we supposed to 

assume about the character of Samuel that he was “ministering before 

the Lord?” Do you think Hophni and Phinehas ministered before the 

Lord? Why or why not? 

6. Read 1 Samuel 1:2, 1:6-7 and 1 Samuel 2:21a. Did Hannah do anything that 

caused God to change Hannah’s barrenness? If she didn’t do anything, 

then why would God give her children?  

7. What does it mean when Scripture says, “They (the sons of Eli) would 

not listen for it was the will of the Lord to put them to death”? [This is a 

very difficult question and has been debated for generations, but it is important 

to consider. 

8. How is God’s mercy and grace towards Hophni and Phinehas revealed 

in verse 25? [STOP! Let people think and talk about this for a moment.]  

2 Peter 3:8-9 

Romans 1:21-32 (“God game them up…”) 

9. What do we learn about Samuel’s character by comparing verse 26 to 

the description of Eli’s sons found in 22-25? 

10. Read verses 27-36. What were the qualifications of the man who spoke 

to Eli? What does it tell us that God used a man who is not even named 

in the passage to speak judgment to the high priest? How can we know 

when it is appropriate to admonish or rebuke someone who is 

committing sin? 

11. Verses 29 and 30 are the highlight of this little section. What are some ways 

the church in the United States scorns the holy things of God and/or 

honors the world instead of God? [For believers, read Romans 6:1-2 and 1 

Peter 1:15; non-Christians should read Ephesians 2:8-9] 

Next Steps 

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you if you are growing in stature and favor before the 

Lord and men. In other words, are your words and conduct revealing a growing 

relationship with the Lord? If not, then what is God calling you to be/do differently to 

help you grow in Him? 


