
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 

How have you experienced God this week? In whom do you see God working? 

Context 

Last week, we looked at 1 Samuel 4. In that passage, God’s judgment on Israel and 

Eli’s household is poured out. Consider all that has occured: 

● Israel’s army is defeated by the Philistines, and 30,000 soldiers die 

● The priests Hophni and Phinehas, Eli’s sons, die on the battlefield 

● Eli the high priest dies when he heard the news of the battle 

● Phinehas’ wife dies during childbirth, naming their orphaned son Ichabod 

● The ark of the covenant of the Lord is captured by the Philistines 

Remember, the root cause for this judgment is the sin of Israel in general and the 

spiritual leaders in particular of profaning God’s holiness and sinning against God. God’s 

holiness is serious, and judgment falls on everyone who sins against him. 

What follows is the story of what happened to the Philistines after they captured the 

ark. While the ark has no power, it is a physical reminder of God’s holiness, power, and 

presence among his people. How the ark is treated by people reveals the heart of the 

people in regard to God himself. God provided clear instructions on how the ark is to be 

treated and its symbolism, so to mishandle the ark is to disobey God’s word. 

Discuss 

1. Read Judges 16:23-24. Based on verses 1 & 2 and the passage in Judges, 

do you think the Philistines believed that their god Dagon was stronger 

than the God of Israel? Why or why not? From an outsider’s 

perspective, does it look like the Philistines have “gotten away” with 

defying God? 

2. How does it make you feel to see people who are “bad” people 

(dishonest, mean, ruthless, abusive, profane, selfish, etc.) be 

successful in the world? Why? 



 

3. What should the Philistines have learned about God (and their own 

gods) when they saw Dagon “worshiping” before the ark? What about 

after finding Dagon’s head and hands cut-off and him “worshiping” 

before the ark again?  

4. What should the people of Israel have learned about God when hearing 

about Dagon being found “worshiping” before the ark? Read Matthew 

16:13-16. Why is it important to be able to identify who Jesus really is? 

5. Read Isaiah 46:5-7 and Psalm 115:4-8. Read Isaiah 44:18-20. Why are people 

unable to see the absurdity of their pagan worship on their own? 

6. Do you have any superstitions that you practice or know about? [i.e. 

breaking a mirror, walking under a ladder, etc.] Do superstitions really 

“work?” Why should Christians avoid practicing superstitions, 

especially in front of non-Christians? 

7. Notice the progression/severity of judgment in the passage: 

● Ashdod: (God) terrified and afflicted them with tumors; (God’s) hand is 

hard against us and against Dagon our God 

● Gath: the hand of the Lord was against the city; causing a very great 

panic; afflicted the men of the city, both young and old 

● Ekron: the hand of God was very heavy there; the men who did not die 

were struck by tumors; the cry of the city went up to heaven 

According to verse 11, what was the response of the Philistines to this 

progressively harsher judgment? Read Revelation 2:21; 9:20-21; 16:9-11. 

What should have been the response of the Philistines to these 

plagues?  

8. Read John 3:19. Why do people resist repenting, even when their 

punishment seems overwhelming? Read Isaiah 30:9-10 and 2 Timothy 4:3-

4. Do people still do this today? How is this resistance to the Gospel 

“broken”? 

 

 

 

 


