
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 

Does anyone have a story of how you saw God at work in your life or in the life of 

someone around you? 

Do you learn from your mistakes, or do you find yourself making the same mistakes 

over and over again? Why? 

Context 

Last week in chapter 5, we saw how God afflicted the Philistines after they had 

captured the ark of God and brought it to 3 cities of the Philistines. God progressively 

brought harsher and harsher judgment on the Philistines. Now, we see what they 

decided to do with the ark and how the Israelites first reacted to getting the ark back. 

The key to understanding the chapter is to see how alike the Philistines and the 

Israelites really were. Both misunderstood how to rightly interact with God, and both 

mishandled the holy things of God. The sad truth is that the Philistines acted more 

wisely towards God than the Israelites when it came to the ark. As we will see, the 

Israelites did not learn to obey God’s commands for handling the ark, and punishment 

will again be poured out on people for their sin. 

Discuss 

1. Read 1 Samuel 5:8 and 1 Samuel 6:1-2. What is the difference in responses of 

the Philistines in chapter 5 compared to chapter 6? When people face 

struggles/adversity today, are they more likely to think it is a spiritual matter or 

will they look for another explanation for their situation?  

2. According to verse 3, why are the Philistines sending back the ark “to its place?” 

3. In verses 3 & 4, the Philistines mention a trespass or guilt offering being offered 

with the ark. Do you think the Philistines were repentant of taking the ark, or 

were they remorseful that they “got caught” with the ark and wanted to end the 

punishment? How can you explain to someone what the difference is between 

being remorseful about sin and being repentant over our sin? 



 

4. In verses 4-6, what did the leaders get right in their advice concerning the ark? 

What did they get wrong (Leviticus 5:14-16; Exodus 20:4; Leviticus 20:9; 

Numbers 7:7-9)  

5. The idea of combining practices from two or more religions together is called 

syncretism. Do people try to combine some of the things they like and know 

from the Bible with other religions today? Why would people try to pick and 

choose from other religions and add them to Christianity? According to Galatians 

1:6-8, is it possible to “add” things to the Gospel?  

6. When the cows pulled the cart straight towards Israelite territory, how did the 

Philistines interpret what took place? How did the Israelites interpret it? 

7. The city of Beth Shemesh is a Levitical city, which means the people of the city 

(especially the men) should have known the laws and commandments 

concerning the holy things of God. According to verse 13, what was the 

motivation for the people to offer a sacrifice to God? Read Leviticus 1:3. What 

was the problem with the people offering the cows as a sacrifice to God? 

8. Read Numbers 4:5-6. Now, read 1 Samuel 6:15. What is the problem with the 

people of Beth Shemesh displaying the ark and the box on the large rock? If it 

was wrong to display the ark publicly, how do you think God would view the men 

who actually touched and looked into the ark? 

9. [As an aside, depending on the translation you are using, the number of people 

killed in verse 19 is 70 or 50,070. I lean towards the 50,070 number because 

many of the earliest manuscripts give the larger number. If that is true, then the 

lesson for Israel would be that the Philistines could kill 30,000 but the Holy God 

can kill 50,000! The most important thing for Israel is to rightly relate to God and 

his holiness.] 

10. Read Numbers 1:50 & Numbers 8:19. According to these verses, what role did 

the Levites play in the worship practices of Israel? Who should have been able to 

answer the first question asked in verse 20? What does this tell us about the 

spiritual condition of Israel in general and the spiritual leaders in particular? 

11. Look at 1 Samuel 6:2 and the second question found in verse 20. Is there a 

difference between the Philistines question and the question asked by the people 

of Beth Shemesh? 

 

 

 


