
 

 

 

 

 

 

Icebreaker 

What is a traumatic, unexpected event that you have experienced that “made 

your two ears tingle?” (Or if you want to be a little less personal, Where were you 

on September 11, 2001? What stands out in your mind?) 

Context 

In chapter 3, God raises up Samuel to be a priest and a prophet for him. God entrusted 

to Samuel a message of judgment on Eli’s family and on Israel, even though he was a 

boy. He delivered the message to Eli at the end of chapter 3, now we pick up in chapter 

4 Samuel delivering the message to Israel, and God executing judgment on Israel and 

Eli’s household. 

Discuss 

1. Read 1 Samuel 4:1. Do you think many people believed Samuel when he 

first delivered the message of judgment to Israel? Why or why not? 

Students, where are some places God can use you to bring glory to 

himself, even though you are a student? 

2. Have you ever had to warn a family member/friend about their sin and 

possible consequences to their choices? Share some ways we can 

deliver this news to others that they may be willing to listen and heed 

our warnings. (You could ask, what are some ways we should NOT 

warn people about their sin?) 

3. After the defeat of Israel’s army, did the elders of Israel ask the right 

question in verse 3? What error did they make? 

4. Read the following verses from Deuteronomy 28:1-2, 7, 15, & 25 

Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the Lord your God, 

to observe carefully all his commandments which I command you today, that the 

Lord your God will set you high above all nations of the earth. and all these 

blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of 

the Lord your God… The Lord will cause your enemies who rise against you to be 

defeated before your face; they shall come out against you one way and flee 



 

before you seven ways… But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice 

of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all his commandments and his statutes 

which I command you today, that all these curses will come upon you and 

overtake you… The Lord will cause you to be defeated before your enemies; you 

shall go out one way against them and flee seven ways before them; and you 

shall become troublesome to all the kingdoms of the earth. 

Do you think the elders considered this passage from Deuteronomy 

before the battle? Did they consider this passage after the battle? Why 

or why not? How important is obedience in our relationship with the 

Lord? 

5. Notice verse 3 again: “Let us bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord here from 

Shiloh, that it may come among us and save us from the power of our enemies.” 

Were the people of Israel looking to God or to the ark for power? When 

the Philistines heard the shout of the Israelites, according to verse 7, 

were they afraid of a god (the God of Israel) or of the ark? 

6. Compare Israel’s response in verse 5 with the Philistine’s response in verse 6-8. 

Which one had a more biblical (accurate) response? Why do you think 

that? 

7. Read Psalm 78:56-64. According to this passage, what was the reason 

God caused Israel to be defeated, 30,000 killed, the priests to be struck 

down, and the ark to be captured? 

8. How seriously does God take sin? How seriously should we consider 

the consequences of sin? How seriously do we consider the 

consequences of sin, as indicated by our actions? [Hebrews 6:4-8 warns of 

the consequences for those who fall away from Christ due to sin. It is worth 

pondering the severity of God’s judgment on sin, but read this passage in light of 

John 10:4 and 1 John 2:19.] 

9. Read 1 Timothy 5:17-20. According to this passage, what is one of the 

purposes behind the public judgment of Eli and his family? 

10. Read verses 19-22. According to these verses, why was Phinehas’ wife 

distraught in declaring the glory departed from Israel? Read Jeremiah 

2:11. Why is God’s glory departing from the people of Israel such an 

important issue? (See Deuteronomy 7:6-11) 

11. Notice how the description of the ark changes as we progress through the 

passage (remember “Lord” (YHWH in Hebrew) is God’s divine name used in 

relationship with his people, while God (Elohim in Hebrew) is a more “general” 

reference): 

a. The ark of the covenant of the Lord (vs 3) 

b. The ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts (vs 4a) 

c. The ark of the covenant of God (vs 4b) 



 

d. The ark of the covenant of the Lord (vs 5) 

e. The ark of the Lord (vs 6) 

f. The ark of God (vss 11, 13, 17, 18, 19, 21, & 22) 

What does the author want us to see about Israel’s relationship with 

God since the references to God go from his personal name in relation 

to his covenant with Israel, to his personal name, to his “general” 

name? Can we be guilty of letting our relationship go from being 

personal and active to impersonal and distant? How do we keep our 

relationship with God fresh? 

 

Next Steps 

After studying a passage like this, a wise next step is to reflect upon your own life. The 

obvious first step is to make sure that you have a personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ. If you have not placed your faith in him, then the penalty for your sins hangs 

over you, and you have no hope for eternity. Read and follow Romans 10-9-10. 

If you are a Christian, then ask yourself the question, “Do I view sin as seriously as God 

views sin?” The sin of Eli’s sons was to profane the holy things of God until they 

became common or unimportant in the eyes of others, which disregards the holiness of 

God. If you do not take sin seriously, then you do not understand the holiness of God.  

 

 


