
T
h
e
 S

p
ir

a
l 

-
 “

K
ee

p
in

g
 t

h
e
 p

e
o
p
le

 i
n
fo

r
m

e
d
”
 

P
I
T

T
S

B
O

R
O

 B
A

P
T

I
S

T
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 

Volume 70, Issue 2 

February 2026 THE PASTOR’S DESK Encouragement from the Pastor 
“The Pursuit of Peace” 

 
Dear Church Family,  
 
On January 22-23, 2026, approximately 19-24 Buddhist monks and a    
rescue dog named Aloka 
journeyed through Chat-
ham County as a part of a 
2,300 mile “Walk for 
Peace” that began in Fort 
Worth, Texas and will end 
in Washington, D.C. to 
raise awareness for “peace, 
loving-kindness, and com-
passion.”  When they reach 
Washington, D.C., they 
plan to share a final mes-
sage of healing and unity 
while petitioning Congress 
to officially recognize Vesak (a Buddhist holiday celebrating the Buddha’s 
birth, enlightenment, and death) as a federal observance in the United 
States. As they make this journey across the United States, they have 
been received by towns, cities, and states with overwhelming interest and 
support. As they quietly walk the streets and highways, they stop at state 
capitols, historic landmarks, and local communities to share messages of 
peace, invite reflection, and engage in prayer. In a press conference with 
the Huong Dao Vipassana Bhavana Center in Fort Worth Texas, the tem-
ple’s vice president declared that their pilgrimage is not a protest or 
demonstration, but “a journey to bring blessings to countless lives in a 
world filled with uncertainty and restlessness. The Buddha taught that true 
peace arises when the mind is free from greed, anger, and delusion. But 
this truth belongs to all humanity,” (Fort Worth Report, Buddhist Door 
Global).  
 
I must admit, their walk in silence has generated a lot of traction in the 
world with over 2.2 million global followers on Facebook & Instagram, 
while news stations across the country are capturing their progress on 
their feeds as well. When I arrived home Thursday evening, every street in 
downtown Pittsboro was filled with cars as people lined the streets to 
watch them journey to their conference at the Fair Grounds. Their pres-
ence has stated something very important that we do not need to turn a 
blind eye towards: people are desperate for peace. I have read the 
comments and heard the interviews of how people were blessed by their 
walk, their presence and the calmness they brought over their life in the 
moment. While I will not question what they felt, my heart hurts for those 
who do not know the perfect and indescribable peace and joy that comes 
from knowing our Savior. My heart is grieved for how many are lost, wea-
ry, and hurting in the brokenness of this world, desperately needing the 
Good Shepherd who will lead them to salvation if they would hear His 
voice.  
 

 (continued on next page) 
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Encouragement from the Pastor (continued) 
 
 We are living in uncertain, turbulent, highly sensitive, easily offended, anxiety-filled 
and sadly, inwardly focused times. People are restless, desperate, panicked, over-
whelmed, and, at times, violent and reckless. Communities are fractured, people ap-
pear angry and frustrated with one another, and government seems greatly conflicted 
on the way circumstances are handled on both sides of the spectrum. The call for 
peace is appropriate because I think deep down, it’s something that humanity is look-
ing for insomuch that they will turn to many sources to receive relief from those trou-
bled feelings.  
 
The message of the Peace Monks, and many other like-minded movements, suggest 
that peace can be found by looking within, detaching from the hardships, pain, and 
strife that we face in the world, and by mastering our mind. By adhering to a specific 
code of conduct or by finding purpose in our very existence, we reach peace.  
 
I assure you, the point of my article is not to argue with the Buddhists. My point is to 
declare that the Bible proclaims a much different message. Jesus never said, “Look 
within and you will have peace.” He said, “In Me you will have peace.” On the night 
before His crucifixion, Jesus was surrounded by violence, chaos, confusion, and immi-
nent death. He said these words to His troubled disciples: “Peace I leave with you. My 
peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Your heart must not be 
troubled or fearful” (John 14:27, HCSB). Jesus acknowledges that the world attempts 
to give you a version of peace that will not last. The world’s version of peace is fragile, 
earth-driven, and largely dependent on circumstances. The peace that Jesus gives and 
promises is different. His peace in this world does not promise the removal of trouble, 
suffering, or hardship, rather, His peace is found in His presence, power, and faithful-
ness. Peace in Christ does not come from escaping reality with our minds, but from 
trusting in the Lord during it all. Jesus said, “In this world you will have tribulation, but 
take heart, I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).  
 
Biblical peace is not merely calm emotions, but it rests in our Savior. This is where 
faith in Christ stands apart from every other offer of peace. Christianity does not deny 
the troubles of this world, but confronts it head on. The beauty of the Gospel is that 
God entered a world filled with violence, suffering, injustice, persecution, sickness and 
death and overcame it through His sacrificial death and resurrection. Because Christ 
conquered sin and death, we can have peace that comes from knowing He has every-
thing and everyone under His sovereign watch and care. Peace is not found by escap-
ing the world, but by allowing Christ to change your life, your heart, your mind, and 
your purpose. Peace places our focus on Christ and not on our circumstances. Peace is 
firmly rooted in the truth of Who Christ is and what He has done, and not on what we 
can do.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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Encouragement from the Pastor (continued) 

I will say, the Buddhist’s walk across the country is notably inspiring. They have a 
mission in mind, they are dedicated to their purpose, and they are committed to their 
version of truth. But I must ask: What if believers in Christ would anchor themselves 
firmly to the truth of the Gospel, Christ’s promise of peace, and declare complete de-
pendence, joy, and certainty in the sovereign plan of God in the midst of all the chaos 
that our world is in? Would that be a message that you would get behind? If I called 
upon Pittsboro Baptist Church to join me in a walk and witness to declare the peace 
that the world could find in Christ, would you join me on the journey? Be careful 
about how soon you would answer that... you already know where eternal, real, and 
faithful peace comes from. Maybe it’s beyond time that we begin to share Him 
(Christ, who is the Prince of Peace and the Hope of all humanity) with the world with 
our worship, witness, and our walk.  
 

You are loved!  
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Our pastor and wife-

was spotted shoveling 

snow this weekend—

proving once and for 

all that even divine  

intervention can’t 

stop winter in        

Pittsboro! Rumor has 

it, the heavenly      

hotline was busy, so 

he had to handle it 

himself. 
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Pittsboro Baptist Preschool 

2026-2027 Enrollment 

February 16-17, 2026 

 
At Pittsboro Baptist Preschool, we seek to support the home and extend the 

ministry of the church by providing biblically based, age-appropriate education 

for preschoolers that addresses their development cognitively, socially,  

emotionally, physically and spiritually. 

 

Enrollment  for the 2026-2027 school year is open  

for all returning students, siblings, and  

PBC church members on  

February 16th at 8:00 am online. 

Enrollment opens for all new families on  

February 17th at 8:00am online.  

 

http://pittsborobaptistpreschool.org/register-now/ 

 
Please contact the preschool office if you have any  

questions or to request a tour at  

919-545-9268 or  

via email at jennifer@pittsborobaptistpreschool.org. 
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February 14—Pal-n-tine’s Party 
February 28—Mad Splatter or Bowling and Dinner (TBD) 
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1  Reagan Kilpatrick 

4  Ashlyn Phillips 

6  Dennis May 

  Danette Baker 

7  Darren & Maria Powers ♥ 

9  Brooke Smith 

10  Dwight Tyndall 

12  Alex Parker 

16  Henry Cain 

17 Christian Batcheller (CB1) 

19  Sherry Dodson 

24  Larry & Carolyn Johnson ♥ 

  Judah Jurius 

  Ethan Truesdale 

25 Kelsie Houston 

27  Cooper Kivette 
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Ushers 

Charlie Hudgins, Bill Griffin 

Munro Parker & Jimmy Davis 

Greeters 

Jason & Susan Pintuff 

Infant February 1 Jessica Vrvilo & Brooke Smith 

February 8 Ashley Batcheller & Sunny Allen 

February 15 Jon & Melissa Harshman 

February 22 Tara & Jenna Smith 

Toddler 

Thank you to those Serving! 

February 1 Tara, Micah & Mali McDonald 

February 8 Kelly Smith & Meredith Tetterton 

February 15 Amber Kilpatrick & Darby Powers 

February 22 Hunter & Hannah Brown 

February 1 Jennifer & Caroline Cashion 

February 8 Jennifer & Caroline Cashion 

February 15 Jennifer & Caroline Cashion 

February 22 Jennifer & Caroline Cashion 
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Love is in the air in the Pittsboro Baptist 
Church Library. These are three of the 
many romantic novels found on the shelves. 
Stop by next Sunday and check-out one. 
 
For those of us who love Karon’s Mitford 
Series, we were thrilled she decided to write 
one more book about those wonderful char-
acters from the small North Carolina town 
of Mitford. 
 
My Beloved 
by Jan Karon 
When Father Tim’s wife, Cynthia, asks what 

he wants for Christ-
mas, he pens the 
answer in a love let-
ter that bares his 
most private feel-
ings. Then the letter 
goes missing and 
circulates among his 
astonished neigh-
bors. So much for 
private. 
 
Can a letter change 
a life? Ask Helene, 
the piano teacher 
who has avoided her 

feelings for a lifetime. Ask Hope, the village 
bookseller who desperately needs some-
thing that’s impossibly out of reach. Or, if 
you’d like to know how a brush with death 
can be the portal to a happy marriage, Cyn-
thia will tell you all about it. 
 
In My Beloved, Harley gets an important 
letter of his own; a broken heart teaches 
the Old Mayor, Esther Cunningham, a les-
son long in coming; and thanks to Lace and 
Dooley, readers get what they’ve been wait-
ing for: Sadie. 

 
Poignant, hilarious, and life-affirming, My 
Beloved sets a generous table for millions of 
readers who love these characters like fami-
ly. With Karon’s signature humanity shining 
through on every page, this is a season of 
life in Mitford you won’t want to miss. 
 
 
Silent Songbird  
by Melanie Dickerson 
Evangeline is gifted with a heavenly voice, 

but she is trapped in 
a sinister betrothal 
until she embarks on 
a daring escape and 
meets brave Westley 
le Wyse. Can he help 
her discover the 
freedom to sing 
again? 
Desperate to flee a 
political marriage to 
her cousin King Rich-
ard II’s closest advi-
sor, Lord Shiveley—a 
man twice her age 
with shadowy mo-

tives—Evangeline runs away and joins a 
small band of servants journeying back to 
Glynval, their home village. 
Pretending to be mute, she gets to know 
Westley le Wyse, their handsome young 
leader, who is intrigued by the beautiful 
servant girl. But when the truth comes out, 
it may shatter any hope that love could 
grow between them. 
More than Evangeline’s future is at stake as 
she finds herself entangled in a web of in-
trigue that threatens England’s monarchy. 
Should she give herself up to protect the 
only person who cares about her? If she 
does, who will save the king from a plot to 
steal his throne? 
 
 
 

 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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    9-9:30a.m.   10-10:30a.m. 
 
February 1  Judy Beaver  Sue Devinney 
 
February 8  Cindy Springle  Susie Griffin 
 
February 15 Deborah Dismuke Roderick Parker 
 
February 22 Ann Mills   Kathy Shaffer 

Date Night Jar  
by Joey Jones 
An unlikely friendship. An unforgettable 

love story. When 
workaholic physi-
cian Ansley Stone 
writes a letter to 
the estranged son 
of a patient asking 
him to send the 
family’s heirloom 
date night jar, she 
only intended to 
bring a little happi-
ness to a lonely old 
man during his fi-
nal days. But be-
fore long, she finds 
herself increasingly 

drawn to Cleve Fields’ bedside, eager to 
hear the stories of his courtship with his 
beloved late wife, Violet, that were in-
spired by the yellowed slivers of paper in 
the old jar. When Cleve asks her to return 

the jar to his son, Ansley spontaneously 
decides to deliver it in person, if only to 
find out why no one, including his own 
son, visits the patient she’s grown inexpli-
cably fond of. Mason Fields is happily sin-
gle, content to spend his days running the 
family strawberry farm and his evenings in 
the company of his best friend, a seven-
teen-year-old collie named Callie. Then 
Ansley shows up at his door with the date 
night jar and nowhere to stay. Suddenly, 
she’s turning his carefully ordered world 
upside down, upsetting his routine and 
forcing him to remember things best left in 
the past. When she suggests they pull a 
slip of paper from the jar, their own love 
story begins to develop. Before long, their 
newfound love will be tested in ways they 
never imagined, as the startling truth 
about Mason’s past is revealed…and 
Ansley’s future is threatened. 



February 2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

9:30am - Sunday School 
10:30am - Worship Service 
 
 
2:30pm - Griefshare 
 
5:30pm—”No Other Name” 
Youth Praise & Worship 
Night (RESCHEDULED FOR 
3/15/26) 

9:30am—Staff 
Meeting 

10:00am—Monday 
School 
(CANCELED) 

9:30am—Women’s 
Bible Study 

10:30am—3L’s Cov-
ered dish luncheon 

(CANCELED) 

6:30pm—Women’s 
Bible Study 

7:00pm - Property 
Management 

8:00am-Men’s Bible 
Study at Bojangles 

10:00am - Prayer 
Quilters 

5:30pm—”The Table” 
 

6:30pm - Dinner, Par-
ent Connect, JD’s & 
Youth 

   

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

9:30am - Sunday School 
 
10:30am - Worship Service 
 
 
2:30pm - Griefshare 

9:30am—Staff 
Meeting 

10:00am—Monday 
School 

6:30pm - Deacon’s 
Meeting 

9:30am—Women’s 
Bible Study 

6:30pm—Women’s 
Bible STudy 

8:00pm—Finance 
meeting via zoom 

8:00am-Men’s Bible 
Study at Bojangles 

10:00am - Prayer 
Quilters 

6:30pm - Dinner, Par-
ent Connect, JD’s & 
Youth 

  5:30pm—BLAST 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

9:30am - Sunday School -  
10:30am - Worship Service 
 
2:30pm - Griefshare 
 
 
 
 

9:30am—Staff 
Meeting 

10:00am—Monday 
School 

9:30am—Women’s 
Bible Study 

 

6:30pm—Women’s 
Bible Study 

8:00am-Men’s Bible 
Study at Bojangles 

10:00am - Prayer 
Quilters 

6:30pm - Dinner, Par-
ent Connect, JD’s & 
Youth 

 “The Pause” 
Youth Winter 
Retreat 

“The Pause” Youth 
Winter Retreat 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

9:30am - Sunday School 
10:30am - Worship Service 
 
2:30pm - Griefshare 
 

“The Pause” Youth Winter 
Retreat 

 
 

9:30am—Staff 
Meeting 

10:00am—Monday 
School 

7:00pm—Women’s 
Book Club 

9:30am—Women’s 
Bible Study 

 

6:30pm—Women’s 
Bible Study 

8:00am-Men’s Bible 
Study at Bojangles 

10:00am - Prayer 
Quilters 

6:30pm - Dinner, Par-
ent Connect, JD’s & 
Youth 

  5:30pm—BLAST 
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