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Volume 70, Issue 1 

January 2026 Encouragement from the Pastor 
 
 

“God’s People for God’s Purpose”  
 
 
Dear Church Family,  
 
Have you ever considered “the why” and “the what” behind your purpose here? 
I’m not merely talking about what you do for a living, or the roles you fill, or the 
responsibilities you have 
(though you can find great pur-
pose and meaning in each of 
these if prayerfully considered), 
but I am speaking to the reason 
that God has created you, 
saved you, and placed you on 
earth for this moment in histo-
ry. Your life’s purpose is not 
random or by chance. Our days 
on earth are not coincidental or 
meaningless (Ephesians 2:10 & 
Psalm 139:16). God has a plan, 
but are we willing to align our 
lives with what He has in store? 
Will you consider His eternal 
purposes for your life on earth? 
This is the theme that I believe 
God would have us pursue in 2026: God’s People for God’s Purposes.  
 
I recently read in a study by Avery T. Willis, Jr. that God doesn’t want us to work 
for Him; rather, He wants to work through us (MasterLife – The Disciples’ 
Cross, p. 46). If we’re honest, many of us spend our years working hard with ac-
tivity, full schedules, and doing many good things while quietly wondering if there 
is more to the life that God intends. If you are in a season of pursuing God’s pur-
pose for your life, or if you are diligently walking with Him in the journey He has 
designed for you, I believe this year’s focus as a church will greatly enhance your 
clarity, deepen your faith, and equip and encourage you to walk confidently in 
God’s purpose and calling for your life.  
 
At Pittsboro Baptist Church, we are a family of believers built on God’s unchang-
ing Word who are on mission together to reach the lost, disciple the believer, and 
to love others in the way of Christ so that they may know Him and follow Him. 
While God has given us more than we could ever imagine to accomplish this pur-
pose as a church collectively, we will have a far greater impact together if every-
one is pursuing God’s purposes in their everyday lives. He has uniquely called 
you, gifted you, equipped you, and is sending you for His glory in many places of 
influence. The truth is we are the church on 121 West Salisbury Street, but also 
wherever the Lord leads you from day to day. My goal is to join you in discover-
ing what that purpose may be. To accomplish this, we will investigate the life of 
Moses on Sunday mornings (beginning February 1st). Moses was a man who 
learned to listen for, respond to, and move with God’s purposes for His life and 
for the people he led.  
 
 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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Encouragement from the Pastor (continued) 

Together, we will:  
 
• Discover how God had a purpose for Moses’ life even before Moses recognized it      

(Exodus 1–2). 
• Learn how Moses surrendered himself to God’s purposes, despite his own inadequacies. 
• Consider how God prepares us for the purposes He has for us (Exodus 2). 
• Explore lessons in obedience and how it leads to fulfilling our purpose (Exodus 3 & 14). 
• Ask God to prepare our hearts with perseverance, deepening our fellowship and growth 

with Him for the journey ahead (Exodus 32–34).  
• See how our purpose can inspire future generations (Deuteronomy 34). 
 
 
I know that God has something powerful He desires to do in us and through us as we take this 
journey together in the Scripture. I do not want to give the false impression that simply by at-
tending one of our conferences or attending a worship service or two will immediately reveal 
God’s purposes for your life. Discovering His purpose is not a one-time event, but a continual 
process of listening, learning, surrendering, trusting, abiding, and obeying Him. There have 
been seasons and continue to be moments in my life where I needed my Shepherd’s faithful 
correction, encouragement, and realignment of what He wanted to do in my life above my own 
desires. He has been faithful to guide, equip, and use me even in my own weaknesses for His 
greater purposes.  
 
I invite you to join me in this holy pursuit. Let’s begin praying now individually and as a church 
family to seek God’s purposes with open hearts. He has incredible plans for Pittsboro Baptist 
Church in 2026, and I am certain that this year could be our most fruitful yet. Will you take this 
next step with me? Let’s obediently and confidently walk with God as His people for His pur-
poses, trusting that he will lead us every step of the way.  
 

You are loved! 
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Weclome: by baptism 
Heather Bayes 
Adrian Watson 
Sophia Wight 

 

Church Business Directory 
 

Most of us have to or had to work for a living. 
 
Your church family wants to support you in your endeavors. For the past 
several months, Kathy Shaffer has very slowly (sorry about the slowness), 
been collecting information to create a Business Directory of those who 
attend Pittsboro Baptist Church. The Business Directory, separate from 
the Church Directory, will include contact information and related specifics 
for those of you who are in business that provide a service which could be 
utilized by individuals or are in retail and offer goods for purchase. You 
don’t have to own the business. The goal is to support you and your work. 
The information will be made available to our church family.  
 
If you have yet to complete the Business Directory form, please contact 
Kathy Shaffer at kshaffer@mindspring.com or 919.244 1878. 

mailto:kshaffer@mindspring.com
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As we prepare our 2026 Church Directory, we kindly ask each of you to 
update your contact and family information. Please take a moment to    
review your details and submit any changes to the church office by the 
end of this month. Your cooperation ensures that our directory remains 
accurate and helpful for our entire church family. 
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Quarterly Church Conference 

January 14, 2026 
at 6:30pm 

in the Fellowship Hall 

New 2026 Offering Envelopes are here!   
 
2026 offering envelopes are available in the vestibule, on the table going 
in side door to Sanctuary and in the conference room. If you do not use 
online giving please pick up a box of envelopes to use for your offering. It 
is important that you use the appropriately dated envelope and fill in the 
information on the front using your full name and the amount of donation. 
Members of the counting committee count the offering after worship    
service on Sunday mornings and then deposit it at the bank. 
 
The envelopes are then used by Pam, our Administrative Assistant, to  
record your offering and will assure that you get credit for your donation 
on the yearend tax deductible statement. 
 
If you have any questions, you may call Carolyn Johnson, chairperson of 
the counting committee, at 919-542-3308. 
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1  Danny Braswell 

6 Natalie Phillips  

7  Owen Crutchfield 

8  Jason Walls 

9 Lyla Dibb 

10   Gabriel Jurius 

 Lillian Weatherington 

 Eleanor Weatherington 

11 Vicky Oldham 

14 Eli Truesdale 

16 Christian Batcheller (CB2) 

17 Katherine Parker 

 Brian & Rachel Cain ♥ 

18 Patsy Johnson 

19 Richard Brigman 

 Adam Melton 

 Jenice Walton 

22 Lance & Carole Sanders 

 Aaron Kivette 

24 Mike Daniel 

30 Stuart Lasater 
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January 4  Kimberly Houston & Janet Crutchfield 

January 11  Kimberly Houston & Janet Crutchfield 

January 18  Kimberly Houston & Janet Crutchfield 

January 25  Kimberly Houston & Janet Crutchfield 

   

Ushers 

Conner Cashion, Henry Cain,  

Owen Powers & Carter Melton 

Greeters 

Jason & Susan Pintuff 

 

Thank you to those Serving! 

January 4 Jessica Vrvilo & Brooke Smith 

January 11 Ashley Batcheller & Sunny Allen 

January 18 Jon & Melissa Harshman 

January 25 Tara & Jenna Smith 

Infant 

January 4 Tara, Micah & Mali McDonald 

January 11 Kelly Smith & Meredith Tetterton 

January 18 Amber Kilpatrick & Darby Powers 

January 25 Hunter & Hannah Brown 

Toddler 



T H E  S P I R A L    -  “ K E E P I N G  T H E  P E O P L E  Page 15 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s new? 
Answer: The year and quite a few books in 
the Pittsboro Baptist Church Library. Start 
the new year right by reading one of these 
new books listed below. For now, each of 
these books can be found on the library 
counter with other new-to-us books that 
have recently been added.  Come in next 
Sunday and check-out one or two or three. 
 
Max on Life 
by Max Lucado 
We have questions. Child-like inquiries. 

And deep, heavy 
ones. 
In more than twenty
-five years of writing 
and ministry, Max 
Lucado has received 
thousands of such 
questions. They 
come in letters, e-
mails, even on Dun-
kin Donuts napkins. 
In Max on Life he 
offers thoughtful an-
swers to more than 
170 of the most 

pressing questions on topics ranging from 
hope to hurt and from home to the hereaf-
ter. 
Max writes about the role of prayer, the 
purpose of pain, and the reason for our 
ultimate hope. He responds to the day-to-
day questions—parenting quandaries, fi-
nancial challenges, difficult relationships—
as well as to the profound: Is God really 
listening? 
A special addendum includes Max’s advice 
on writing and publishing. 
Including topical and scriptural indexes 
and filled with classic Lucado encourage-
ment and insight, Max on Life will quickly 

become a favorite resource for pastors and 
ministry leaders as well as new and mature 
believers. (copied from christianbook.com) 
 
Parenting -14 Gospel Principles That 
Can Radically Change Your Family  
by Paul David Tripp 
Winner of the ECPA Book of the Year 
Award for Christian Living 

Sometimes parents 
wish there was a 
guaranteed formula 
for raising good kids—
a certain list of rules 
to follow to ensure 
they’d have obedient 
children. But if moms 
and dads view their 
role through the lens 
of God’s grace, they 
will see that the gos-
pel must first shape 
how they parent be-

fore they can effectively shape their chil-
dren. 
In the bestselling book Parenting, Paul Da-
vid Tripp unfolds a more biblical perspec-
tive on parenting than merely adhering to 
a list of rules. He lays out 14 gospel-
centered principles that will radically 
change the way parents think about what 
it means to raise up a child, informing eve-
rything they do as a parent. (copied from 
paultripp.com) 
 
 
 

(continued on next page) 
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    9-9:30a.m.  10-10:30a.m. 

January 4  Judy Beaver  Sue Devinney 

January 11  Cindy Springle Susie Griffin 

January 18  Deborah Dismuke Kathy Shaffer 

January 25  Ann Mills   Roderick Parker 
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The 5 Love Languages of Children: 
The Secret to Loving Children Effec-
tively  
by Gary Chapman and Ross Campbell 
You know you love your child. But how can you 
make sure your child knows it? 
The #1 New York Times bestselling The 5 
Love Languages® has helped millions of 
couples learn the secret to building a love 
that lasts. Now discover how to speak your 
child's love language in a way that he or 
she understands. Dr. Gary Chapman and 
Dr. Ross Campbell help you: 
• Discover your child's love language 

• Assist your child in successful learning 

• Use the love languages to correct and 
discipline more effectively 
Build a foundation of unconditional love for 
your child 
Plus: Find dozens of tips for practical ways 
to speak your child's love language. 
Discover your child's primary language—
then speak it—and you will be well on your 
way to a stronger relationship with your 

flourishing child. 
(copied frommoodypublishers.com) 



January 2026 
May God’s love light your way and lead 

you into a new year that shines with His 

special joy 

 

Happy New Year! 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

    Office Closed 

Holiday 

  

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

9:30am - Sunday School 
 
10:30am - Church Service 
 
 

9:30am - Staff Meeting 

10:00am—Monday 
School 

 

7:00pm-Property 
Mgmt Meeting 

8:00am - Men’s Bible 
Study at Bojangles 

10:00am - Prayer Quilters 

5:00pm—The Table 

6:30pm-Dinner, JD’s, 
Youth and Parent Connect 

  5:30pm—B.L.A.S.T 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

9:30am - Sunday School 
 
10:30am - Church Service  
 
Deacon Training 
 
2:30pm - Griefshare 
 
 

9:30am - Staff Meeting 

10:00am—Monday 
School 

6:00pm—PBC Commit-
tee Leadership Meeting 

 

 

 8:00am - Men’s Bible 
Study at Bojangles 

10:00am - Prayer Quilters 

6:30pm - Quarterly Church 
Conference 

 

 

 11:00am—Lunch 
Break Missions 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

9:30am - Sunday School 
 
10:30am - Church Service 
 
2:30pm - Griefshare 

9:30am - Staff Meeting 

10:00am—Monday 
School 

 8:00am - Men’s Bible 
Study at Bojangles 

10:00am - Prayer Quilters 

6:30pm-Dinner, JD’s, 
Youth and Parent Connect 

  8:30am—Ignite Your 
Purpose 

 

5:30pm -B.L.A.S.T 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

9:30am - Sunday School 
 
10:30am - Church Service 
 
2:30pm - Griefshare 

9:30am - Staff Meeting 

10:00am—Monday 
School 

7:00pm—Bookclub 

 8:00am - Men’s Bible 
Study at Bojangles 

10:00am - Prayer Quilters 

6:30pm-Dinner, JD’s, 
Youth and Parent Connect 

   

       
       


