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This month our curriculum focuses on the
Church and its practices—who are we, and
what do we do? The lessons take us into spe-
cific topics like communion and baptism, the
Lord’s Day, and stewardship and mission, but
the overall answer is very simple: the church is
the community of God’s grace, and we share
God’s grace with others. That’s who we are,
and that’s what we do.

It’s easy for us to lose sight of that purpose.
We set other goals and expectations for our-
selves, our church and our community. When
God doesn’t seem to be meeting those goals,
we open ourselves up to discouragement and
disillusionment. This is what happened to John
the Baptist when he was in prison. He sent
messengers to ask Jesus if he was really the
messiah, because Jesus wasn’t meeting his ex-
pectations. We don’t know exactly what John
was expecting, but it probably involved over-
throwing the king that had thrown him in pris-
on. In John’s eyes, the kingdom was in danger
and Jesus wasn’t doing enough to defend it.

Jesus responded this way: “Go back and report
to John what you hear and see: The blind re-
ceive sight, the lame walk, those who have
leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead
are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to
the poor. Blessed is anyone who does not
stumble on account of me.”
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Jesus didn’t criticize John or his expectations.
He simply pointed John’s attention to what Je-
sus was doing: he was changing lives, one by
one, just as his Father had sent him to do. God
was moving and working in Israel through Je-
sus. The kingdom was coming, even if it wasn’t
coming in the way John expected.

The Bible doesn’t tell us how John reacted to
Jesus’ words, but | can imagine the comfort
they brought him. It’s easy for us to get caught
up in our own goals and expectations, and to
feel like the world is falling apart if they aren’t
being met. It’s even worse when we feel pow-
erless, unable to do anything to fix the prob-
lem (like John must have felt in prison). Jesus’s
words reminded John that the world wasn’t
falling apart. The Messiah was on the move,
even if he couldn’t see it. The kingdom was ad-
vancing, God’s plan was working—even while
John was in prison.

When | feel overwhelmed or discouraged, God
has a habit of showing me something he’s do-
ing in the church—usually this church—to re-
mind me that he is still working. Usually it’s a
person or family who has received God’s grace
in some special way through our church fami-
ly. He reminds me that he is still working, al-
ways working, even when | don’t see or recog-
nize. All | have to do is keep faith in him, and
follow where he leads.

PRAYER

15T & 3*° SUNDAYS AT 6 PM

Join us on the first and third Sundays of each
month at 6:00 PM for a focused time of con-
gregational prayer. Together, we seek God’s
guidance for the future mission of our
church—listening and discerning for the paths
He is preparing. Whether you come with vi-
sion, questions, or quiet hope, this gathering is
a space to align our hearts with God’s purpos-
es and pray boldly for what’s ahead.




Darrell McCaw passed away and went
home to the Lord on December 26, 2025. A
Celebration of Life will be held at TCC on
February 14, 2026 at 1:00 pm. Please keep
Blanche and family in your prayers.

George Knox passed away and went home
to the Lord on January 26, 2026. Plans are
being made to hold a Memorial Service at
TCC at 2:00 pm on Saturday, February 28th.
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Noah Harland was baptized into Christ on
December 21, 2025. Noah is the son of
Mathew and Angela Harland.

New Treasurer

Lacey Cade is our new
Church Treasurer! Lacey
recently graduated from
Corban University with a
degree in accounting. She
is also an employee at
Turner Homes. We wel- (48
come Lacey to TCC and express our apprecia-
tion to Elizabeth O’Dell who has been serv-
ing as interim treasurer.

Quarterly Church Potluck Lunch
Sunday, February 22nd

Please join us for a potluck lunch following
the All-Age Sunday morning worship service.
Last names starting with A-l bring main dish-
es, J-R bring sides and S-Z bring desserts.

New flooring is being installed in the hallway
in the education wing and the fellowship hall
over the next few weeks! The old carpeting
has been removed and walls have been
painted thanks to wonderful volunteers !

Wednesday, February 18, 2026
6:45—9:00 am

Ash Wednesday is a day set aside by Chris-
tians for reflection and repentance. This year
we will observe Ash Wednesday with a morn-
ing open house. The sanctuary will be open
for anyone who wants to receive ashes. You
are welcome to spend time in the sanctuary
praying as well. Drop in on the way to work or
at the start of your day!

Turner Community Garden

We are approaching a new growing season here
in the Community Garden and we are reaching
out to invite you all to join in and help with this
valuable community resource. We have many op-
portunities available with as little as 1 hour on up
to days of volunteer help. It takes a whole com-
munity to assure the success of our program for
now and into the future. Please make the deci-
sion to get involved soon. Opportunities in-
clude plot maintenance, produce care, and
community events. We look forward to seeing
you in the garden!!

UPDATE: The recent flood waters have devas-
tated Mary’s wonderful flower gardens near
the roadside that everyone enjoy every spring
and summers and Mary and her team need
your help to get them in order again in time
for this year’s flowery showing, Say you'll
come help !

Events for Seniors!

Seniors Celebrate Lincoln’s Birthday!
February 12th e 1:00-3:00 pm

Please join us in the fellowship hall as we
celebrate the late President Lincoln’s Birth-
day! We will have snacks and will get to en-
joy a guest speaker!

Seniors Bowling Trip!
February 20th e 1:00pm

We are heading the bowling alley again
(Northgate Bowl)! Our scores are improv-
ing—come join us either by bowling or being
cheerleaders! The cost is $5.00 to bowl! and
cheerleaders are free! Transportation will
be leaving the church at 1:00 pm.




