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June is the last month of this Sunday school term,
which means this is my last article based on our
class about the nature of the church. Today | would
like to talk about something that comes up in Ephe-
sians chapter 4.

This chapter is one of three places where Paul talks
about the church as being a body (the others are Ro-
mans 12:3-8 and 1 Corinthians 12:12-31). This image
is familiar to most of us, and when we talk about the
congregation as a body we typically focus on the
message of diversity: just as the body has many
parts, so the church has many different types of peo-
ple. It takes all kinds to be a church. This is certainly
one of the lessons Paul wants us to draw from this
image. However, there is another lesson he wants to
learn in Ephesians, which we don’t discuss nearly as
often. There Paul writes,

And he himself gave some to be apostles,
some prophets, some evangelists, some pas-
tors and teachers, to equip the saints for the
work of ministry, to build up the body of
Christ, until we all reach unity in the faith and
in the knowledge of God’s Son, growing into
maturity with a stature measured by Christ’s
fullness. Then we will no longer be little chil-
dren, tossed by the waves and blown around
by every wind of teaching, by human cunning
with cleverness in the techniques of deceit.
But speaking the truth in love, let us grow in
every way into him who is the head—Christ.
From him the whole body, fitted and knit to-
gether by every supporting ligament, pro-
motes the growth of the body for building it-
self up in love by the proper working of each
individual part. (v. 11-16)

Let’s start by looking at the part of this passage that
makes the most sense to us: God gave us various
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types of leaders in order to equip us so we can be
mature Christians. We have preachers and teachers
in the congregation to help us each become more
mature as individual followers of Jesus. So far, so
good! However, mature individuals is not Paul’s
goal. After all, if the congregation is a body, it does
no good for individual cells or organs to be healthy if
the rest of the body is dead. Notice everything else
Paul says here: it is the body that is being built up by
the leaders. It is the body that Jesus is knitting to-
gether and building up in love. We individual Chris-
tians are the “supporting ligaments,” the “individual
parts,” who contribute to the health and maturity of
the body. We do not come to the church to receive
the teaching or training that meets our own needs.
We come to the church to be turned into mature
parts of a healthy body. We seek maturity because
only healthy, mature believers can be a healthy, ma-
ture body.

This makes me think of our key values: connecting,
growing, and serving. We tend to think that serving
is something we do for others, while connecting and
growing are for ourselves. We worship because it
feeds our needs. We grow because it helps us do life
better. And that is true, but what Paul wants us to
realize is that everything we do in the church is for
each other. | seek spiritual growth, not only because
it makes me a better person, but also because it
makes me a better brother to my church family. | go
to the worship service, not only because | receive
something from it, but because my brothers and
sisters receive something from my presence. If
Turner Christian Church is going to be a mature
body, capable of fulfilling its God-given mission, we
are going to need healthy arms, legs, eyes, ears, and
gall bladders. We are going to need mature brothers
and sisters. We are going to need you.




D've been Mu«g .."About Gorebridge”

From Pastor Rachel

I've been thinking about Gorebridge, Scotland. |
spent two nights there once. It was not my faulit.

While staying in St. Andrews, | would regularly
visit my aunt and uncle. The family | lived with
had a teenage daughter, Jess, and she would
often visit them with me.

On one evening the two of us had been invited
there for dinner. | told Jess to go ahead without
me; | had a load of laundry that | needed to fin-
ish first. | finished the laundry, made the short
walk to their home, and arrived a mere 30
minutes after the intended time.

| walked in the door to the sight of my aunt put-
ting down the phone. She looked at me with eager
eyes and exclaimed, “It's all settled, we've just
made the arrangements. You're going to
Gorebridge for New Years Eve!”

“Uhhh. . .what?” was my intelligent response.

In those short 30 minutes Jess and my aunt had
hatched a plan and immediately followed
through. Phone calls had been made, favors
called in, housing secured and | was to be
shipped off to Gorebridge for New Years Eve. It
was settled.

Never mind | didn't know anybody in
Gorebridge, including the people they were
sending me to. Never mind my aunt and uncle
had no interest in coming with me. “You’re go-
ing to a Ceilidh for young people!

We'd get in the way! All we want is for you to
enjoy New Years!”

| was locked into the commitment. To Gore-
bridge, | went.

And | met a wonderful and special woman; the
mother of the family who hosted us. She had
been, perhaps, slightly arm-twisted by my aunt
to host an American stranger. | had been foisted
on her the day of her church’s annual New Years
Eve Ceilidh. Her adult son was running the
event, her husband was the minister and over-

seeing it, her children were getting ready for it,
and a 20-something appeared in her home in the
middle of all that.

She was gracious. She was welcoming. And she
shared my slight horror that my aunt had foisted
this upon both of us.

The next day she invited me on a walk. We went
on a long walk-maybe two hours. We went past
ancient buildings and followed the road over
rolling hills, sheep farms spread out below us. |
talked and | talked to this woman | didn’t know,
who just felt safe. She listened, and she cared.
And then, a very little, she talked. She talked
about ministry and faithfulness and life. | hon-
estly only remember a few of the sentences. |
more remember the gift of time. Her presence.
Her care. Her faith shining through.

| often think about the woman | want to be.
Sometimes this woman comes to mind. A busy
home, a busy life, and yet she gave two wise and
compassionate hours to a stranger. She didn’t
seek to fix me. | don’t recall her offering advice.
She listened, and she shared from her life. What
an incredible gift.

We all have stories of life interruptions. We can
all think of times when circumstances put us in
unexpected places or connected us with unex-
pected people. We can approach these mo-
ments with a resigned attitude, grumpy or an-
noyed at the interruptions.

Or we can accept the twists and turns of life, and
use unexpected moments to bless those around us.

How can you bring Him glory when you find
yourself in unexpected circumstances?

“ Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks
in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
(emphasis my own).




As we reflect on the year that has passed in
preschool, we are filled with pride and joy as
we think about all that our students have
achieved. From their first day of school to
now, we have seen them grow and blossom
in so many ways. Their curiosity, creativity,
and resilience have shone through in every-
thing they have done, and we are so grateful
to have been a part of their journey. Looking
through photos from the year, we can see the
moments of joy, wonder, and discovery that
have filled our days. From messy art projects
to outdoor adventures, each experience has
helped our students learn and grow in their
own unique ways.

Throughout the year we have been focused
on teaching in 4 key areas; academic, social/
emotional, communication, and spiritual. As
we prepare to send our students off to the
next chapter in their lives, | would like to take
this moment to ask you to join me in prayer
once again:

Pray over their academic future; that they
build on the foundation they received here,
that they find joy in learning and being good
students, and that they are a light to the kids
around them for Jesus. May they continue to
seek after knowledge, to excel in their stud-
ies, and to use their gifts and talents for the
greater good.

Pray over their social and emotional well-
being; that they continue to connect with oth-
ers, that they use words to explain how they’re
feeling and work through their emotions, and
that they see God’s hand in their relationships.

Little Lamb Christian Preschool
A Note from Our Pirector,

L Bethany Robinson

May they cultivate strong friendships, develop
empathy and compassion for others, and navi-
gate the complexities of human emotions with
grace and understanding.

Pray for strengthened communication with
friends, family, and teachers. Give them the
words to communicate needs, emotions, and
always ask questions. Please allow them to
see the good in people’s differences, and that
they learn from different perspectives.

Pray over their spiritual lives; may they con-
tinue to build on the foundation of their faith,
to seek after God, to see God in the world
around them, and to desire to follow after
Him in all aspects of their lives. May they be a
beacon of light and love, reflecting God’s
grace and mercy to all those they encounter.

As we say goodbye to our students, we send
them off with our prayers and blessings. We
pray that they continue to grow and learn,
that they be a light to those around them,
and that they follow God all the days of their
life. “May they be filled with wisdom and
stature, and may they find favor with both
God and man.” Luke 2:52

Note:

Little Lamb Christian Preschool will hold its
graduation program on May 7th and classes
will end for this term on June 13th. We thank
our director, Bethany Robinson, and teach-
ing assistant, Maritza Rivera, for their excel-
lence and dedication in teaching children.
Pray for them as they prepare for a new
school year and program this September!




Middle School Camp
July 7—12
All Middle School students are invited to reg-
ister and attend summer camp at Grove
Christian Camp! Located in Dorena, Oregon,
it will be a week of games, worship, outdoor
recreation and Bible teaching. Register at:
grovechristiancamp.org (for Middle School 1)
or contact Pastor Rachel for more information.

Family Camp at Winema

August 30—September 2
Are you looking for a time where you can get
away with the whole family? How about a
time where you and your family can grow in
your faith and worship with other families?
What about a sandy beach and a glassy lake?
If all of these sound great, then Family Camp
is for you! For four days, families come to-
gether for a camp experience for all ages!
Matt Holmes will be the Keynote Speaker!

Information and registration at:
https://www.winema.org/family-camp.html

Winema Christian Camp
Summer Youth Camps
(Located on the Oregon Coast in Cloverdale)
For Youth from 3rd—12th Grades

1st Junior Camp — June 23-29
1st Middle School Camp — July 7-13
1st High School Camp — July 14-20
First Chance Camp — July 21-24
2nd High School Camp — August 4-10
2nd Middle School Camp — August 11-17
2nd Junior Camp — August 18-24

Information and registration at:
https://www.winema.org/summerschedule.html

Geraldine Lasniewski passed away and went
home to the Lord on May 25, 2024. There
will not be a public memorial service. Please
keep her family in your prayers.
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Lynn Aegerter
Ivy Grace Morley

Noah Braun

Will graduate from Cascade High School
onJune 5, 2024

Isaiah Rupp

Will graduate from North Salem High
School on June 7, 2024

THANK YOUL 4

It is with tremendous gratitude that we an-
nounce the retirement of Don Campbell after 8
years of service as our church custodian. Thank
you so much, Don, for your work during that
time to maintain our building!

We are also excited to announce that we have
hired a new church custodian. Richard Smart took
up the custodial keys on Sunday, June 2, and we
are excited to have him! You may remember
Richard from when he played bass for our wor-
ship team before COVID. Richard recently retired
as a mortician. Make sure to welcome him when
you see him in the building or on Sundays!
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CREATED IN CHRIST  DESIGNED FOR G0D'S PURPOSE e

Through fun songs, crafts, dramas, and outdoor
games, your child will get to be immersed in the
world of Spark Studios, learning what it is to
know, love and follow Jesus! And don’t miss the
extra-fun on Thursday night—the whole family is
invited along for a barbeque dinner. It’s all free!

JUNE CHURCH EVENTS

Church Family Check-In (and Potluck!)
Sunday, June 9th after the Worship Service
Everyone is invited to a family check-in and pot-
luck after church on June 9th! What's a "Family
Check-In?" It's a time for the members of our
church family to hear about what's going on in
the ministries of the church. Our goal with these
check-ins is to keep the congregation informed,
engaged, and excited as we begin our summer.

We hope to see you there!
A-H: Desserts, I-P: Main Dish, Q-Z: Sides/Salads

Men’s Sonrise Breakfast

Friday, June 14th at 6:30 am
Turner Christian Church will be hosting a special
breakfast to honor all the men of the church on
Friday, June 14th. Fathers, sons, grand-fathers,
uncles, and dear friends are all welcome. Come
ready to eat a hearty breakfast, share in great fel-
lowship, and hear from a guest speaker.

“Take Me Out to the Ball Game!”
Sunday, June 23, 2024

The Senior Ministry Team invites the congrega-
tion to come along to the Keizer Volcano Stadi-
um to attend a baseball game! The outing will
begin at the church at 3:00 pm with a hotdog
meal! Then at 4:00 pm we will head to the stadi-
um. The game starts at 5:05 pm. The church bus
will be available, but most of us will car pool.
We have been given free tickets, so please sign
up in the church foyer so you can secure your
free ticket and to make sure there will be a hot
dog with your name on it!

Join the Team!
Children’s Ministry Fall Recruitment

Fall will be here before we know it, and we
want to be ready for every child who comes
into our building! We have team opportuni-
ties for all experience levels in nursery and
kids programming. Whether you would like
to be a sub, or a regular teacher, or some-
thing in-between—Ilet's talk. To find out
more information, or to begin conversations
about getting involved talk to Pastor Rachel
or schedule an appointment with her by
calling, emailing, or by using the QR code.

B ] Meetings are happening now through
refuy the first week of July. There are opportu-
4 nities to be involved on Sundays and mid-

H _‘ T week. All volunteers will receive training
and undergo a background check.

TCC Seniors Events in June

Seniors Trip to Adelman’s Peony Gardens
Tuesday, June 4th

On June 4th at 10:30 am we are heading to
Adelman's Peony Gardens. The website says
that their grass pathways are wheelchair and
walker friendly. We will enjoy a relaxing tour
and learn about the different types of Peonies.
Then we will enjoy a picnic lunch.

Seniors Bowling Trip
Friday, June 7th

We are heading to the bowling alley again! Our
scores are improving come join us either by
bowling or being cheerleaders for those of us
that need cheering on to improve. Transporta-
tion leaves the church parking lot at 1 o'clock on
June 7. Or you can meet us at Northgate Bowl,
2380 Northgate Avenue N.E., Salem, Oregon.
Come prepared to have fun and cheer.




172nd Northwest Christian Convention

June 25 - 30, 2024
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JOHN WHITTAKER VIOLET GOTT THE YUNKERS

THERE WILL BE A COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE AT THE NORTHWEST CHRISTIAN CONVENTION ON SUNDAY, JUNE 30th
AT 10:00 AM. Each summer Turner Christian Church meets with other Christians attending the Northwest Christian Con-

vention for Sunday worship in the Tabernacle. There will be no meetings in the TCC building that day.
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Join us as we ceiebrate Q"
FRANK & VIRGINIA
MUSGRAVE'S
50th ANNIVERSARY
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Saturday, July 6th, 1-4 pm
Urban Granary
5325 Denver St SE, Turner, OR

Light refreshments provided

Please RSVP to Shannon Balmer at 541-556-1597




