
HAT IS HAPPENING IN OUR CITIES to a 
great cxtcnt is shaping thc destiny of this nation. For 
this rcason the urban scene commands the attention 
of sociologists, psychologists, politicians, business, and 
industry. 

The urban scene is a constant focus of the news 
media, for it is there that the bizarrc, the horrid, the 

and the pathetic occur. What would reporting 
be without the demonstrations, riots, class struggles, 
and corruptions of thc big citi es! 

Because of thc peculi ar influencc of the cities upon 
the concern and conscience of the nation, the church 
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is forced to define itself in tenns of urban evangelism. 
The question emerging in the hearts of countless church 
leaders is, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 

First let me say I am here as a preacher of thc 
gospel and as a brother in Christ. My remarks will 
be tinted with Christian conviction and gospel priority. 
Th is does not mean I will gloss over actualities or ob-
scure present problems. Having pastored in Harlem, 
New York, and on the southside of Chicago, I havc had 
some exposure to the problems, some consciousness of 
the patterns of privation, and some experience of the 
difficulties faced by blacks. 

An estimated 14 million blacks reside in our urban 
areas. The decay of the citics affects these people greatly. 
The inequities in education, the inadequacies in hous-
ing, the insufficiencies in jobs, and the general economic 
and social blight are the constant experience of black 
Americans. 

Most of us are aware of the gap between the ad-
vantaged and the disadvantaged, the affluent and the 
culturally deprived, the favored majority and the un-
favored minorities. The seething discontent and the 
constant confrontations in our cities appear as hand-
writi ng on the wall, reminding us of an imbalance in 
social justice, of inequities in our present system of 
democracy, and of stroqg prejudices in this nation. 

I am not here to present an in-dcpth paper on thc 
social ills of the hour. I am neither qualified for it by 
training nor called to it by vocation. But I am affected 
to some degree by the problems and must adopt a 
scriptural stance that "all unrighteousness is sin"-be 
it prejudice or adultery-and that the righteous Lord 
loves righteousness . 

I BELlEVE the biggest problem facing the church in 
this hour is to rediscover and maintain its identity. 
The Lord gave certain distinctivcs to the church. She 
is called in Scripture "the pillar and ground of the truth," 
"an habitation of God through the Spirit," "the bride of 
Christ," "the salt of the carth," and "the li ght of the 
world ." 'What she is said to be to a large extcnt dictates 
what she is supposed to do. She is to preach the truth, 
reveal the presence of God, maintain her engagement 
to Christ, retard corruption, and dispel the darkness 
wherevcr she encounters it. 

However, there is an increasing pressure upon the 
church to abandon these priorities and adopt the socia l 
ideals desired for this nation and the world. \:Ve arc 
constantly told how we must adjust our concepts in the 
light of the prcsent developments. Certain groups have 
made it plain that the church must serve the revolution. 
But I am more interested in how the church will serve 
the Lord in this last-day revival. I am more concerned 
with how shc will glori fy the Saviour and express His 
attributes. I am more concem ed with how well she 
will fare in earnestly contending for the fai th once 
delivered to the saints . 

The issues of yesterday are not the same today, 
nor will they be the same tomorrow. The particular 
goals of one nation or people change with the cir-
cumstances and the priorities of the moment. But the 
biggest issues will always be constant: the problem of 
sin in the hu man heart, the alienation of men from God, 
and the expressions of unrighteousness in word, thought, 
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and deed. Solomon declared : "Keep thy heart with 
all diligence; fo r out of it are the issues of lifc" ( Prov-
erbs 4:23). The isslles of li fe arc bigger than the issues 
of the moment, for they will have the greate r cons('-
qucnccs both now and eterna1ly. 

The greatest ques tions in the human heart can b<-' 
condensed into three categories: "" 'here did I COIll(, 
from? Why am I here? \\'here am I goill t!;? These 
arc penetrating questions, going deeper than the issues 
of the moment, more important than "\Vhy Yietna mr 
more complicat<,'d than the race issue, of greater sip:ni fi-
c:ance than the draft. 

'1'111::1\1'; liAS ALWAYS Il£ E:-.' the danger of a conflict of in-
h:rest for the church in her involvement in the things 
of this world. The child of God is a unique individual. 
lie is conscious of two worlds- experiencing the POW('I 

of the world to come and yet residing in the world that 
now is. lie is faced with a dual responsibility, being 
a citizen of both. In his relationship with men he must 
ever be obedient to God. 

Because of her peculiar nature the church must .ll-
ways d istinguish betwecn earthly citizenship and heav-
enly discipk'ship. Some things arc definitely at variance 
when considered in the light of the church's first ob-
ligation to her Lord. Some things arc definitely im-
portant in the temporal and yet not necessarily ex-
pedient for advancing the spiritual. 

A writer stated recently in Christi<lIIity Today: ··There 
will be a not iceable tension between the spiritual 
church and the secular culture." I believe we will 
need to recall the bcginning of the church at Pente· 
cos t as recordcd in Acts 2: "There came a sound from 
heaven." The church is Goer s institution, or morc ac· 
curately God's creation, called into being by H is decree 
and power, motivated by I lis will and purposc. Th is 
thing started with a sound from heaven; let it not be 
cont rolled now by sounds from earth. 

Am I advocating tolal noninvolvemcnt in the con-
cerns of the present socicty? No. But I advocate re-
taining the higher priorities and the particular purposes 
for which we have been called. We must define the lincs 
of demarcation and place our emphasis according to 
our ca lling. We will never be able entirely to please 
the world at large, Jesus sa id to those of His day in a 
parable, "\Ve have piped unto you, and ye have not 
danced; we have mounled unto you, and ye have not 
lamented." It will be equally difficult in this hour to 
gain a perfect approval from men as we seck to 
serve God in this world. 

As WE the urban situation from a gospel stand-
point, 1 beli eve we are compel led by spiritual eOIn'ic-
tions to maintain a Bible-centercd emphasis . l believe 
the urban man is as sensitive to his spiritual needs as 
he is toward his temporal needs. \ Vitness the paeked 
churches in any blaek community on any Sunday morn-
ing. There is a traditiona l concern for spiritual well-
being ingrained in the hearts of blacks from the days 
of slavery when God was our only refuge. The urba n 
man will listen to the gospel, and the gospel is still 
the power of God unto salvation to everyone who 
believes. 

However, I firmly believe the church must show an 
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of the particu lar needs of the u rban man. 
\Ve respect his desire for socia l aeh ie\'emen t, be 
sympathetic toward his demand for change, and help 
him in e"ery way compatible wi th princi ples 
whi le we maintain hh spiritual w('lfare as til{' highest 
p riority. 

I S!; PPoSt-: I cou ld be called a moderate from a political 
standpoint. The Scriptures teach us: "Let your modera-
tion be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand" 
( Phil ippians 4:5). If there was ever a ti me for the church 
to have a tempera tc viewpoint, it is today. The course 
of the ent ire world needs to be criticall y and ca refully 
an:llyzed in the light of the Great Commiss ion and the 
soon coming of the Lord . 

The world demands what they call "contemporary 
relevancc: ' If 1 understand the word COllt emporary, it 
mea ns "to happen along with ," and the word relevance 
means "to have :l defi nite or bea ring upon 
the matters at haneL" 1 belicve thc gospel -preaching 
("hurch mcets this standard of contcmporal), relevanct·. 
God's purposes ha ve always run parallel with the events 
of history, and I lis workings havc always had a (kf-
inite bearing upon the matters at hand. 

Aga in divine purposes arc pinpointed by the happen. 
ings of eontcmporar}' hi story. John the Bapt ist preached 
I epentanee during the reign of Tiberias Caesar. The 
apostles declared that Jesus was Lord in every con-
ceivable situ;ltion, refUSing to allow thc pressures of a 
degenerat e world to change their concept of a divi n!.' 
miss ion. 

When faCing execution for maintaining gospel pri -
orities in spite of society's disapproval, Paul told Timoth y 
to "preach the word." I Ie reminded Timothy tha t "no 
man that warreth entanglcth himself in the affairs of 
this life; that ilC' might please him who hath chosen 
him to be a soldier." The Great Commiss ion has never 
bcen revoked. The Lord Jesus said that "thi s gospel of 
the kingdom shall bc preached in all the wodel for a 
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come." 
The church is running on a schedule regulatcd by 
hcaven's clock and must be about the Father's business. 
This constraint is placed upon us in the suburbs and 
cities, on other continent s, and in the isles of the sea. 

it be said of us that u;e w eached Christ during 
the Nixon administration while ). Iao was ruler of China 
and Brezhnev party leader in Hussia. 

)'lay it be said of us that at the time of the riots 
and demonstrations in our cities and during th t: student 
revolution, we rcasoned of temperance, of righteousness, 
and of judgment to come. 

)'Iay it be said of us that in the age of frce love, LSD, 
and the IS-yea r-old vote, we were found calling men 
to repenta nce and looking for the soon rcturn of the 
Lord. 

Although we arc found in the midst of secular his -
tory, we must make spiritual history for the glo!"y of 
God. 

l feel urban evangelism is just doi ng what God has 
ca lled us to do in a different set of ci rcumstances. \ Ve 
arc still to hold forth the Word of life in the midst of 
all the pass ing events of history, for it is not I lis will 
that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. 6 
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