
January	5,	2024

Rocking	The	Boat





Jesus	answered,	“I	tell	you,	you	must	forgive	them	more
than	seven	times.	You	must	continue	to	forgive	them	even
if	they	do	wrong	to	you	seventy-seven	times.”

—​​Matthew​	​18​:​22​	​(ERV)​​

What’s	The	Deal	With	Boat	Rocking?

1.	Christians	Have	Many	Misconceptions	About	Conflict.

Great	blessings	belong	to	those	who	work	to	bring
peace.	God	will	call	them	his	sons	and	daughters.

—​​Matthew​	​5​:​9​	​(ERV)​​

When	Jesus	and	his	followers	came	to	Jerusalem,
they	entered	the	Temple	area.	Jesus	began	driving
out	the	people	who	were	buying	and	selling	things
there.	He	turned	over	the	tables	that	belonged	to
those	who	were	exchanging	different	kinds	of
money.	And	he	turned	over	the	benches	of	those
who	were	selling	doves.

—​​Mark​	​11​:​15	(ERV)

2.	What’s	Your	Motivation?

The	tongue	is	like	a	fire.	It	is	a	world	of	evil	among
the	parts	of	our	body.	It	spreads	its	evil	through	our
whole	body	and	starts	a	fire	that	influences	all	of
life.	It	gets	this	fire	from	hell.

—​James​	​3​:​6​

Stay	away	from	those	who	have	foolish	arguments,
who	talk	about	useless	family	histories,	or	who
make	trouble	and	fight	about	what	the	Law	of
Moses	teaches.	These	things	are	useless	and	will
not	help	anyone.

—​​Titus​	​3​:​9​

Some	people	are	telling	the	message	about	Christ
because	they	are	jealous	and	bitter.	Others	do	it



because	they	want	to	help.	They	are	doing	it	out	of
love.	They	know	that	God	gave	me	the	work	of
defending	the	Good	News.	But	those	others	tell
about	Christ	because	of	their	selfish	ambition.
Their	reason	for	doing	it	is	wrong.	They	only	do	it
because	they	think	it	will	make	trouble	for	me	in
prison.

—​​Philippians​	​1​:​15​-​17​	​(ERV​​)

3.	The	Truth	Hurts	&	Heals.

An	elder	must	be	faithful	to	the	same	true	message
we	teach.	Then	he	will	be	able	to	encourage	others
with	teaching	that	is	true	and	right.	And	he	will	be
able	to	show	those	who	are	against	this	teaching
that	they	are	wrong.

—​​Titus​	​1​:​9​	​(ERV)​​

Kind	words	heal	and	help;	cutting	words	wound
and	maim.

—​​Proverbs​	​15​:​4​	​(MSG​​)

If	a	fellow	believer	hurts	you,	go	and	tell	him—
work	it	out	between	the	two	of	you.	If	he	listens,
you’ve	made	a	friend.	If	he	won’t	listen,	take	one	or
two	others	along	so	that	the	presence	of	witnesses
will	keep	things	honest,	and	try	again.	If	he	still
won’t	listen,	tell	the	church.	If	he	won’t	listen	to	the
church,	you’ll	have	to	start	over	from	scratch,
confront	him	with	the	need	for	repentance,	and
offer	again	God’s	forgiving	love.​

—​	Matthew​	​18​:​15​-​17​	​(MSG​​)

Follow	Through	Step:

Consider	a	conflict	you’ve	been	avoiding	because	you	didn’t
want	to	rock	the	boat.	Pray	on	it	and	ask	God	if	you	need	to
speak	up.


