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	Then	Peter	came	to	him	and	asked,	“Lord,	how	often
should	I	forgive	someone	who	sins	against	me?	Seven
times?”		“No,	not	seven	times,”	Jesus	replied,	“but	seventy
times	seven!

—Matthew	18:21-22	(NLT)

Jesus’	Parable	Teaches	Us…

1.	Why	It’s	So	Crucial.

	Then	the	king	called	in	the	man	he	had	forgiven
and	said,	‘You	evil	servant!	I	forgave	you	that
tremendous	debt	because	you	pleaded	with	me.
	Shouldn’t	you	have	mercy	on	your	fellow	servant,
just	as	I	had	mercy	on	you?’		Then	the	angry	king
sent	the	man	to	prison	to	be	tortured	until	he	had
paid	his	entire	debt.		“That’s	what	my	heavenly
Father	will	do	to	you	if	you	refuse	to	forgive	your
brothers	and	sisters	from	your	heart.”

—Matthew	18:32-35	(NLT)

2.	How	To	Forgive.



i.	Identify	With	The	Offender.

The	master	took	pity	on	him…
—Matthew	18:27	(NLT)

ii.	Cancel	The	Debt.

	The	master	took	pity	on	him,	canceled	the	debt.
—Matthew	18:27	(NLT)

When	Jesus	had	tasted	it,	he	said,	“It	is	finished!”
Then	he	bowed	his	head	and	gave	up	his	spirit.

—John	19:30	(NLT)

The	Lord	is	compassionate	and	merciful,	slow	to
get	angry	and	filled	with	unfailing	love.	He	will	not
constantly	accuse	us,	nor	remain	angry	forever.	He
does	not	punish	us	for	all	our	sins;	he	does	not	deal
harshly	with	us,	as	we	deserve.	For	his	unfailing
love	toward	those	who	fear	him	is	as	great	as	the
height	of	the	heavens	above	the	earth.	He	has
removed	our	sins	as	far	from	us	as	the	east	is	from
the	west.	The	Lord	is	like	a	father	to	his	children,
tender	and	compassionate	to	those	who	fear	him.
For	he	knows	how	weak	we	are;	he	remembers	we
are	only	dust.

—Psalm	103:8-14	(NLT)

But	when	you	are	praying,	first	forgive	anyone	you
are	holding	a	grudge	against,	so	that	your	Father
in	heaven	can	forgive	your	sins,	too.

—Mark	11:25	(NLT)

iii.	Let	The	Offender	Go.

	The	servant’s	master	took	pity	on	him,	canceled
the	debt,	and	let	him	go.

—Matthew	18:27	(NLT)

But	when	that	servant	went	out,	he	found	one	of
his	fellow	servants	who	owed	him	a	hundred
denarii.	He	grabbed	him	and	began	to	choke	him.



‘Pay	back	what	you	owe	me!’	he	demanded.		“His
fellow	servant	fell	to	his	knees	and	begged	him,	‘Be
patient	with	me,	and	I	will	pay	it	back.’		“But	he
refused.	Instead,	he	went	off	and	had	the	man
thrown	into	prison	until	he	could	pay	the	debt.

—Matthew	18:28-30	(NLT)

Remember,	the	Lord	forgave	you,	so	you	must
forgive	others.

—Colossians	3:13	(NLT)

Forgive	us	for	our	sins,	just	as	we	have	forgiven
those	who	sinned	against	us.

—Matthew	6:12	(NLT)

In	prayer	there	is	a	connection	between	what	God
does	and	what	you	do.	You	can’t	get	forgiveness
from	God,	for	instance,	without	also	forgiving
others.	If	you	refuse	to	do	your	part,	you	cut
yourself	off	from	God’s	part.

—Matthew	6:14-15	(MES)

3.	Where	To	Find	The	Power/Help.

For	God	is	working	in	you,	giving	you	the	desire
and	the	power	to	do	what	He	wants	you	to	do.

—Philippians	2:13	(NLT)

	Therefore,	since	we	are	surrounded	by	such	a
great	cloud	of	witnesses,	let	us	throw	off	everything
that	hinders	and	the	sin	that	so	easily	entangles.
And	let	us	run	with	perseverance	the	race	marked
out	for	us,	fixing	our	eyes	on	Jesus,	the	pioneer	and
perfecter	of	faith.	For	the	joy	set	before	him	he
endured	the	cross,	scorning	its	shame,	and	sat
down	at	the	right	hand	of	the	throne	of	God.
	Consider	him	who	endured	such	opposition	from
sinners,	so	that	you	will	not	grow	weary	and	lose
heart.

—Hebrews	12:1-3	(NLT)



When	you	find	yourselves	flagging	in	your	faith,	go
over	that	story	again,	item	by	item,	that	long	litany
of	hostility	he	plowed	through.	That	will	shoot
adrenaline	into	your	souls!

—Hebrews	12:3	(MSG)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	the	parable	and	what	it
means	for	you	and	your	relationship	with	others	and	with
God.	What	do	you	think	happens	when	you	refuse	to	forgive
those	who’ve	wronged	you?	How	can	you	take	one	baby
step	to	forgiving	those	who’ve	hurt	you?


