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The	Kingdom	of	Heaven	is	like	a	treasure	that	a	man
discovered	hidden	in	a	field.	In	his	excitement,	he	hid	it
again	and	sold	everything	he	owned	to	get	enough	money
to	buy	the	field.	Again,	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	is	like	a
merchant	on	the	lookout	for	choice	pearls.	When	he
discovered	a	pearl	of	great	value,	he	sold	everything	he
owned	and	bought	it!

—Matthew	13:44-46	(NLT)

These	Parables	Teach	Us	That…

1.	The	Kingdom	Costs	Everything.

The	Kingdom	of	Heaven	is	like	a	treasure	that	a
man	discovered	hidden	in	a	field.	In	his	excitement,
he	hid	it	again	and	sold	everything	he	owned	to	get
enough	money	to	buy	the	field.

—Matthew	13:44	(NLT)

Again,	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	is	like	a	merchant
on	the	lookout	for	choice	pearls.	When	he
discovered	a	pearl	of	great	value,	he	sold
everything	he	owned	and	bought	it!

—Matthew	13:45-46	(NLT)

	Then	Jesus	said	to	his	disciples,	“If	any	of	you
wants	to	be	my	follower,	you	must	give	up	your
own	way,	take	up	your	cross,	and	follow	me.	If	you
try	to	hang	on	to	your	life,	you	will	lose	it.	But	if
you	give	up	your	life	for	my	sake,	you	will	save	it.

—Matthew	16:24-25	(NLT)

2.	But	You’re	Not	Left	With	Nothing.



Then	Jesus	said	to	his	disciples,	“If	any	of	you
wants	to	be	my	follower,	you	must	give	up	your
own	way,	take	up	your	cross,	and	follow	me.	If	you
try	to	hang	on	to	your	life,	you	will	lose	it.	But	if
you	give	up	your	life	for	my	sake,	you	will	save
it.	And	what	do	you	benefit	if	you	gain	the	whole
world	but	lose	your	own	soul?	Is	anything	worth
more	than	your	soul?

—Matthew	16:24-26	(NLT)

Jesus	said,	“How	can	I	describe	the	Kingdom	of
God?	What	story	should	I	use	to	illustrate	it?	It	is
like	a	mustard	seed	planted	in	the	ground.	It	is	the
smallest	of	all	seeds,	but	it	becomes	the	largest	of
all	garden	plants;	it	grows	long	branches,	and	birds
can	make	nests	in	its	shade.”

—Mark	4:30	(NLT)

3.	The	Kingdom	Is	About	Reflection	&	Reflecting.

Be	careful	to	obey	all	the	instructions	Moses	gave
you.	Do	not	deviate	from	them,	turning	either	to
the	right	or	to	the	left.	Then	you	will	be	successful
in	everything	you	do.	Study	this	Book	of	Instruction
continually.	Meditate	on	it	day	and	night	so	you	will
be	sure	to	obey	everything	written	in	it.	Only	then
will	you	prosper	and	succeed	in	all	you	do.

—Joshua	1:7-8	(NLT)

But	don’t	just	listen	to	God’s	word.	You	must	do
what	it	says.	Otherwise,	you	are	only	fooling



yourselves.	For	if	you	listen	to	the	word	and	don’t
obey,	it	is	like	glancing	at	your	face	in	a	mirror.	You
see	yourself,	walk	away,	and	forget	what	you	look
like.

—James	1:22-24	(NLT)

But	if	you	look	carefully	into	the	perfect	law	that
sets	you	free,	and	if	you	do	what	it	says	and	don’t
forget	what	you	heard,	then	God	will	bless	you	for
doing	it.

—James	1:25	(NLT)

And	all	of	us…	can	be	mirrors	that	brightly	reflect
the	glory	of	the	Lord.	And	as	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord
works	within	us,	we	become	more	and	more	like
him	and	reflect	his	glory	even	more.

—2	Corinthians	3:17-18	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Reflect	on	what	it	means	to	“give	everything”	for	the	Kingdom	of	God?
Am	I	doing	it?	How	perfect	does	one	have	to	be	at	giving	everything?
What	happens	if	I	discover	I’ve	held	something	back?


